
“He Is Risen” 

John 20:1-18 

April 16, 2017 

 

     Last Christmas my wife, Sue, and daughter, Sarah, gave me 4 movies as a gift: Rocky 1, Rocky 2, Rocky 3, 

& Rocky 4.  Even though I had already seen each of these movies probably more than 10 times, I was very 

happy to get these movies.  Even though I know what is going to happen, I still love to watch them.  I’m sure 

most of you have seen some or all of these movies over the years as they are a story about a heavyweight boxer 

named Rocky, an average fighter from a poor section of Philadelphia who gets the chance to fight the 

champion.  Before Rocky was invited to fight the champ in the first movie no one is really interested in him; 

even the guys at the gym don’t have any real respect for him.  But when he boxes better than anyone expected 

and almost beats the champ, all of a sudden many people are interested in him.  This pattern is then seen 

throughout the movies.  When Rocky does well and wins his fights, he is very popular.  Fans swarm him 

wherever he goes wanting autographs and to get their picture taken with him.  Advertising executives want him 

to promote their products.  And boxing promoters want to sponsor his next fight.  However, when Rocky loses 

some of his fights, then none of those fans or advertisers are interested in him.  We often call these type of 

people “fair-weather” fans, because when an individual or a team wins, they love to join in the victory 

celebration – acting like they have been loyal supporters all along.  But when the individual or team loses, then 

they are usually nowhere to be found.   

     What were the crowds, who cheered and welcomed Jesus last week on Palm Sunday, but by Friday shouted, 

“Crucify Him,” to do when they suddenly discovered that the One they initially had cheered for, but then 

cheered against when they had Him put to death, suddenly won the ultimate championship victory fight 3 days 

later?  Not even Jesus’ closest followers could pretend that they had been loyal supporters all along, as they hid 

in a locked room on Easter morning.  What about us here this morning?  Do we have a right to be part of this 

victory celebration?  Have we been loyal supporters and faithful followers of Jesus, through good times and 

bad, through our losses and hard times – especially when we give up on Jesus or are too busy for Him?  Can this 

day rightfully be our celebration too? 

     Yes it can, because this day is not about what loyal fans we’ve been.  Easter is about the loyalty of Jesus and 

what a conqueror He has become.  On Friday Jesus’ life appeared to end in defeat.  One of His disciples 

betrayed Him into the hands of the local authorities, another denied Him when He was on trial, many of them 

fled the area as Jesus was hauled away to be crucified, and one just stood there watching as Jesus was nailed to 

a cross and died.  He was buried in a tomb, with the help of some women and that should have been the end of 

it.  I’m sure the disciples and the women would have continued to grieve for a long time, but eventually they 

would have gotten on with their lives.  On Friday, they may have become disillusioned by what had happened, 

perhaps believing that hypocrisy, evil, and hate would rule the day.  But that was not the end of it.  

     Early on Sunday morning, Mary and a few of the women returned to the tomb where they had placed Jesus’ 

body in order to complete the embalming process that they didn’t quite finish on Friday evening and to grieve 

some more over Jesus’ death.  But when they arrived there, the large stone that had been in front of the grave 

had been rolled away and Jesus’ body was gone.  Mary ran from the tomb, filled with fear that someone had 

taken Jesus’ body, and went to get Peter and John.  When Mary told them that someone had taken Jesus’ body 

from the tomb, Peter and John then ran to the tomb to see this for themselves.  When they arrived at the tomb 

and did not see Jesus’ body, but saw the linen clothes that had been used to wrap Jesus’ body lying on the 

ground neatly folded, they believed Jesus had risen.  After all, if robbers had taken Jesus’ body, they certainly 

would not have taken the time to neatly fold the burial clothes and to place them on the ground.  Meanwhile, 

Mary is outside the tomb weeping, but when she sees a man who she thought was a gardener ask her why she 

was crying, she recognizes His voice as Jesus and throws her arms around Him.  Can you imagine the shock, 

the amazement, and the astounding joy they must have experienced knowing that all of the evil they had seen on 

Friday with Jesus’ death was suddenly reversed when Jesus appeared before them fully alive?  To pick up on 

the boxing theme again, this was like winning the championship when you thought the fight was over with a 

brutal knockout on Friday.  Jesus had died, after just 2 rounds, and by now everyone had gone home. 

     What made this so hard was that Round 1 of this fight between Jesus and Satan, between the forces of good 

and evil, appeared to go extremely well for Jesus.  For 3 years Jesus was healing the sick, casting out demons, 



and drawing people to God with His goodness, kindness, and love.  He had evil on the ropes struggling, but 

Round 2 was soon to come.  In Round 2 Jesus would fight in the city of Jerusalem and the forces of evil would 

rally there after trying Him, beating Him, humiliating Him, and nailing Him to a cross.  This appeared to be the 

knockout blow by the forces of evil as Jesus was crucified, died, and was buried.  Evil seemed to have 

triumphed on Friday as goodness was lost and God appeared to be absent.  Round 2 was a decisive blow for the 

forces of goodness, love, and hope. 

     I think it’s important to realize that all of us have lived in Round 2 at some point in our lives, at a moment 

when we felt utterly hopeless.  It may have been when you received a diagnosis from the doctor that said your 

situation is terminal.  It may have been when you felt like your family was coming apart and there did not 

appear to be any hope of putting them back together.  It may have been when you lost your job and you kept 

getting rejection letters as you applied for a new job.  It may be a variety of things and some of you may be 

there right now, but every one of us has stood in the ring of Round 2 in some way and felt like we were utterly 

defeated. 

     Jesus entered the ring in Round 2, but He didn’t even raise His hands to defend Himself.  He just stood there 

and took the beating, from the religious leaders, to the government authorities, to the crowds yelling “Crucify 

Him.”  He took on all the hate, evil, and anger that the world offered, and He absorbed all of it, even death, as He 

breathed His last.  Satan thought he had won, but Round 2 with Jesus was not the last round.  There was Round 3, 

and Round 3 began when Jesus walked out of the tomb.  24 hours earlier, Mary, Peter, and John believed that 

Round 2 was the end of the fight, but now in this moment they saw that death was never the last word, that hate 

would never have the last word, and that violence and cruelty would never have the last word.  The fight actually 

ends well in Round 3 as Jesus comes back and is victorious. 

     But Easter doesn’t change your circumstances.  Since Jesus rose from the dead, it doesn’t mean you are 

going to get a new job tomorrow or that you’re not going to have cancer, or that your spouse will suddenly 

decide to come back.  It doesn’t mean that you’re not going to be in the same situation, but it does mean that 

you can change your perspective on the situation.  The disciples, who had been afraid and hid when Jesus died, 

went out and proclaimed the Gospel message with great boldness when Jesus was raised from the dead.  Even 

though 10 of the 12 would ultimately be put to death for their faith, they were no longer afraid of death, because 

they knew that Round 2 was not the last round.  This is what Easter faith does for us.  It changes our 

perspective, so we know that somehow or some way while life may be difficult at the moment, God will make a 

way.  Round 3 is coming, and that is the message of Easter.   

     Jesus promises, even to “fair-weather” fans and followers like us that He will never leave us.  This 

celebration is ours to enjoy today and every day, because Jesus’ resurrection has changed everything.  But this 

is also a celebration that needs to be shared with others, because there are plenty of people who are still stuck in 

Round 2 – people who’ve given up, people who’ve walked away – and how will they ever know about Round 3 

and the hope that we have if we don’t tell them or it we don’t post it on social media?  Imagine if Jesus had 

actually died this past Friday, but rose this morning.  What would you do?  I would like you to watch this video 

with that in mind.  (Show video.)  That’s how we should respond even today.  If you want to post something on 

social media that will change lives, there are no better words than “He is Risen.”  Alleluia.  Amen.   


