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     The story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead in our Gospel lesson uses the word “life” in two senses.  

The story speaks of one kind of life that we’re going to lose but get back again.  Jesus said in John 11:25, 

“Whoever believes in me, though he dies, will live.”  But then Jesus goes on in verse 26 to speak of another 

kind of life we don’t have to lose at all saying, “and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 

     The first use of the word, “life” is obviously referring to bodily life, the one characterized by such things as 

breathing and movement.  That is the one we lose for a while when we die.  But, because of Jesus, we can get it 

back again – even better than it was before.  The second use of the word “life” in this text refers to spiritual life, 

the one characterized by such things as loving God more than anything else and loving our neighbors as 

ourselves.  That is the one which, if we have it, even death cannot take it away from us.  It still goes on even 

when our body decays and withers away. 

     Today I want all of us to see that Christ’s death and resurrection definitely assures us of having both kinds of 

life.  They guarantee us eternal bodily life, and they guarantee us eternal spiritual life. 

     As we look at this spiritual life, please note that a few moments ago I said, “If we have this spiritual life…”  

“If,” and that’s a big “if” in that sentence – if we have it.  The thing we need to understand today is that we 

don’t necessarily have it.  In fact, no one, except Jesus, was ever born with it; and a lot of people go through life 

without ever getting this spiritual life.  We can breathe, eat, make a living, and do wonderful things and yet, we 

can still lack “spiritual life.”  The life that I’m talking about is the very life God Himself has, but without Christ, 

without a relationship with Him, we just don’t have that spiritual life. 

     The strange thing, though, is that once upon a time we did have it.  The first members of the human race, 

Adam and Eve, possessed this life.  But they rejected it.  Through their sin they committed spiritual suicide.  

They could pass along bodily life, for that they still had after they sinned, but they could not pass on to their 

children the life of God.  That’s why, while we were all born once and have physical life, we all need to be born 

again in order to obtain spiritual life and this happens through Baptism, where our sins are forgiven and we are 

given new life – spiritual life. 

     The religious leaders in Jesus’ day thought they had this spiritual life, but tragically they did not.  Even 

though they knew the Scriptures and had the luxury of seeing Jesus perform many miracles right before their 

eyes, they refused to believe that Jesus was the Christ, the long awaited Messiah, the Son of God, because He 

did not fit their idea of a Savior.  They had worked hard to be the preservers and authorities of religion.  They 

set up all kinds of rules they said people had to follow in order for God to be pleased with them.  But then Jesus 

comes along and He tells people that they don’t have to follow these rules of religion.  Eternal life is found in 

Him and not in any of these rules.  So Jesus built quite a following, but after raising Lazarus from the dead, the 

religious leaders plotted to kill Jesus, because He didn’t show up on their terms. 

     Sadly, there are many times when we act just like these religious leaders, in that, we want a relationship with 

Jesus, but often only on our terms and not His terms.  We want Jesus to be all nice and packaged for us, and we 

want Him to be available according to our time schedules, not His.  We want Jesus there in our lives when we 

get into a jam or are having difficulty, but otherwise we really don’t want any help, because many times when 

Jesus shows up, He challenges the way we think and act, and we don’t always like that in our lives.  We like to 

be in control.  Many times Jesus is inconvenient.  When He wants us to serve Him here in the church by helping 

others, how often do people say, “Lord, I just don’t have time right now, with work, meals, the car needs 

repairs, the house is a mess, there’s the children’s school work and extra curricular activities.  I’m tired.  I just 

don’t have time to worship every week.  I don’t have time to get involved in the church.  I’ll get back to you 

eventually, when things slow down.”  But when does that actually happen?  When do things ever seem to slow 

down for us these days, even if you’re retired? 

     Lazarus was given new bodily life after being dead for 4 days and while Scripture doesn’t tell us how 

Lazarus lived the rest of his life on earth before he eventually died again, I would guess that His relationship 

with Jesus was stronger than ever.  In fact, I would guess that he truly lived his life based on 4 principles that 

Jesus demonstrated in raising him from the dead.  These 4 principles are based on each letter in the word, 

“LIFE” and when we follow these principles, we will truly live life to the fullest.  The letter “L” in the word 



Life, stands for Love.  Jesus loves life and His love for Lazarus produced some powerful emotions – He wept it 

says in verse 35, but more important His love for Lazarus and for Mary & Martha moved Him to action.  Love 

is not a feeling, it’s an action.  Love is the fuel that fires the passion in a marriage relationship and it is what 

moves us to do things for others.  Love for people sent Jesus to a cross to die so that we would live and not be 

separated from Him.  If we want to live a life without regrets, then we need to love one another in the way Jesus 

loves us.  Just imagine the love Lazarus had for Jesus, his family, and his friends when Jesus brought him back 

to life to live for Him and for others. 

     The letter “I” stands for Integrity.  Integrity is simply integrating what we say we believe into our daily 

actions.  Jesus said in verse 4 of this chapter, when told Lazarus was sick that his illness would not end in death.  

Then in verse 11 He said that He was going to wake Lazarus.  In verse 23, when told that Lazarus had died 

Jesus said to Martha, his sister, “Your brother will rise again.”  And in verse 43, Jesus shouted into the tomb: 

“Lazarus, come out!” and he came out alive.  Jesus did exactly what He said He would do, exactly what He 

believed.  One of the most frustrating things in life is when we say we believe something, but we don’t live it 

out in our lives. 

     The letter “F” stands for Forgiveness.  Jesus’ whole life and ministry was about forgiveness.  He lived it by 

dying on the cross for all people, even those religious leaders who hated Him and sought to kill Him right after 

He brought Lazarus back to life.  In the verses immediately following our Gospel text it says that some people 

who saw Jesus bring Lazarus back to life told the religious leaders about it, and after discussing the situation, it 

says in John 11:53, “So from that day on they plotted to take Jesus’ life.”  Jesus then demonstrated this 

forgiveness when He said from the cross, “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”  

When you think about what Jesus did for us on the cross, we should think about how passionate we ought to be 

in living for Him. 

     Finally, the letter “E” stands for Enthusiasm.  It amazes me at times how people can be enthusiastic about a 

lot of things in our world, but not for God.  Sports fans will do all kinds of crazy things when it comes to their 

team – they will scream, paint their faces, buy the jerseys, and that’s fine.  I’m a big sports fan,  But why is it 

that when people get excited about God, they are ridiculed, they’re called fanatics, or they are questioned by 

others with a sense of skepticism.  The word, “Enthusiasm” comes from two Greek words: “en” and “theos.”  

The word “en” means “in” and the word “theos” means “God.”  So if we are “in God,” and if God is in us, then 

we ought to be enthusiastic.  I’m sure Lazarus was enthusiastic when Jesus brought him back to life. 

        Jesus was the most enthusiastic, the most passionate person who ever lived and He lives in all of us today 

through His Holy Spirit.  If you truly want to live life to the fullest, then live with Love, Integrity, Forgiveness, 

and Enthusiasm.  The religious leaders plotted to take Jesus’ life, and as a result, they lost their spiritual lives 

and eventually their bodily lives.  But praise be to God that He is in charge of our lives, and that He was so 

passionate about us, that He suffered, died, and rose again to give us the fullness of everlasting life.  


