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     I’m sure every home today has one of these – a remote control for the television.  I’m sure many of you may 

remember when TVs did not come with a remote control.  When I was in high school there were times when I 

would sit around with my friends and we would try to imagine what we would tell our children someday about 

how different life was for us growing up as compared to them.  As teenagers, it seemed like our parents were 

always reminding us about how easy life was for us as compared to them when they were our age. 

     My dad grew up on a farm in northern Wisconsin where he did not have any indoor plumbing until he was a 

teenager.  I heard all kinds of stories about the outhouse and how cold it was in the winter.  My father actually 

did walk to school in the snow.  He never had a television, only a radio.  And when you called someone on the 

phone, you had to go to this big, black, wall-mounted phone in your house and you had to tell the operator the 

number. 

     Now that I’m an adult and have a child, I often tell her when we watch television or if we go to a store like 

“Best Buy” that when I was growing up we didn’t have all of these electronics.  Many TV shows were still in 

black and white; when you wanted to change the channel or adjust the volume, you had to get up and walk 

across the room and turn the dial on the TV; and we only got 3 channels, sometimes 4 if we moved the rabbit 

ear antennas to just the right spot.  Yes, life was pretty rough.  There was no internet, no computers, and no 

movies to rent.  Just television shows that would end around 11:30pm, at which time the networks would sign 

off until about 6:00am the next morning.  Our phones were mounted on the wall and you had to dial a number, 

but when I was in high school we got a push button phone – which we thought was really cool.  When I was in 

college one of my friends got a cordless phone at his house and we thought this was absolutely amazing.    

     It is a different world that we live in today.  Everything gets outdated so quickly that by the time we catch up 

with what is shaping society, it is already gone.  That’s why one could easily expect that the Bible, a book that 

is thousands of years old, would be so hopelessly outdated as to have little or no relevance for our society today.  

Plus, the Bible comes from an agricultural, Middle Eastern culture that is so different from our postmodern, 

Western culture. 

     And yet, here we are in 2017 talking about sheep and shepherds, even though I would venture to say that 

hardly anyone in this room has ever met a shepherd and most of us have only seen sheep in a petting zoo, or on a 

farm, or at the state fair.  But somehow, this image of a shepherd caring for his sheep, while it may be old and 

outdated, still speaks to us of a need that transcends time and culture, and touches the heart and soul of each one 

of us.  It is the need to be loved, cared for, rescued, protected, and part of a community.  We don’t find those 

needs filled in very many places or from very many people – sometimes not even within our own families. 

     An old cartoon showed a smiling man leaving his house in the morning with a sign hanging from a string 

around his neck that said, “I am loved, cared for, and important.”  But then each successive frame of the cartoon 

showed the man having the elevator door slammed in his face, being yelled at by his boss, getting an audit 

notice from the IRS, and so on.  And in each frame a piece of the sign was ripped away until finally he came 

home with just the string around his neck, and even his dog would not get out of the chair to let him sit down. 

     There are days when each of us can relate to that cartoon character.  Days when not only your body is tired, 

but also your spirit.  Days when we say, “I’m fine” when someone asks how we are doing, but it we had 

someone who really cared and would listen, we would tell them about the hurts and burdens of our souls, and 

the cares and concerns we have for our families, our jobs, our homes, our community, and our world. 

     Maybe that’s why we welcome the picture in our Gospel lesson for today of a shepherd caring for his sheep, 

protecting them from wolves of fear, guilt, and sin, and loving us enough to give us life.  Even though we don’t 

know that much about shepherds, we do know that we need that kind of love that a shepherd gives His sheep.  

And that’s why the picture of Jesus as our Shepherd, though ancient and of a different culture, still speaks to the 

language of our hearts and the needs of our lives. 

     The picture of Jesus as a shepherd speaks of an unselfish love that reaches out to those who are like that man 

in the cartoon with nothing left but a string around his neck.  People who are lost, hurting, struggling, and 

wandering – just like sheep, who have no hope of making it on their own in the midst of a world populated by 

wolves of all types and kinds. 



     Yet, for people like us, who know Jesus, He is our shepherd, who calls us by name and willingly laid down 

His life for us, so that we can have life and have it abundantly.  What this means is that through Jesus and the 

gift of baptism in which He claims us as His children, every day that sign around our neck is renewed: We are 

loved, cared for, and important in the sight of God, and He will never leave us alone. 

     We all have a need to be loved and cared for, but we also have a need to be part of a community; for it is in a 

community that we find both support in the love and witness of those around us, and find purpose and meaning 

as we serve, love, and witness to others.  In particular, that support and purpose is found in the community that 

we call the church.  In fact, the church is probably the only community in which an assembly of people of all 

ages gathers on a regular basis around its shepherd, Jesus, to hear His voice in His Word and Sacraments, and to 

be His voice to the world around us. 

     We see this precisely in our First Reading for today from Acts in which the first church is formed.  3000 

people are baptized and forgiven in the verse right before the start of our First Reading and as a result it says in 

our reading that they then did 3 things: 1) They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, meaning the Word 

of God, and to prayer; 2) They dedicated themselves to fellowship with one another; and 3) They were generous 

in their giving, especially to those in need. 

     The people in our First Reading loved the Word of God, they treasured it, they were in the Word at every 

opportunity.  We have the Apostles’ teachings, the Word of God at our fingertips every day – especially with 

our modern conveniences and hand-held electronic devices, but are we devoted to it?  Are we into it every day, 

at every opportunity?  I don’t think any of us would consider an hour a week to be devotion to the Apostles’ 

teaching based on the way we devote ourselves to our families, our jobs, and our leisure activities.  So that’s an 

area where we all need to confess our lack of devotion and continue to improve. 

     One of the key ingredients that held these believers in the first church together and made them appealing to 

outsiders was their sincere love for Jesus and for each other.  Getting together wasn’t considered a burden on 

their already busy schedules.  Their dedication to fellowship was a way of life for them.  So how are we doing 

in our public and private fellowship with one another?  Have we forgiven our past conflicts with others or are 

we still bearing grudges?  If you have ever been hurt by someone in the church, Satan loves to use hurt feelings 

and our pride to destroy the church.  So let’s dedicate ourselves to fellowship with one another.  If you don’t 

know someone sitting around you this morning, then I encourage you to introduce yourself, after all, we’re 

going to spend eternity together in heaven so we might as well start getting along now. 

     Finally, the people in this first church were generous and they gave to people in need.  And that has certainly 

been an obvious characteristic of this church.  Not only through our recent Building To Serve campaign in 

which all of you made commitments of over $1 million to expand our facility, but through so many of our 

ministries that seek to care for our children in our schools, missionaries in our nation and throughout the world, 

and the sick and needy within our church and in our community. 

     While we live in a different world from the nomadic shepherds of the ancient Near East, somehow the 

picture of Jesus as our shepherd still makes sense.  It makes sense because it speaks to our hearts of the One 

who can touch our need for love, hope, and peace.  And it makes sense because it gives us a purpose as we 

devote ourselves to His Word, dedicate ourselves to fellowship with others, and are generous in our giving as 

we meet the needs of those around us.    

 

 

 

 


