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     Have you ever thought about what you really want out of life?  To some that may sound like a strange 

question, because everyone has a pretty good idea of what they want from life.  The good old American dream – 

a house, a car, a nice family, and enough money to live a comfortable life.  But is that what we all really want 

out of life?  There was a French artist who painted a series of 3 pictures many years ago in which he tried to 

depict what he saw as contemporary life – not the kind of life that people necessarily wanted, but the kind of life 

they were living. 

     In the first picture he showed a man frantically searching for some important piece of paper.  The room in 

which he is searching is in shambles.  Drawers were opened, papers were flung all over the place, beds were 

torn apart, and pictures were lying on the floor having fallen off the wall.  Following right behind him around 

the room is a figure of the devil holding the missing paper high above the head of the man searching for it. 

     This painting is intended to show us people who try to find that one ideal thing, person, place, or project that 

will bring happiness to their lives.  It shows people searching relentlessly for something to make them happy in 

life.  Maybe that missing paper will never be found, but along the way many other things are tried, such as 

alcohol, drugs, fancy clothes, the latest electronic gadgets, and even gossip, but happiness is never found. 

     The second painting shows a man who looks worn and exhausted digging holes in a large field with a shovel.  

Behind him are several holes that he has already dug, and beside each hole is an empty box.  This picture shows 

a person searching for goals in life, but never really finding one that makes him happy.  This person is always 

looking for something bigger and better.  If I only had this or that, then my life would be complete.  This person 

works hard, but he or she is never able to find something that makes them happy.  Life is always pushing or 

pulling this person in a new direction, but there is never a moment to just enjoy what one has. 

     The third picture is that of a man who is tied to a chair while he watches with fear as a thief tries to rob his 

room and all of his valuables.  This picture in intended to show a person’s futile attempt to find happiness 

through things and possessions in life. 

     Our Gospel lesson for today gives us an answer about what we should really want out of life.  Jesus says in 

this text that He is the way, the truth, and the life; and what we really need or want out of life is to follow Him.  

It’s that simple.  We need to let God’s grace and love guide us in everything we do, and then all of the other 

things in life will fall into place.  If we follow Jesus, then we will experience a certain sense of contentment and 

peace, and we won’t have to be searching for things, or digging for treasure, or afraid of being robbed of our 

possessions, for we will know and understand that in the big picture of things, these are not as important as our 

relationship with Jesus. 

     Jesus spoke these words to His disciples during His last week on earth.  He knew that death was close at 

hand for Him, so He tells His disciples that He is going to prepare a place for them and they know the way to 

the place where He is going.  Thomas, the disciple we all know as “Doubting Thomas,” is confused, so he asks 

a question that was probably on everyone’s mind who was there at that moment: “Lord, we don’t know where 

you are going.  How can we know the way?”  I would guess that there was probably a sense of fear in Thomas’ 

voice.  After all, moments earlier, as they prepared to have their last supper with Jesus, Jesus told the group that 

one of them would betray Him, He told Peter that Peter would deny Him 3 times, and in less than 24 hours, 

Jesus was going to die.  He was heading into a realm completely unknown to the disciples – unknown to any of 

us for that matter, as none of us have ever died before – and it scared them.  They couldn’t see the big picture. 

     Carolyn Howard, who was a member of this church for many years until Jesus called her home a few weeks 

ago used to tell me, “Yesterday is history.  Tomorrow is a mystery.  Today is God’s gift to you.  That’s why it’s 

call The Present.”  Carolyn’s point was don’t worry about what might happen tomorrow.  The same Jesus who 

cares for us today will take care of us tomorrow.  Either He will protect you from suffering or He will give you 

the strength to bear it.  So be at peace, put aside your anxious thoughts, and through prayer bring your requests 

to God. 

     With Jesus as our way and truth and life, we can walk confidently into the future, knowing that He is with us 

to guide and protect us.  It doesn’t matter that we might not know the way or that we question the way that God 

is leading.  The key is we must have faith that God is leading us at all times. 



     Think of it this way.  Imagine you’re walking through your neighborhood and you pass a house where a 

family you know is loading the car to go on vacation.  There are three young children in the minivan eagerly 

waiting for mom and dad to finish the last minute details.  You walk up to the van and ask the 3 children, 

“Where are you going?”  But they tell you, “We don’t know.”  You then ask them, “What road will you be 

traveling on today?”  Again, the children have no idea.  Next you ask, “Where are you going to eat dinner 

tonight?”  The children tell you, “We don’t know.”  Finally you ask them, “Whose going with you, whose 

driving?”  And they quickly shout with great joy, “Mommy and Daddy!” 

     The children didn’t know exactly where they were going, they didn’t know the way, they didn’t know where 

they would eat or sleep, but they knew who was going with them and who was going to lead them.  That was all 

that mattered.  They were going with mommy and daddy, and mommy and daddy would take care of them, 

provide for them, and would bring them to their final destination. 

     God doesn’t tell us all the answers about where we are going on the road of life.  He doesn’t tell us all the 

details about how He will take care of us, or what might happen to us along the way, but one thing we do know 

is that He gives us His Son, Jesus, to be our guide who leads the way. 

     Many years ago a friend of mine was on an airline flight that experienced some serious turbulence that 

scared many of the passengers.  The first warning of the approaching problems came when the sign on the 

airplane flashed, “Fasten your seat belts” in the middle of the flight.  Then an announcement was made that 

beverages would not be served as they were expecting a little turbulence.  As my friend looked around the 

aircraft, he said it became obvious that many of the passengers were becoming a little apprehensive.  Later, 

another announcement was made that the meal would not be served due to turbulence from a storm that was just 

ahead.  Soon the cracks of thunder could be heard and lightening lit up the sky as it felt like the plane was being 

tossed around.  People started praying and some wondered if they would make it through the storm. 

     But suddenly my friend saw a little girl in the row next to him acting like the storm meant nothing to her.  

She was sitting next to a woman my friend assumed was her mother and read a book the entire time.  

Sometimes she would start to fall asleep as the plane lurched left and right, and other times she just sat there in 

a very calm way as the plane was lifted up and down without a care or worry in the world.  While the adults 

appeared to be scared to death, this sweet little girl was completely composed and relaxed.  When the plane 

finally made it through the storm and landed safely, my friend said to the little girl, “You were very brave 

during that storm as the plane was shaking.  I was impressed.”  The little girl smiled and said, “Thank you, my 

dad is the pilot and he’s taking us home.  That was fun.”  The faith and confidence that the little girl had in her 

father to guide, lead, and protect her is the same faith that we should have in Jesus as our guide and protector.  

After all, if Jesus went to all that work of suffering on the cross and dying in order to make us holy, He’s 

certainly not going to leave us alone to suffer here on earth.  The same Heavenly Father who looked after Jesus 

in this world, is looking after you, your children, your parents, and anyone else who needs His care.  And when 

the day comes that we take the journey from this life to the next, we can do so with confidence knowing that 

nothing – not even death – can separate us from the love of Jesus, who is the way, the truth, and the life.     

     


