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     In the 1970s and 80s U.S. Senator Bill Proxmire had a special way of highlighting what he considered 

wasteful government spending.  Every month he would issue his Golden Fleece Award which was aimed at 

criticizing self-serving and wasteful spending of taxpayer dollars.  His first award was giving to the National 

Science Foundation for funding an $84,000 study on why people fall in love.  Later he gave the award to the 

Justice Department for conducting a study on why prisoners wanted to get out of jail.  Over the years people 

would send information to Senator Proxmire of different ways the government was spending money, hoping he 

would award a golden fleece to those agencies for what they considered to be the fleecing of the American 

taxpayer. 

     Recently I heard about the possibility of government funding being cut for the world’s largest single-dish 

radio telescope that our government operates in Puerto Rico and I wondered if Senator Proxmire had still been 

serving in the Senate if he would have given one of his golden fleece awards to this project.  The United States 

apparently spends millions of dollars on this radio telescope every year in order to track asteroids that might be 

on a collision course with Earth and to determine if extra-terrestrial life really exists.  Now maybe some good 

things about our solar system have been discovered with this radio telescope, I don’t know, but I couldn’t help 

but wonder: Why is so much money being spent looking for life out there in our solar system?  Do people hope 

that if life does exist out there that somehow it can help us down here?  Why spend so much effort looking for 

life out there when eternal life is offered right here in the Word of God for free? 

     With this in mind you might find it somewhat interesting that our First Lesson for today from Acts contains a 

message that Paul preached at a place called Mars in which he sought to assure people that we’re not alone.  In 

particular, this place was called Mars Hill, located in Athens, and there Paul said to non-Christians “God is near 

you,” and to Christians he said, “God is revealed through you.”  Paul was in Athens waiting for some of his 

friends to join him on his second mission trip and while he was waiting, he noticed that the people of Athens 

were very religious.  They had statues set up all over the city devoted to different kinds of gods and there was 

even one that had the following inscription: “To An Unknown God.”  I guess the people of Athens were 

concerned that even with all their of temples and statues they might be overlooking a god, so just to be on the 

safe side they decided to have one statue dedicated to “an unknown god” to make sure they didn’t upset any 

gods.  Well, Paul decides to use that inscription to tell the people of Athens about the true God, the creator of 

the universe who gave life to human beings. 

     The people of Athens knew there was a higher power who governed the world and they wanted to be like 

this god or higher power, so they did everything they could think of to please this God through the building of 

their temples, statues, and animal sacrifices.  But God didn’t want these people to live in ignorance about Him, 

and that’s why He sent Paul to tell them that the God who made the world and everything in it does not live in 

temples built by human hands.  He doesn’t need your statues.  You need Him and He is near you.  He doesn’t 

hide from people.  In fact, Paul said that God determines the exact places we should live so that we would find 

Him.   

     But if that’s true, then why do so many people struggle to find God?  When Paul said in verses 26-27 that 

“God made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth…that they should seek 

God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him.” he was using a word in that phrase, 

“feel their way” to describe what a blind person does as he shuffles down the street holding a cane in one hand 

and holding out his other hand in front of him trying to find a clear path.  That’s a good picture of why it’s so 

hard to find God even though He is near us.  By nature we are spiritually blind and while it is possible to know 

that there is a God by looking at His creation, that is not enough to know Him and to have a relationship with 

Him. 

     The people of Athens were good people, just like we would say that many of us are good people, but that 

didn’t stop Paul from telling them that they needed to repent for worshipping their idols.  And I think Paul 

would say that same thing to us today as well.  We need to repent of our idolatry, and if you don’t that we 

worship idols, consider Jesus’ words in our Gospel lesson from John 14:15 when He said, “If you love me, you 

will keep my commandments.”  I love Jesus and I know that all of you love Jesus, but sometimes our love for 



other things is greater than our love for Jesus.  For example, think about the last time you enjoyed having others 

accept you by laughing at their crude jokes rather than standing up for what is wholesome and pure.  Or think 

about how you loved putting more money away in the bank to buy that new car sooner than you expected, 

before determining your offering to Jesus.  Or think about how you enjoy hanging out with the people at the 

office after hours, especially if it meant that you didn’t have to go home to help with parenting.  Whenever we 

love ourselves or anything else more than Jesus and what He commands, we show ourselves to be idolaters. 

     That’s why Paul calls us to repent, because the day is coming when God will judge the world  through Jesus 

– the man He has appointed.  He will judge all those who don’t believe that He is the one who paid for our sins 

on the cross.  No other religious leader has done that or has even claimed to do that.  All other religious leaders 

simply encourage you to be a good person.  But God wants you to be more than good; God wants you to be 

perfect.  And that perfection is found only in Jesus.  So while non-Christians you know may be good people, 

even spiritual people, if they do not acknowledge that they sin daily and need forgiveness from Jesus, then they 

are just like the people of Athens of our text – they are near God, but not one with Him. 

     Now, I don’t know if there are any non-Christians here today, but since most of us here do believe in Jesus, 

Paul still has a message for us in which he reminds us: “Dear Christians, God is revealed through you.”  If 

unbelievers are by nature blind, then they can only find the true God if someone points Him out to them.  That’s 

why I believe God has put us in this city, in this area, at this time – to share our faith and show God to others.  

And there are some things about sharing our faith in the true God that we can learn from Paul. 

     First, Paul’s stop in Athens was not planned; but he took advantage of the opportunity God gave him to tell 

the people of Athens about Jesus.  In the same way, we do not necessarily need to go out knocking on doors to 

tell people about Jesus.  We simply tell or show people Jesus through our words and actions wherever God 

places us.  But we won’t see these opportunities if we don’t have the same attitude about unbelievers as did Paul 

in our text.  Paul was very concerned when he saw all of those idols in Athens, but he didn’t look down on the 

people for worshipping these false gods or try to avoid them.  Instead, he saw them as God’s children, he had 

compassion on them, while at the same time he also didn’t hesitate to point out their sins.  Paul knew that if they 

did not see their sins, then they wouldn’t see a need for a Savior. 

     Second, we also learn from Paul not to be discouraged with the results of our witnessing efforts.  Paul had 

preached to many in people in Athens, but a few verses after our text we learn that only a few people followed 

Paul to learn more about Jesus. Was Paul discouraged?  Perhaps, but he had done what Jesus had called him to 

do.  He made it clear to the people of Athens that God loved them very much and wanted them to enjoy eternal 

life with Him through faith in Jesus.  And so we too will keep sharing the Word and love of God, regardless of 

the results. 

     While millions of dollars are spent trying to determine whether or not there is life out there on other planets, 

we know that eternal life is found right here.  In God’s Word and it doesn’t cost us anything.  While eternal life 

is free, many people will die without it and that’s not what God wants.  That’s why God has placed us here, in 

this area, at this appointed time, for a reason: to reveal Him to all people.  And with God’s help that’s exactly 

what we will do: we will prepare God’s people for works of service so that the body of Christ may be built up. 

 


