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     I’m sure most of you have played the board game called LIFE.  You get a car as your game piece, spin the 

dial, and move around on different spaces on the board.  You get married, have children, buy a house, and 

collect a regular paycheck.  The winner is the one with the most money at the end of the game.  But one of the 

first decisions you have to make at the beginning of the game is whether you want to go into debt by attending 

college (which will usually help you to get a higher paying job during the game) or if you want to go right into 

the work force and get a head start on everyone else.  How you begin the game of LIFE makes quite a 

difference in how the game goes for you, and that’s true in real life as well. 

     It was definitely true in the life of Jesus.  When Jesus came to this earth, He came at a time that was 

determined by His Heavenly Father.  He was sent to us by His Father in heaven and He was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit (which is what confess in our Creeds on a regular basis).  All 3 persons of this mysterious one God 

worked together to make this happen.  After Jesus was born and grew to become a man, He began His public 

ministry by being baptized.  And as Jesus was being baptized, the Holy Spirit came down on Him and people 

heard the voice of God the Father declare that this was His Son with whom He was well pleased.  During His 

earthly ministry, Jesus prayed to His Heavenly Father on a regular basis, and the Holy Spirit was with Him 

every step of the way.  Even when Jesus died, God the Father raised Him from the dead, and after He ascended 

into heaven, Jesus then sent the Holy Spirit to be with His disciples on Pentecost.  Once again, all 3 persons of 

the mysterious one God worked together to insure that we would have life today and eternal life in heaven. 

     How Jesus began His earthly life and His ministry made a huge difference in what happened in His life, and 

the same is true for our lives.  How we start makes a difference.  And for us in the Church, the one triune God is 

our starting place.  In our Gospel lesson for today, as Jesus prepared to go to heaven, He charges His disciples 

and all of us to go into all nations and make disciples of everyone by baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, and by teaching them everything He has commanded.  Now those are very familiar words, 

but have you ever thought about how to explain this 3 persons in one God?  It’s something that all of us accept 

by faith, but maybe somewhat surprisingly spend little time analyzing.  Perhaps instead of trying to get inside 

this mystery directly, maybe it would be better for us to begin by taking a more indirect approach.  Instead of 

looking directly at God Himself, let’s try looking at ourselves – after all our Old Testament lesson tells us that 

we were made in the image and likeness of God.  So let’s look at our nature, because then we may learn to 

understand God’s nature a little better. 

     Think for a moment of some of the greatest experiences or most memorable times you’ve had in your life.  

Those experiences may include a great victory you had as a member of a sports team, or a fun time you had 

with your family or friends, or maybe an award you received from your teacher or boss.  As we think about 

those memorable moments, isn’t it true that those moments involved some kind of relationship with others?  In 

other words, I cannot think of a great or memorable experience in my life in which I was totally alone.  The 

point I’m trying to make is that the essence of human beings is to be in relationships with each other. 

     That’s especially true in the church.  I know people do not come to church every Sunday solely to hear my 

sermon.  But they come to see a friend or to receive a reassuring hug or pat on the back from people, or to sing 

and pray with someone they haven’t seen all week.  In other words, many people choose a church based on 

relationships.  Did someone invite them to come?  Did someone say “Hi” to them when they visited for the first 

time?  Ask people why they joined a particular church and they will probably mention the pastor’s sermon and 

the music, but they will also talk about how they felt welcomed and the opportunities to be or grow with other 

people.  Being with people is one of the great joys of life. 

     This weekend high schools all around the area are conducting graduation ceremonies.  And we all know that 

this is not a private event.  It is a time for families and friends to come together to celebrate the work and 

accomplishments of students.  Why?  Because every student who receives that diploma knows that working 

with others - parents, friends, and teachers - they can achieve far more together than working on their own.  So 

the graduation ceremony sends a very clear message:  We are at our best in relationships.  Therefore, the flip 

side of that is we are at our worst when we are out of relationships.  For example, what’s the most serious 



punishment we give to those in prison?  We put them in solitary confinement.  Anyone who has been through 

the pain of divorce knows the pain of a failed relationship in a very intense way. 

     So if it is true that we are at our best when we are in relationships and if we are commanded to go and make 

disciples by baptizing and teaching – by establishing relationships, then why do we sometimes hold back?  Are 

we afraid of something?  Suppose a friend of yours needs a job and asks you for advice, what would you say?  

Would you say, “Well, Bob, you’re a sharp guy, I think you should go home and wait for someone to call you 

with an offer?”  No, of course not.  We would probably say, “Bob, if you need a job, then you need to take the 

initiative and start communicating with people so people can get to know you.”  If we are to follow this 

command to make disciples, then we have to go out and reach people.  I’m not saying we have to knock on 

doors at a stranger’s home, but I’m sure we all know people who do not attend worship at any church.  So just 

like teachers, parents, and families work with students to teach and mold them to be the person God wants them 

to be, we need to get involved in the day-to-day grind of daily living and tell people about our relationship with 

Jesus so that they, too, can grow to be the person God wants them to be.  After all, the United States today is 

known as the 3rd largest mission field in the world, meaning it has the 3rd largest number of people who do not 

claim any church home.  Opportunities are all around us. 

     Sometimes, though, we hold back in reaching out to others with the Good News of Jesus because we’re too 

busy, too tired, or too selfish.  God has blessed our nation with great peace and prosperity.  We are the land of 

opportunity that is unequalled throughout the world, but that is also what makes our nation one of the most 

difficult mission fields.  When things are going well, we face the temptation to focus only on ourselves or what 

you could call the “unholy trinity” – me, myself, and I.  When we are not in relationships with others, we can 

easily miss what’s right before us.  It’s like going to a city and seeing the lights and buildings, but missing all 

the lonely people.  It’s like hearing a person’s critical comments, but missing the cry for love and friendship. 

     But in spite of our selfishness, our busyness, or our lack of concern, our loving Triune God continues to 

remain in a relationship with us.  He continues to come to us with His gracious offer of forgiveness and life.  

That’s why we begin our worship services with confession.  We admit that we do not always follow God’s 

commands.  We know we have sinned against God and each other, but in the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus 

was given to die and rise for us.  And for His sake, God forgives us all our sins.  And through Baptism, He has 

given us the privilege of becoming His children.  No wonder Jesus tells us to go and make disciples of all 

nations.  We are to go and tells others what Jesus has done for us and we are to bring others to Jesus so He can 

give to them what we have received: that loving and forgiven relationship with God.  That’s the purpose of the 

church. 

     Just as God brought us into a relationship with Him through Jesus’ death and resurrection, and through the 

Holy Spirit working through others to support and encourage us, we need to create and sustain those 

relationships with others so that they do not miss out on the forgiveness and everlasting life that Jesus gives.  

May God truly be praised for His blessings or relationships that He has given to each of us, and may we share 

those blessings with others – both inside and outside of Holy Cross Lutheran Church. 


