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     This Tuesday, our nation’s independence will be celebrated throughout our country.  It’s a day in which 

many of us will gather together with others for a cookout, a trip to the beach, outdoor games, or an evening 

filled with fireworks.  American flags will cover our yards, streets, and communities; many people will enjoy a 

parade; and in the midst of our celebrations hopefully we will remember the thousands of people who gave their 

lives in battle so that we could enjoy living in a land of freedom. 

     Independence is a treasured blessing in our nation, but there is a greater independence that we, as Christians, 

all treasure.  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, He has freed all of us from the power of sin, death, and 

everlasting condemnation.  Just as U.S. citizens are dependent on our leaders to maintain national 

independence, Christians are dependent on our Savior for spiritual independence.  Therefore, today, tomorrow, 

July 4, and all days in our spiritual lives are truly Independence Days, days in which we are In Dependence of 

Christ. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today, we see a continuation of the instructions our Lord gave to His 12 disciples as 

He was preparing to send them out to carry on the mission and ministry that His Heavenly Father had given 

Him.  Last week we saw Jesus telling His disciples about the challenges they would face when sharing His love 

with others, but today Jesus seems to make a shift by saying in verse 34: “Do not think that I have come to bring 

peace to the earth.  I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”  Well, this certainly sounds odd coming from 

the One who was known as the “Prince of Peace,” and the One whose birth the angels celebrated by declaring 

“Peace on earth.”  Why would Jesus say that He has not come to bring peace, but instead a sword?  The point 

Jesus was making was that He knew what He called people to do was going to be divisive.  In verse 35, Jesus 

goes on to emphasize this by saying, “For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”  In other words, Jesus was saying that just as our 

nation’s independence came at a price, our spiritual independence also comes at a price in that it can cost us 

relationships. 

     Several years ago a young couple came to see me to talk about marriage.  As we spoke of the couple’s 

spiritual life and their walk with the Lord, the woman began to cry.  Although she was raised in a family that 

rejected Christianity, she had come to know Jesus as her Savior along with the gift of forgiveness and new life 

that He offered.  Her tears expressed the sorrow that this new life with Jesus and her future husband came at the 

expense of her relationship with her parents.  She said that her parents were very upset that she had become a 

Christian and they were not going to come to the wedding if it was held in a church.  Important relationships 

can become severed because of faith in Christ, as this couple was married in the church and the bride’s parents 

did not attend. 

     But while our spiritual independence can cost us personal relationships, it cost Jesus a lot more.  Our 

spiritual dependence forced Jesus to be separated from His Father, when He cried out from the cross, “My God, 

my God, why have You forsaken me?”  And it ultimately cost Him His life.  At the cross, Jesus took on Himself 

the punishment of our sin so that we might have peace with God. 

     Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the great Lutheran minister who was arrested and eventually hanged in 1945 for 

resisting and trying to overthrow Hitler and his government said, “It is good to learn early enough that suffering 

and God are not a contradiction but rather a unity, for the idea that God himself is suffering is one that has 

always been one of the most convincing teachings of Christianity.  I think God is nearer to suffering than to 

happiness and to find God in this way gives peace and rest, and a strong and courageous heart.” 

     We live a life which is filled with the reality of living in a sinful and less than perfect world.  Jesus is 

speaking in this text about what has come to be called a “theology of the cross.”  This theology says that 

through the brokenness of this world, through “crosses,” life will be redeemed and renewed.  When Jesus says 

in verse 38 that “whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me,” He is reminding His 

disciples and all of us that life is not easy.  We will all have “crosses” to bear.  In fact, some people are called 

by Jesus to bear very heavy crosses, such as those who have given their lives for their faith and our freedom. 

     That’s why I get frustrated when pastors in some churches tell people that if they are truly a believer in 

Jesus, their lives will have health, wealth, and prosperity.  If they just seek first the kingdom of God, then joy, 



peace, and happiness will come their way.  That’s called a theology of glory and the Bible never says anything 

like that; after all, look at Jesus – He was perfect, loving, righteous, and obedient, but yet He suffered.  In fact, 

in this world of pain and disappointment, would we really want to worship a God who was immune from 

suffering? 

     As Christians we have a God who has suffered and therefore, understands our suffering and burdens.  We do 

not have a Savior who closes His eyes to the pain of the world, instead He reaches out from the cross with 

outstretched arms to embrace each of us in our lives with the burdens we carry.  The disciples eventually 

understood this, as they dedicated their lives to sharing the Gospel with others after Jesus ascended into heaven, 

knowing it would not be easy. 

     This week as we wave our flags and remember those who are currently serving in our military in some 

dangerous areas around the world, and those who gave their lives in order to create an independent nation filled 

with freedoms, I hope we will also remember what these 12 disciples did.  Through their efforts, God used them 

to bring hundreds of thousands of people into the church, but they had to suffer tremendously in order to 

accomplish their task.  All of them left their families and their professions to follow Jesus and they all died in 

some pretty awful ways in order to share Jesus with others.  We don’t usually talk about it very often, but 

history tells us that some of them were crucified on a cross for their faith, some were beaten and killed, some 

were beheaded, and others hanged.  They all suffered and carried their crosses out of their love for Jesus. 

     While some people may have large crosses to bear, for others carrying the cross may mean simply going the 

extra mile to express love.  Jesus tells us at the end of our text today that we are worthy of Him even when we 

are faithful in small ways, such as giving a cup of cold water to someone in need. 

     In other words, there is no act so small that it could ever fail to be noticed by our Lord.  I think of all of our 

volunteers who will be leading our Vacation Bible School next week.  I think about the people who volunteer in 

the church to prepare the altar and fill our Communion Cups each week, or who prepare a meal for someone 

who is sick, or who visit someone in the hospital without being asked.  Those acts are truly examples of 21st 

century foot washing. 

     But we don’t do any of those things, no matter how big or small in order to earn our spiritual independence.  

Our spiritual independence has been freely offered to us.  We see this here in worship whenever a baptism takes 

place, where sins are washed away and spiritually dead bodies come to life to live in love and freedom. 

     All the freedoms we have in Christ came at a great cost to our Savior, Jesus.  At times we too may face a 

great cost to be a citizen of His kingdom.  But by the grace of God we are empowered for service through His 

Word and His Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, which unite us to Him.  This week, as we 

celebrate our nation’s independence, I pray that we will also celebrate our true independence from sin and its 

punishment, and our dependence on Jesus for true peace and freedom. 

 


