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     Every summer in North Carolina is known as hurricane season.  In the spring meteorologists tell us how 

many hurricanes we can expect to see in the upcoming season and during the summer meteorologists will show 

us satellite images on the news of hurricanes forming out in the Atlantic Ocean and they explain the possible 

paths a hurricane may travel.  Growing up in Wisconsin, the summer months were known as tornado season and 

we would see satellite images on the news of tornados forming in different parts of the United States and hear 

about the possibility of them touching down in our area.  Did you ever notice that when one of these storms or 

natural disasters hits an area, they are called “acts of God,” but when the day is sunny, like today, or when the 

water on the ocean is calm or if rain comes down softly for a little while in the afternoon, we never call those 

days or events “acts of God.”  On those days it seems like God doesn’t get any credit.  But when the natural 

disasters hit, you can always count on three questions being asked: 1) Where was God when this happened?  2) 

Why did God let it happen?  3) What kind of God would allow this to happen? 

     These are tough questions, because it seems like when it comes to murder or stealing, we can always say, 

“This is what sinful people, in a sinful world do.”  But hurricanes, tornadoes, and earthquakes, people have 

nothing to do with these.  In these natural disasters, the only place we can look is God.  As a result, Christians 

may not lose their faith because of human evil, but we find it much more difficult to explain natural disasters as 

they can definitely challenge our faith.  There are certainly a lot of things that are wrong in this world, but there 

is an explanation for why things are out of whack and God intends to someday make it all right.  The key to 

remember is that our trust in God is to be based on His promises, not our circumstances, and in our second 

lesson for today from Romans 8 God reminds us that He is always in control and He talks about this world’s 

past, its present, and its future.   

    But before we get into this text, we need to first go back to Genesis 1.  If we go back to the beginning when 

God first spoke this world into existence, you will find a perfect God who created a perfect world.  Six times in 

Genesis 1 we read how at the end of each day when God created things in our world, He said “it was good” or 

“very good.”  It’s important to understand that good in God’s eyes is perfect in our eyes.  Good does not mean 

there was room for improvement.  The world was absolutely perfect.  Rivers and streams were clear and pure.  

The air was fresh.  The wind was gentle.  The rain was soft.  It was never too hot or too cold.  There was no 

need for a meteorologist, because the weather was always perfect. 

     Then to top it all off, God puts two perfect people, Adam and Eve, in this world, and they had the first and 

only perfect marriage.  The world was truly at perfect peace.  Animals were neither a danger to human beings, 

as Adam and Eve were given dominion over them, nor to each other.  It was literally heaven on earth.  So what 

happened?  The practical answer is found in Genesis 3, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and brought sin 

into the world, but the theological answer is found in our second lesson for today from Romans 8 as we learn 

that sin not only corrupted Adam and Eve, but the entire world.   

     When Adam and Eve ate from the tree that God told them was forbidden, not only did they bring sin upon 

themselves, but upon all of creation.  Paul explains this in verse 20 when he says, “For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it…”  What Paul is saying is all of creation 

is cursed or imperfect, because human beings are cursed or imperfect.  Because of the sin of human beings, God 

decided that the whole earth would be cursed or punished and would produce thorns and thistles.  So hurricanes, 

tornadoes, and earthquakes tell us that something is not right in the world.  However, things are not as bad as 

they could be.  While we have hurricanes, we also have sunshine.  While we have earthquakes, most of the time 

the earth is calm.  While we are sinful, every human being is not as evil as we could be, but we are also not as 

good as we could be.  So nature is just a mirror of our own hearts. 

     When Adam and Eve sinned, they dragged all of creation down with them; and what we have now is what 

Paul describes in Verses 20-21: “The hope is that creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption.”  

This world is a prisoner of our sin.  In Genesis 3 God told Adam and Eve after they sinned, “Because you ate 

from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you.  

Through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you...” 



     I read a story one time about a man who bought a piece of property that was covered with weeds and a 

swamp.  The man worked hard to clear the land.  He turned the swamp into a pond, he pulled out the weeds, and 

planted flowers & trees.  Then he built a house right in the middle of the property.  Another man stopped by one 

day and said to the owner, “This is unbelievable what God has given to you.  You have a pond to fish in, 

beautiful flowers, and trees to give you shade.  Isn’t God good?”  The owner of the land said to him, “Yes, God 

is good, but you should have seen what this property looked like when God had it all by Himself.”  There is 

actually some truth in that statement.  Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, we have had a battle with this earth.  

We have to constantly tend to the garden, because every part of this world has been affected.  Deserts, erosion, 

and wastelands scar what was once a perfectly beautiful face of God’s green earth.  Roses were never meant to 

have thorns and fields were never meant to have weeds.  Pollution of the sky or the water was never in God’s 

vocabulary.     

     But there is some good news.  Those of us who know, love, and trust God, will eventually live happily ever 

after and so will this planet.  In Verse 19 Paul said, “For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing 

of the sons of God.”  That phrase I have highlighted, “waits with eager longing” is a Greek phrase that describes 

the attitude of a person who is on their tiptoes looking as hard as they can out into the horizon to see the 

dawning of a new day.  Except in this case, creation is not looking for the s-u-n to come up, but it is looking for 

the S-o-n to come down. 

     Deep down we all know that God is in control even of natural disasters.  As He once sent plagues on Egypt, 

sent a storm to the ship containing Jonah so they would throw him overboard, and caused darkness to cover the 

earth at the death of Jesus, the good news is that this same God also controls the world’s future and He promises 

that someday He will make a new heaven and a new earth.  In the meantime we live in a world corrupted by sin, 

filled with brokenness, and the big question still out there is, “Why does God allow seemingly innocent people 

to die at the hands of seemingly random natural disasters?”  The answer is, “I don’t know” and neither does 

anyone else, but there are some things we can learn from natural disasters. 

     First, natural disasters remind us of how temporary things really are and how fragile life really is in this 

world.  It helps us to see what is really valuable.  For example, whenever a natural disaster strikes no one ever 

runs through the streets yelling, “My cordless drill is missing” or “My golf clubs have washed away.”  If they 

mourn, it is for people who have been lost.  If they rejoice, it is for people who have been found.  Second, we 

need to see all disaster in light of the cross.  Nothing compares to the evil that was done, the suffering that was 

incurred, or the injustice that was experienced at the cross of Jesus.  The cross tells us above and beyond every 

natural disaster our God is a loving God who works everything out together for our good and He can be trusted 

no matter what happens. 

     About 100 years ago a great man-made disaster occurred when the Titanic struck an iceberg.  Over 1500 

people lost their lives.  As people were being identified there was a huge board set up in Liverpool, England that 

had the word “Saved” at the top of it on one side and the word, “Lost” at the top of the other side.  One of these 

days the ship of your life on this earth will go down.  It may be by natural disaster, physical disease, or what we 

call “old age” or natural decay, but when it does the only 2 words that will matter to you are “Saved” or “Lost.”      

 

   


