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     My wife, Sue, and I each graduated from two very different universities.  Sue attended a large college with 

over 50,000 students in Pennsylvania.  I attended a small college with 1,500 students in Virginia.  Sue went to a 

coed university where they had classes 5 days/week, Monday - Friday.  I went to an all-male military college 

where they had classes 6 days/week, Monday – Saturday.  Sue’s university had a dominant football team that 

always had a winning record and the team won a national championship in the year she graduated.  The football 

team from my college has not had a winning season in 36 years and one of the worst seasons during that time 

was the year I graduated, when the team lost their opening game 52-6 and ended up winning only one game.   

     I have learned a lot about the mindset of a person who graduated from a university that had a dominant 

football when it comes to winning and losing.  In particular, I have learned that simply winning the game is 

often not enough for fans of a dominant college football team.  They are not happy unless they absolutely crush 

their opponent.  When Sue was in college, sometimes her school would beat smaller schools by 40, 50, or even 

60 points.  So she expects her team to dominate when they play.  It’s interesting, then, during football season 

when I come home and tell her, “Hey, I see your school won their game today 28-14.”  Well, if it was against a 

small school, her response is usually something like, “What?  We only won by 14?  That’s terrible.  I guess 

we’re not going to do very well this year.”  It has taken me a while to understand this mindset where you expect 

your college football team to always dominate, especially having attended a small school where if we lost by 

only 14 we would be somewhat satisfied and say, “Hey, we only lost by 14!  That means we might actually win 

a few games this year.” 

     No one likes it when their team is beaten badly by a wide margin.  Sometimes in life we feel like we are 

getting beaten badly.  Maybe things have not gone well at work, or your hours get cut, or you even lost your 

job.  At the same time, expenses at home just seem to be going up and up.  Your air conditioning at home 

breaks, the car needs repairs, and your children’s sports activities are going to cost more this year.  No matter 

how hard you try, you feel like you’re losing in your financial situation. 

     Or maybe it’s your health.  You try to eat right and exercise on a regular basis, but health problems continue 

to appear; and you feel like you’re losing.  Or maybe it’s something else like family issues, relationships, 

school, or even difficulties at church.  There are all kinds of things that happen in life and sometimes those 

things can make us feel like we’re losing or getting crushed in the game of life.  After all, the devil is constantly 

trying to make us and all Christians unhappy.  He will use the world to bring problems into our lives and he will 

even use our sinful nature within us to tempt us to sin in order to bring even more problems into our lives.  Are 

we losing to the devil?  Are we getting beaten badly by the world?  Are we all super losers who should just give 

up? 

     God’s Word today from Romans tells us that the opposite it true.  Just as Sue’s college football team won 

their games by lopsided margins, we have been promised by God the ability to win in life by a lopsided margin.  

So in answer to the question, “Are we losing in the game of life?”  Paul says in verse 37, “No, in all these things 

we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  Paul wrote these words at a time when he and other 

Christians were facing financial hardship, hunger, and persecution from local governments and city leaders.  

Christians were being killed for their faith and Paul described this in the previous verse saying they are 

“regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”  In the first century it looked like the devil was winning.  But in the midst 

of tremendous suffering and hardship, Paul says we are “more than conquerors.”  That word “more” is 

extremely important, because it indicates that we are not just conquerors, we are not just victorious, like when 

my college football team squeaks out a win 14-13; we are super victorious, like my wife’s college football team 

when they win a game 63-0.  You might find it interesting that the origins of the Greek word for “conqueror” in 

this text is pronounced, “Nee-kay,” which means “victory,” or spelled in English “nike.”  Now you know where 

the athletic company gets its name.  So Paul tells us that in Christ we are “super victorious,” we are more than 

conquerors, we can absolutely crush Satan. 

     But how could Paul say that, with all of the adversity he and his fellow Christians were facing?  How can we 

say that at times when we look at our lives, our community, or our world?  Many times in our battle against sin, 

it seems like we are destined to lose.  But when we go back to the beginning of this text, in verse 28, Paul said, 



“We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 

his purpose.”  The point of this verse is that “God works in all things” or “God causes all things to work 

together for good.”  As a result of living in a broken world filled with sin, not all things are good, but God isn’t 

the cause of bad things.  God works in all things for our good, and that is how Paul and all of us can say that we 

are “more than conquerors.” 

     Think of it this way.  Consider the ingredients that go into a cake – flour, shortening, salt, baking powder, 

sugar, and spices.  Now, if we were to eat those things individually, they probably won’t taste very good.  But 

mix them all together in just the right proportions and then bake the mixture at the proper temperature, you will 

get a delicious dessert.  Each event in our life is like one ingredient in a cake.  It may not seem good by itself, 

but when mixed by God with other events, it will surely produce what is good.   

     While things may not always look good or while things may not always go very well, the love of Jesus is 

always there shining down on our lives, regardless of our circumstances.  It’s kind of like the sun.  We may not 

always see the sun shining, especially on a cloudy day, but it is still there.  Even at night with the earth’s 

rotation, we know that the sun is still shining down on our world.  It never goes away.  The same is true with the 

love of Jesus.  It is always there, every day and every hour, and it will never go away. 

     We all have good days and bad days, and on those bad days is when Satan loves to tempt us to believe that 

the love of Jesus has stopped shining on us and that His promises are gone.  But nothing could be further from 

the truth.  Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  That love of Jesus that was poured out upon you in 

the waters of your baptism, and nothing can separate you from that love.  That love of Jesus is given to you in 

the Lord’s Supper here at this altar as you receive the body and blood of our Lord in bread and wine, and no 

circumstance in your life can take that away.  Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, nor anything 

else you will ever face in all of creation will be able to separate you from the love of Jesus.  That’s why we can 

say that we are more than conquerors as we face adversity.  That’s why we can say that in every circumstance 

of life, in Jesus we are super-victorious. 

     There is a weather vane that a pastor had put on top of his church, (I don’t remember where this is located,) 

that says, “God is Love,” along with an arrow that would point in whatever direction the wind was blowing.  

One day someone passing by the church asked the pastor, “What do you mean by that?  Do you mean that 

God’s love changes, like the wind?”  The pastor said, “No, not at all.  What I mean is that whatever way the 

wind blows, God is love, and that will never change.” 

     Whatever way the wind is blowing in your life, God’s love is there.  The forgiving, sustaining, empowering, 

promising love of Christ is always there for you and nothing can separate you from His love.  May that love 

give you comfort, hope, and the desire to serve our Lord as we leave this place and face whatever circumstances 

our Lord has planned for you.  In all things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.   


