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     Several years ago the reality TV show, “Extreme Makeover” enlisted 1800 volunteers to tear down an old 

house where a family of 5 had been living outside of Atlanta, Georgia.  In its place they built this new 5500 sq.-

ft. luxury home, while the family was having fun in Disneyworld.  When the family returned they were 

overwhelmed with joy as they accepted the keys to their new house, that hadn’t cost them a dime.  Plus, they 

were also given $250,000 for college scholarships for their 3 children and enough money to pay taxes on their 

new house for 25 years. 

     You would think this kind of story would end with the words, “And they lived happily ever after,” but that is 

not what happened.  About 5 years ago this family’s dream house went into foreclosure.  How do you lose a 

house that was given to you, that didn’t cost you anything, along with $250,000 in cash?  Apparently the family 

lived beyond their means, which included taking a loan against the house’s value to start a construction business 

that failed. 

     Reaction to the foreclosure was summed up by the mayor of the city, who helped build the house, saying, 

“It’s aggravating.  You do that much work, and they just squander it.”  It’s frustrating when people squander a 

gift that others worked so hard to give them.  Perhaps this story helps us to understand the frustration or 

disappointment God must feel when people throw away the gifts He gives to them.  Paul seems to voice this 

frustration today in our second lesson from Romans that God is not only frustrated over those who are careless 

with their blessings, He’s also frustrated with those who care less about blessing others. 

     Our text from Romans is a continuation of our reading from last Sunday, where Paul assured us that nothing 

can separate us from God’s love – not trouble or hardship or persecution or demons, not even death.  Although 

God’s love never fails, we can reject that love and its blessings.  That’s exactly what many of Paul’s fellow 

Jews had done which caused him to write, “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could 

wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race.  They 

are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, the 

promises, and the patriarchs; from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all.” 

     Paul’s point is if anyone should be certain of God’s love, it is the Israelites.  No other nation had seen God’s 

power and glory as they had when God freed them in the Old Testament from slavery through Moses in Egypt, 

led them to the Promised Land of Israel with a cloud by day and  fire by night, and appeared to them on Mount 

Sinai in smoke, lightning, and the sound of trumpets.  While other nations worshipped all kinds of false gods, 

the Israelites worshipped God, the creator of the universe, knowing that one day He would forgive their sin 

through a Savior, who would take their sins upon Himself and die on a cross.   

     So what did the Israelites do when this Savior, Jesus, who was born as an Israelite, arrived on the scene in 

the New Testament?  They laughed at Him.  They tried to push Him off a cliff.  They mocked and spit on Him, 

and finally they had Him crucified.  Then on top of this, they continued to persecute His followers.  What 

happened?  How did it get to this point?  The answer is pride.  The Israelites stopped reading God’s Word and 

thought they could earn their way into heaven.  They no longer viewed heaven as a free gift from God, but 

something they thought they deserved through their behavior.  They created all kinds of laws thinking that God 

would be pleased with them and demanded that others follow them as well.  So when Jesus appeared on the 

scene, they were initially very excited about Him.  After all, here was a guy who could do miracles, who could 

run the Romans out of office, and make them a superpower on earth.  But when Jesus didn’t use His power that 

way and talked about how life as a believer on this earth would involve difficulty and suffering, many of them 

left Him. 

     How frustrating it must have been for Paul to see his fellow Jews behave in this way.  Sure, he had been that 

way at one time, but Jesus had changed his life and turned him around.  Why couldn’t they that in him?  Why 

couldn’t they see how by the grace of God Jesus had saved him, as he now had dedicated his life to serving 

Jesus, instead of trying to persecute Jesus and His followers?  I’m sure we can all understand Paul’s feelings, 

but I also think we can relate to the Jews who turned away from Jesus.  After all, many of us were born into 

Christian families where our parents had us baptized as young children, taught us God’s Word, and brought us 

to church.  We continue to live in a country that allows us the freedom to worship and to enjoy the blessings of 



a beautiful church with excellent music.  But have we frustrated God with our carelessness towards these 

blessings?  Do we take His Word and the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion for granted?  Do we 

have a tendency to focus more on the things of this world than on the treasures God gives to us?  We may not 

intentionally do this, but neither did the family outside of Atlanta on Extreme Makeover consciously set out to 

lose their home.  They lost their home when they underestimated the risk of taking out that loan, thinking that 

everything would be fine.   

     Is that what we think when we put work, sports, and family outings above our worship of God?  I’m sure we 

know people who have gotten out of the habit of attending worship and have fallen away from the church, 

because they are busy with other things.  But do they think, “I’ll get back into worship when things slow down.  

I’ll be fine, I’m not going to fall away.”  We’ve had several of our families move away this summer due to job 

transfers and I have strongly encouraged those families who have moved to make sure they find a new church 

home.  I have also told those families that if you do not find a church home or if you get out of the habit of 

attending worship, because you’re busy with work or home repairs or visiting family, then move back here with 

us where you have been faithful in worship.  Seriously; the most important thing you have is not your new 

home, your new job, or being close to family.  The most precious thing you have is your God-given faith in 

Jesus as your Savior from sin, and we certainly must frustrate or disappoint God when we are careless with His 

blessings and end up squandering them.  But it’s also frustrating to God when we care less about blessing 

others. 

     Consider that family who lost their house that was given to them on Extreme Makeover.  Do any of you have 

a lot of sympathy for them?  Probably not.  I don’t.  Unfortunately that is often our attitude in regard to those 

who have fallen away from the church and from their faith in Jesus.  We think, “Well, they know we’re here.  

They can certainly spend a few hours in worship with us on a Sunday morning.”  Or we may think, “I don’t 

know why they haven’t been coming, but I just don’t have time to check in on them.”  That certainly wasn’t 

Paul’s attitude towards the unbelieving Jews.  In fact, he said, “I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut 

off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race.”  Imagine that, asking God to send you to 

hell in place of someone who has rejected His gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. 

     Sadly this is not the kind of love we show to others.  We are often like Johann Gerhard, a 17th Century 

Lutheran theologian, who confessed, “When my neighbor dies a physical death…I mourn and groan day and 

night…But when my neighbor dies a spiritual death...I watch my neighbor die without concern.  My neighbor 

stumbles on a stone, and I quickly prevent the fall or help my neighbor up from the fall.  My neighbor stumbles 

at the Cornerstone of our salvation, and I show careless neglect.” 

     I’m sure we’ve all had that kind of careless or care less attitude towards others, and we could offer all kinds 

of excuses for our behavior.  But the bottom line is without Jesus, all people will be lost and separated from 

Him forever.  We are God’s instruments and we must not be careless or care less when it comes to the 

opportunities we have to share Christ with others.    May God fill us with such a passion for sharing His Word 

and living His love with others that everyone will know Him through us, so that no one will be lost forever. 

      


