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     Several years ago the Emirates Palace Hotel in Saudi Arabia was trying to make the Guinness Book of 

World Records by having the most expensive Christmas tree.  They decorated the 43-foot tree with 131 pieces 

of gold, rubies, diamonds, and other valuable stones worth 11 million dollars.  The hotel received a lot of 

criticism for putting up such an expensive tree, but the hotel management claimed that the tree was not a stunt, 

but rather an effort to boost the holiday mood for its guests. 

     So how does your Christmas tree compare?  Although you and I may not have the world’s most spectacular 

Christmas tree, our Old Testament lesson for today from Isaiah says that God has clothed us in garments that 

are worth more than anything money can buy so that we can celebrate the jubilee in style.  But what exactly is 

this jubilee?  Our children on Wednesday night showed us how Christmas is truly a jubilee celebration. 

     But the jubilee I am referring to might even be better than Christmas.  Now that might be hard to believe.  

How can anything be better than Christmas?  After all, at Christmas we get all sorts of presents and it’s not even 

our birthday (for most of us anyway).  It is also a time that we give presents.  In fact, I would guess that many 

families spend more money at this time of the year than any other.  As a result, the excitement of Christmas can 

often be followed by the dread of the January credit card bill.  Wouldn’t it be great if January could be declared 

a “no-bill” month?  Wouldn’t it be great if you received your credit card bill each January with the word “Paid” 

stamped on the statement?  In Old Testament times, God actually commanded his people to do something just 

like that as every 7th year was to be a Sabbath year where all debts from the previous seven years were to be 

cancelled.  And the same thing was to happen every 50 years, with the 50th year known as the jubilee year. 

     Now that would be pretty exciting.  Unfortunately, the Israelites never observed the jubilee year as the 

people were afraid that if they didn’t recoup the money that was owed to them, they wouldn’t be able to survive 

the year.  Their lack of trust in God’s promises to provide for them, as He had always done in the past, caused 

them to miss out on the tremendous blessing the year of jubilee was supposed to be. 

     But God’s purpose for the year of jubilee was not just to level the economic playing field.  God wanted the 

year of jubilee to serve as a picture for the kind of freedom from sin’s debt that Jesus would bring.  In fact, at 

the beginning of His ministry, Jesus preached on the opening verses of our Old Testament lesson and made it 

clear that these verses were a prophecy about Him.  Note the words, again, of Isaiah 61:1-2, “The Spirit of the 

Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 

up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn.”   

    In these verses Isaiah alludes to the year of jubilee by calling it “the year of the Lord’s favor.”  So, in what 

way has Jesus brought us freedom from debt?  Well, I don’t think any of us will ever be able to afford an $11 

million-dollar Christmas tree, which I’m sure doesn’t bother anyone here today.  But we also do not have what 

it takes to purchase a spot in heaven, and that should bother all of us.  What does it cost for a piece of heaven?  

The cost is this: Being respectful of your parents at all times; no critical comments of someone behind their 

back; no bending the truth; and no ignoring another person’s pain, but doing something to alleviate their 

suffering.  The price tag for a piece of heave is being unselfish every second of your life here on earth.  So if 

you have ever been selfish, if you have ever cursed under your breath, of if you have ever complained about 

having to get on your hands and knees to clean up someone else’s mess, then you don’t have what it takes to 

own a piece of heaven. 

     That’s why Jesus’ announcement is better than the credit card company calling you up in January to say that 

they have paid for all of your December purchases.  Jesus came to announce freedom from all of our sin.  On 

the cross He paid the debt of hell that we owe and gave us credit for His perfect life.  And He’s also telling us 

that all of our future sins have been paid for as well.  Can you imagine life with that kind of a credit card 

company?  Not only will they pay your December expenses, but they will also pay for any future purchases that 

you make.  Would you ever worry again about not having enough money to pay your heating bill?  Would you 

ever complain again about the costs to repair your car?  No, not at all.  Well, that’s the kind of freedom from sin 

that Jesus has won for us.  Isaiah describes it like this in verse 10: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul 

shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 



righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns 

herself with her jewels.”  Jesus covers us with His righteousness so that not one of our sins are exposed to our 

Heavenly Father’s scrutiny. 

     This does not mean, though, that we can just go out and do whatever we want knowing that Jesus’ 

forgiveness will cover all of our sins.  Isaiah makes this point in this text by comparing us to a bride who is 

dressed for her wedding day.  I have never seen a bride who is dressed for her wedding go out and carelessly do 

anything she wants.  So no, Jesus hasn’t dressed us with His forgiveness so we can sin even more.  He has 

dressed us in His righteousness not only to be saved but also to serve others.  Isaiah says in verse 3, “They will 

be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.” 

     Now, I don’t think many brides would like to be compared to an oak tree, but the point God is making in this 

verse is that all of us as believers are not to be like tiny bushes that hardly make an impression to one passing 

by.  God has saved us to be like mighty oaks.  He wants others to take notice of us, because hopefully what 

they’ll see in us is God’s glory. 

     When Isaiah compared himself to a bride and groom all dressed up for their wedding in nice clothes and 

expensive jewels in verse 10, and compared believers to oaks of righteousness in verse 3, who have been 

planted by God as a display for His glory, I can’t help but think of that $11 million dollar Christmas tree.  

Although we don’t look like that on the outside, it is how God sees us being clothed with the righteousness of 

Jesus. 

     I’m sure anyone who saw that $11 million dollar Christmas tree probably thought it was pretty impressive.  

But what if in its place people had seen an old rugged cross.  Would they have wondered why a fancy hotel 

would feature such an ugly looking thing?  We know of course how God turned an old rugged cross, a tree of 

death for some, into a tree of life for all.  And that’s why we can wait with peace for Jesus’ return to this world.  

For we know that He is our Savior, the One who clothed us with the finest garments which guarantee that we 

are ready for heaven.  Don’t keep that joyful news to yourself, in the midst of your plans and preparations make 

sure you share it with others this Christmas. 

     It’s ironic that we often go into debt over the Christmas season.  Here we’re supposed to be celebrating the 

fact that the promised Messiah came to free us from the debt of sin and we go and wrack up huge bills that can 

take months to repay.  So remember the words of Isaiah and don’t get caught up in all of the buying frenzy of 

this season.  Instead use your time, your energy, and your treasures to serve others and to say thank you to the 

One who has dressed us in style to celebrate the Jubilee, our freedom from sin’s debt. 


