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     Remember the first time you tried riding a bike without training wheels?  You got on, with mom or dad 

holding the bike, and then as you started pedaling with your parents running next to you, they eventually let go.  

But, if you were like me, at some point after your parents let go, you probably fell down.  When that happened, 

did your parents get upset with you and criticize you for falling down?  No, of course not.  Instead, they picked 

you up, brushed you off, put a bandage on your knee or elbow (if necessary), and helped you back on the bike 

so that you could try again.  In other words, your failure was only temporary. 

     That’s what happened to Jonah in our Old Testament lesson for today.  On his first attempt at following 

God’s instructions, he veered off course and fell into the mouth of a big fish, where he stayed for 3 days.  God 

wanted Jonah to go the city of Nineveh to announce a difficult, yet important message to all of the people.  But 

Jonah didn’t want to go, afraid of how people might respond, so he tried running away from God.  As a result, 

he ended up inside a huge fish for 3 days, but after the fish spit Jonah out onto the land, our text says that God 

came to Jonah again and gave him a second chance.  He didn’t yell at him or criticize him, He simply picked 

Jonah up so to speak – like a parent picking up their child when they fall off a bike – and in essence said, “Let’s 

try this again.” 

     Time and time again we see people in the Bible who fell and failed God.  But instead of criticizing them, 

God picks them up, blesses them, and does amazing things through them.  For example, God told Abraham and 

his wife, Sarah, that He would give them a son.  But after waiting several years, and with Sarah well past per 

child bearing years, they thought it would never happen.  So, they both decided that it was a good idea for 

Abraham to sleep with another woman in order to have a child to keep the family line going.  And sure enough 

it worked, Abraham had a son with this other woman, because he failed to believe God’s promise.  But even 

though Abraham and Sarah failed to trust God, God kept His promise and eventually blessed Abraham and 

Sarah with a son.  Peter, in the New Testament, promised that he would never turn away from Jesus, even if 

everyone else turned away, but soon after saying that Peter denied that he ever knew Jesus, not once, not twice, 

but 3 times when questioned by others.  Peter failed Jesus miserably, but Jesus still loved him after He rose 

from the dead and in essence said to Peter, “Let’s try this again.”  And Peter then goes on to become one of the 

greatest leaders of the early church. 

     Abraham, Jonah, Peter, and many others in the Bible failed God at some point in their lives, but God did not 

give up on them.  He picked them up, gave them another chance, and sent them out to share His Word and His 

love.  Just as God did not give up on people in the Bible, He never has and never will give up on us.  And that is 

God’s message that we need to share with others.   

     Tomorrow will mark the 45th anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade decision that legalized abortion, and there 

have been many people gathering together around the country this weekend to take a stand for life at all stages.  

But there are many people who don’t want to discuss life issues, because they don’t know how others will react 

or they may be experiencing a sense of guilt in their lives.  And that’s sad, because our God is a God of life, a 

God of many second chances, not a God of death. 

     Jonah was a reluctant messenger, because he had this unpopular message from God to share with the people 

of Nineveh – “You’ve got 40 days, people of Nineveh, to change your sinful ways or else God will destroy 

you.”  That’s not exactly a message anyone would be anxious to share with others.  So, the first time God told 

Jonah to share that message, he ran away and ended up being swallowed by a fish for 3 days.  But God didn’t 

give up on Jonah.  He came to him a second time and told him to go to the city of Nineveh and proclaim the 

message I gave you 

     While the message given to Jonah was not a popular message, it was a powerful message, because it was 

God’s message.  Notice in verse 5 the reaction of the people after Jonah preached, namely that it wasn’t Jonah 

whom the people believed, it says, “The Ninevites believed God.”  Now there was probably more to Jonah’s 

message than just those 8 words at the end of verse 4.  In fact, I wonder if Jonah looked different having been 

inside a fish for 3 days to the point that when he arrived in Nineveh did people look at him and immediately 

ask, “What happened to you?”  If that happened, it would have given Jonah a wonderful opening to explain how 

he tried to run away from God, but found it impossible.  So if the Ninevites thought they could continue in their 



sinful ways, they were greatly mistaken.  God was aware of their wickedness and He was about to punish them.  

But, again, our God is a God of life, a God of mercy, who doesn’t want anyone to die.  Jonah knew this first 

hand.  He should have been destroyed for running away from God, but instead was saved and given a second 

chance when he was swallowed by that fish and spit out onto dry land.  And now God was giving the Ninevites 

a second chance.  They had 40 days to repent. 

     The Ninevites wasted no time in repenting.  They recognized the source, the truth, and the power of Jonah’s 

message as being from God and they immediately called for a fast and wore sackcloth as a sign of their sorrow 

for sin.  Then in verse 10, we see the power of God revealed, but not through threats of destruction, but through 

compassion.  Verse 10 says, “When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented 

of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.”  The power of God is seen here in 

what He did not do.  He did not punish the Ninevites.  He did not give them what they deserved.  God’s great 

love for them prevented Him from carrying out His great judgment. 

     While we may be reluctant to talk about abortion or other life issues, God has something to say about them.  

The message we have to share on life is God’s message, not ours; and it is a powerful and positive message.  

God loves human life so much that He wants to protect it from harm, so He says in the 5th Commandment: 

“You shall not murder.”  The unborn child in a mother, a child on a playground, a child with Down Syndrome 

on that same playground, a couple who is homeless, the paraplegic in a wheelchair, the young energetic 

businesswoman, the young man with MS, grandpa on the golf course, grandma in the nursing home, and my 97 

year-old aunt, who is confined to a bed and spends most of her days sleeping – all of these people are created by 

God, and all of them are people for whom Jesus died.  Therefore, they all have value, dignity, and purpose. 

     There are a lot of people in our world who have made mistakes when it comes to decisions about life and 

death; and they are filled with guilt and regret.  Don’t we want them to know about God’s love and forgiveness?  

Of course we do.  We’ve probably all had moments in our lives when we were reluctant to tell someone 

something.  There’s a little bit of Jonah in all of us.  But we should never be reluctant to share such a powerful 

and positive message of life, concerning a God who loves us and promises never to leave us.  Whether it is a 

crisis pregnancy or a terminal illness, there are no circumstances that we ever face alone or that are beyond 

God’s power to help. 

     Many people are amazed at how God allowed a fish to swallow Jonah and then spit him out on to the land – 

alive – 3 days later.  That miracle, however, is nothing compared to the one God worked in the hearts of the 

Ninevites  Can you imagine every single person in Clayton repenting of their sins and putting their faith in the 

God we worship?  This is what happened in Nineveh, a city we’re told in Jonah 4 that had a population of 

120,000 people, much larger than Clayton.  It just goes to show that we should never assume that the people we 

meet won’t listen to us or will be offended with us when we speak God’s Word to them. 

     Our God knows that we will fall and fail when it comes to following and serving Him, but each time He 

picks us up and sends us out again, never giving up on us – just like a parent teaching their child how to ride a 

bike without training wheels.  The message we have to share is God’s message, and it is one that reveals His 

love and compassion.  Therefore, as God’s forgiven children, may we never be reluctant to share such a 

powerful and positive message of love and life.      


