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     What would you do if you knew the future?  Would you share that information with others or would you 

keep it to yourself?  Last month McCall’s Bar-B-Que & Seafood restaurant in Clayton on Highway 70 closed 

for good after dinner on a Tuesday night without telling the employees or the public.  According to the 

newspaper employees learned of the closing the next morning by phone call, internal employee communication, 

and a sign on the door of the building when they showed up for work.  The owners of the restaurant, knowing 

they were going to close, said they did not give any advance notice to the employees for fear of liability issues 

or that a disgruntled employee might react drastically.  Was that the right thing for the owners to do? 

     Imagine a doctor checking a series of tests that have been conducted several times, only to find that they all 

show the same thing – the disease has spread throughout the patient’s body and there is nothing that he or 

medicine can do to bring healing.  For a moment the doctor is the only person who knows, in a sense, what the 

future holds for his patient, as his life is now numbered in days.  As the doctor enters the patient’s room, sensing 

that the patient and his family are looking to him for some kind of hopeful news, the doctor is deeply aware that 

the information he knows about the patient’s future has placed a huge responsibility on him. 

     Think of an executive in a large business firm who knows in a few weeks that his company will be 

purchased by a larger corporation.  One result, among others, will be a sharp rise in the value of his company’s 

stock.  Wall Street does not know this yet, but he does.  In his Saturday golf match, one of his friends casually 

mentions that he is about to start a college investment program for his two small children.  He asks everyone in 

his group what sort of investment they would suggest, and at that moment, the executive feels the weight of 

future knowledge.  Should he tell his friend about the upcoming merger?  His friend is not some kind of market 

expert who is seeking insider information; he is simply a father who is trying to stretch some savings into a 

decent education for his children; and if he tells his friend to invest in his company he could make some nice 

money, quickly, for his children’s college education.  On the other hand, it is illegal to reveal this privileged 

information.  The executive decides not to share his insider information, but for a few minutes, he felt the 

burden which comes when one knows the future. 

     The transfiguration of Jesus is also a glimpse into the future.  There on top of a mountain, God the Father 

showed Jesus to Peter, James, and John, in a very different light – in a way they had never seen Him before.  

And they quickly discovered that their friend, Jesus, was not just a carpenter, not just a teacher, not just a healer 

– He was much, much more. 

     Going up a mountain with Jesus was certainly not unusual for these disciples.  They had done it with Him in 

the past.  But this time, before their eyes, Jesus’ clothes suddenly became dazzling white – whiter than anything 

in the world.  Then Elijah and Moses (from the Old Testament) appeared with them, which confirmed that Jesus 

was indeed the promised Messiah – spoken of in the Old Testament.  Any doubts that these disciples might have 

had about Jesus as the true Son of God, I would think were certainly gone at this moment.  In fact, at this 

moment, it was easy for them to believe that Jesus came from heaven, because they saw with their own eyes a 

glimpse of the glory that Jesus gave up to come down to this world to be our Savior. 

     It had to be an incredible moment, and based on Peter’s words, he didn’t want this event to end.  Life on the 

mountain seemed pretty nice.  There wasn’t any suffering, nobody was there to bother them, they could have 

Jesus all to themselves, and the world of sin and death seemed far away at this moment.  So in an effort to hang 

on to this mountain top experience Peter says in verse 5, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here.  Let us make three 

tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

     We’ve all had mountaintop experiences in our lives that we did not want to end, such as a graduation, your 

wedding day, a family vacation, or a confirmation retreat like some of us had last weekend, but they all come to 

an end and we have to come back down.  It is necessary for us to return to the routine of our lives to evaluate 

and learn from the mountaintop experience.  And that’s what Peter and the other disciples had to learn about 

Jesus’ life.  It was not all experiences of glory and amazement.  God’s purpose for Jesus also involved the 

agony of the cross.  In fact, mountaintop experiences often occur only in relationship with the valleys of life, 

because it is in life’s valleys that most of us grow.  We grow as a result of having to struggle with wrong and 

evil.  We grow as a result of having to crawl and fight our way out of life’s valleys.  I think many of the 



opportunities that we are presented in life for growth are never the ones we would choose, but they are the ones 

we get. 

     And so when we reach those peaks in our lives, it is because of the strength we have gained crawling out of 

the valleys.  This Wednesday, we will begin the season of Lent, and one of the mysteries of Lent is the message 

that God’s victory in Christ came in the agony of the suffering and death of Jesus on the cross.  I don’t know if 

we will ever fully understand what that means for us, but Jesus’ journey through His valley of suffering 

definitely tells us something about God.  Lent tells us that the suffering of death and the hurt of failure are 

where we find God’s presence.  God certainly stands with us on our mountaintop experiences and we usually 

feel closer to Him during those moments, but God is also always with us to hold us up, strengthen us, and 

support us as we feel our way out of the valleys of hardship and suffering. 

     Peter, James, and John wanted to preserve this moment, but we see in our text that as quickly as it started, it 

ended just as fast.  Soon after Peter made his comments about building 3 shelters, a cloud covered them and a 

voice came from the cloud saying, “This is my Son, whom I love.  Listen to him.”  And suddenly it was over.  

No more dazzling white clothes, no more prophets from the Old Testament, no more words from God the Father 

– only Jesus, standing there with the original appearance He had when He came up the mountain with His 

disciples. 

     This incredible vision of Jesus’ future glory and the voice of God let them know that Jesus was far more than 

they had ever imagined.  But what were they going to do now?  What were they going to do with this 

knowledge of the future?  The voice of God said, “Listen to him,” and I would guess that they probably listened 

to Jesus more than ever before.  The season of Lent gives us the opportunity to listen to Jesus more with 

additional worship services on Wednesday nights. 

     Through God’s Word, we have been given a glimpse of the future – a future that does not end in death, but 

in life.  And we have a responsibility to share that news of the future with others, that this Jesus came down 

from that mountain to focus on His mission to save us.  A mission that involved climbing up another mountain, 

yet not with His disciples, but with a cross on His back. 

     Now maybe many of you have shared that Good News of Jesus’ love and forgiveness with others, and have 

invited people to worship, but they have rejected that news.  That doesn’t mean we have failed or should give 

up.  When a blind person cannot see the sun, it is not because the sun is not shining, it is because they are blind.  

So when a person rejects our invitation, it is not because the message was defective, it’s because Satan has 

blinded their hearts.  But that doesn’t mean we give up sharing this important news of the future.  Instead, we 

continue to come to worship and pray, knowing that the light of Christ’s cross and empty tomb pierces our dark 

and dreary days when nothing seems to go right, assuring us that Satan has no power over us and better days are 

ahead.  Satan may try to use our sins and failures to prompt us to live in the shadows of doubt, but God 

continues to shine on us through Jesus so that we constantly stand in the spotlight of His love. 

     We have this great advantage over the disciples in that we can see across the valley of suffering and hardships 

to another mountaintop – the peak experience of Christ’s resurrection over sin and death that we celebrate on 

Easter morning.  So we know our future is in heaven, but in the meantime we need to continue listening to Jesus, 

because in moments of great joy or times of terrible agony, He is there with us and says, “Get up, don’t be afraid, 

I am with you always.” 


