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     If you are a college basketball fan, this is the time of the year when you probably have a lot of questions.  

Will my school be selected for the NCAA tournament?  What team will we have to play in the first round?  

Does our team have any chance at winning the tournament this year?  Will any of our injured players be 

available to play?  Will the coach get fired if we lose or if we are not selected for the tournament? 

     A college basketball tournament can be a lot of fun, and while some people can get very worked up about it 

whatever happens to our favorite school in the tournament probably doesn’t affect us personally in any way.  If 

our team loses, we might ask “Why did the coach play certain players at the end of the game?” or “Why did that 

player shoot when he/she could have passed the ball to a wide open player under the basket?”  But the bottom 

line is the answers to those questions are really not very important.  We don’t worry about those answers and 

they certainly do not affect our daily lives. 

     But we may ask questions at this time of the year that do affect us such as, “Will there be any changes to the 

gun laws as a result of the recent school shootings in Florida?”  “Do I need to be concerned about the safety of 

my child at school?”  “Will the stock market go through another serious correction or loss?”  “How will my 

taxes be affected by the new tax laws?”  As confusing as our community or world may be, perhaps it is no more 

confusing than it was in the days when Jesus lived on this earth.  

     As Jesus traveled to many different areas, teaching people, healing others, and performing miracles, He 

pulled His disciples together in the verses leading up to our Scripture reading for tonight and asked them, “Who 

do people say the Son of Man is?”  After the disciples tell Him some of the misconceptions that people have of 

Him, “some say you are John the Baptist, others say you are Elijah, and others say you’re Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets,” Peter, speaking on behalf of the disciples, boldly answers correctly by saying, “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.”  Jesus explains that Peter did not come up with that answer on his own, as it was 

revealed to him by God the Father. 

     But as soon as Peter gave that correct answer, the conversation changed as Jesus began to reveal what would 

happen to Him in Jerusalem.  He would be arrested and killed, but three days later He would be raised from the 

dead.  Hearing Jesus’ prediction, Peter quickly spoke up again, but not with an answer from God.  Instead it was 

his own idea about Jesus’ plans.  Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke Him saying, “Jesus, this will never 

happen to you!”  It was as if Peter put a STOP sign in front of Jesus, suggesting that He must be confused.  

     But the STOP sign that Peter raised along Jesus’ road to Jerusalem, where He would be arrested and 

crucified, was not one that Jesus could obey.  In His love for us, in obedience to His Father’s will, Jesus moved 

forward, following His path to the cross.  I’m sure Peter and the other disciples must have thought, “Jesus, the 

Christ, the Son of the living God is going to suffer at the hands of our religious leaders and be killed?  That 

cannot be God’s plan.”  But Peter’s thoughts in this case were not the thoughts of God.  Earlier tonight we 

heard God say in the book of Isaiah, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways…as 

the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.”  There would be no stopping God with His plans to save us. 

     Yet when Peter simply expressed his thoughts to Jesus, it appears that Jesus replies rather harshly by saying, 

“Get behind me, Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, 

but on the things of man.”  So Peter was now Satan?  Wasn’t Jesus overreacting a bit?  Hadn’t Peter meant well 

by insisting that Jesus did not have to suffer and die?  He may have meant well, but Peter had inadvertently 

tempted Jesus in the same way as Satan did when Jesus was in the wilderness after His baptism.  At that time 

Satan had told Jesus that if He wanted to receive glory and honor from all the nations of the world, He didn’t 

have to die on a cross, all He had to do was simply bow down and worship Satan instead.  Satan was offering 

Jesus a crown without a cross, but Jesus knew that there would be no crown for us if He did not endure the 

cross. 

     Jesus was the Word made flesh, sent forth by God the Father, and He would accomplish His Father’s will 

and purpose.  He would go to the cross to save us.  He would succeed in the work for which God the Father had 

sent Him.  There would be no stopping Jesus.  



     But the cross of Jesus places a STOP sign in our path.  Jesus, after speaking of His own death, said, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  Jesus does not take 

second place or a back seat to anyone or anything.  So to follow Him involves a willingness to lose everything, 

even your own life, for His sake.  In our culture, with the freedom to worship as we choose, we may not risk 

losing our lives for our faith, but to carry our cross today involves denying ourselves and putting the interests of 

others ahead of our own, as Jesus did for you.  When it comes to doing this for a family member or friend that’s 

not so hard, but denying yourself for someone who has hurt you is a lot more difficult. 

     Peter confessed his faith in Jesus, yet tried to stop Jesus from going to the cross, and later he denied even 

knowing Jesus.  Like Peter, we confess our faith, but like Peter we often don’t want to see or take up the cross 

that is before us.  Like Peter, we deny Jesus in our sin and selfishness, but Jesus could not be stopped.  He went 

to the cross for Peter, for you, and for me.  We are forgiven and Jesus’ victory over sin and death is our victory.  

Therefore, as we live and serve others in Jesus name, there’s no stopping us.   

 

 

  


