
“Road Narrows” 

Mark 11:1-11 

March 25, 2018 

 

     Last Tuesday I received an email that was being passed around from several guys in my college class asking 

us to remember one of the guys in our class who had died several years ago.  There have been several guys in 

my college class who have died since I graduated over 30 years ago and I did not remember receiving an email 

like this in the past asking us to remember some of the others who had died, so I was curious why this email 

was being passed around.  As I scrolled through the email, I discovered that last Tuesday marked the 15th 

anniversary of the start of the conflict in Iraq.  And this guy from my class had died in that conflict back in 

2003.  I must admit I was a little embarrassed I had not remembered that it had been 15 years since the conflict 

in Iraq had started.  In fact, I would guess that most of us probably did not realize that last week marked the 15 

anniversary of the start of that conflict.  But I’m sure most of us remember how we were glued to our 

televisions and computers 15 years ago as the “shock and awe” campaign, as it was known as at the time, got 

underway in which the President of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, was to be quickly removed by force and a new 

government would be put in its place.  Expectations for success were very high as many people thought, at the 

time, that this would be a short war, as our fire power would overwhelm the enemy. 

     But, while Saddam Hussein was eventually captured and a new government was put in place, the violence in 

the region did not end.  We still have members of the military serving in that country today and last week a 

helicopter crashed in Iraq, killing all 7 of the American service members on board.  15 years ago there appeared 

to be a lot of cheering as our nation sent people off to war, and while support for our troops continues to be very 

strong, it appears the cheering has stopped as most people hardly even think about the ongoing violence in Iraq 

these days. 

     On this day we call Palm Sunday, large masses of people lined the streets of the city of Jerusalem to cheer 

Jesus as He entered on a donkey.  People waved and spread palm branches and their cloaks on the ground 

before Him, and shouted “Hosanna!”  (A word that means “save us.”)  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord!”  Great crowds came to hear Jesus preach, and a wave of high expectations swept through the 

country.  People had seen Jesus perform many miracles, including healing two blind men right before He 

entered this parade in Jerusalem.  Just think of how modern medicine has yet to give someone their sight back.  

While doctors can improve eyesight or heal some temporary blindness through surgery, they have not been able 

to find a cure for blindness.  But if the crowds were not that impressed with Jesus giving sight to the blind, they 

were surely impressed when Jesus had earlier raised his friend Lazarus from the dead.  So having witnessed 

these miracles, the Palm Sunday crowd was convinced that Jesus was a powerful king worth following. 

     But the cheering did not last long.  While Jesus is a great king, who has power over death, He did not enter 

Jerusalem as some tough general who would kick out the dreaded Romans, who were ruling the nation at the 

time, as many hoped He would.  Instead, He entered into Jerusalem in humility, riding on a donkey as the Old 

Testament prophet, Zechariah, had foretold.  Jesus’ road narrowed from His wide ministry throughout Israel to 

this final city street that would lead to His suffering and death on a cross.  But why did the cheering stop? 

     One reason why the cheering stopped is that Jesus began talking more and more about commitment.  In fact, 

the next day, after Palm Sunday, Jesus stopped by a fig tree because He was hungry, but He didn’t find any figs 

on this tree.  So Jesus then withered the tree from its roots, because it wasn’t producing any fruit.  He point was 

that we, as His followers, must produce fruitful committed lives to Him and each other. 

     Then, a day or two later, Jesus made another call to commitment by announcing that the greatest 

commandment is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength; and to love your 

neighbor as yourself.  And by “neighbor” Jesus meant all people, including the poor, the lame, the blind, the 

sick, and the outcasts of society.  What’s really amazing about all of the events leading up to Palm Sunday is 

that it was the poor, the powerless, or the disenfranchised of society who recognized Jesus as the Savior of the 

world.  For example, one of the blind men that Jesus healed on His way to Jerusalem called out to Him, “Jesus, 

son of David, have mercy on me.”  But what was the response of the crowd?  They rebuked this man and told 

him to be quiet. 

     When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, the Bible tells us that it was children who were standing on the temple 

steps shouting “Hosanna” and waving palm branches.  (We even sang about that in our song right before this 



sermon – the opening line states, “Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang.”)  It was children who were 

getting under the skin of the religious leaders of the land, because the Gospel of Matthew tells us that they 

asked Jesus, “Do you hear what those children are saying?”  And Jesus replies, “Yes, and if I tried to keep the 

people quiet, the stones on the ground would then cry out.”  Time and again in Scripture it is the ones who are 

powerless in society who recognize Jesus as the Savior of the world, while those who have power resist Him.  

Why did the cheering stop?  Because Jesus opened the doors of heaven to all people and that angered some 

people; and He asked for a commitment from people, but that is not what He saw or heard. 

     The second reason the cheering stopped is because Jesus began to talk more and more about a cross.  In the 

early part of His ministry, Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God and the people wanted to hear about it, 

because they mistakenly thought that Jesus was referring to the land of Israel becoming a “superpower” nation 

once again as it was in the days of the Old Testament during the reign of King David.  But increasingly Jesus 

began to talk about sacrifice – even giving up your own life.  Well, the people didn’t want to hear that, and so 

the cheering stopped; but that didn’t stop Jesus from fulfilling His mission of giving His life on a cross for the 

sins of the world.  As the King of kings, Jesus could have stopped His suffering at any time.  When the people 

taunted Him saying, “If you are the Christ, then come down from the cross and we’ll believe in you!” Jesus 

could have easily come down from the cross.  Just imagine how many times His love for His family must have 

pulled at His heart.  But His heart also heard the cries of the poor and the despair of those who were lost.  His 

heart saw the faces of the people gathered around Him – some cheering, some confused, and some filled with 

hate.  Jesus could have turned back in a heartbeat, but He didn’t, because His heart also beat for you.  He 

thought of how if he didn’t suffer and die, we would have to spend an eternity in hell away from His love.  And 

that’s not what Jesus wanted.  He wants all of us to be in heaven with Him.  So just like a king who surrenders 

to the enemy so that his army can go free, Jesus gave up His life on a cross to free us from the punishment of 

our sins and as a result there is now heavenly peace between God and us. 

     Yes, in less than a week the cheers for Jesus stopped, and many times in our world it appears that the cheers 

have stopped, but I pray that they will never stop in our hearts, but will only get louder as we seek to go beyond 

just waving to our neighbors and instead caring for them, loving them, and inviting them this week to worship 

with us.  This is the time of the year that people will be a lot more open to invitations to come and worship with 

us.  But as we prepare to celebrate Easter next Sunday, even the date of Easter this year – April 1 – can make 

things challenging for us in our society as we invite others to come and worship with us.  I thought you might 

enjoy the following video that demonstrates what I mean. 

May the Lord bless you as you serve Jesus and as you follow Him on the narrow road all the way to the cross 

this week.   


