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     “What are you doing?  Sit up.  Put your phone away.  Pay attention.”  If I was serious about the things I just 

said, you might have thought, “What’s bothering Pastor Bill?  What’s his problem today?”  The disciples, in our 

Gospel lesson for today, might have been thinking that same thing about Jesus as they watched the normally 

mild-mannered teacher flip over tables and with a whip drive merchants and animals out of the temple.  What 

was bothering Jesus is actually something that should concern all of us and all Christians. 

     Jesus and His disciples had come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover and one of the requirements for the 

Passover celebration was each person or family had to present an appropriate animal to be sacrificed, and you 

had to pay a temple tax to support the worship there.  Many people did not want to bring their animals with 

them on the journey to Jerusalem or they just didn’t have an animal that was acceptable for the sacrifice.  So the 

priests in charge of the temple set up places inside the temple where animals could be inspected to see if they 

were worthy to be sacrificed to God. However, if their animals were deemed “unworthy,” people were then 

required to buy an approved animal to be used for their sacrifice.  In addition, people who were traveling to 

Jerusalem from other countries had to exchange their foreign currency in order to pay the temple tax.  As a 

result, a booming business had developed inside the temple of selling animals and exchanging currency.  But 

the problem was the merchants and priests were cheating the people.  They regularly rejected animals that 

people brought to sacrifice on some kind of technicality which forced the people to buy animals that the 

merchants and priests had for sale at an inflated price and the currency exchange rates were not fair to the 

people, as well. So when Jesus and the disciples arrived on the scene, shady business practices and animals had 

filled the temple to the point that no one was able to worship in the temple any longer. 

     What a breath of fresh air, literally, it must have been when Jesus made a whip to drive out those animals, 

flipped over the tables, and drove the merchants out of the temple.  At the same time I wonder if the disciples 

felt a little embarrassed as they watched Jesus, kind of like the way we feel when someone in our group starts to 

complain loudly at a restaurant about the service or the food.  As the disciples wondered what was bothering 

Jesus, it says in verse 17 that they remembered a prophecy from Psalm 69 that says, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.”  That’s what was bothering Jesus – a lack of zeal or intense love for God’s house.  God’s house 

was to be a place of prayer, a place where God came to sinners and freely gave them His love and forgiveness.  

So when Jesus drove out the merchants and animals from the temple what He was also doing was getting rid of 

the whole system that presumed a person must or could earn their way into heaven with the payment of a tax or 

a sacrifice of an animal. 

     In other words, Jesus was saying that the temple, then, and the church, today, is not in the business of 

cashing in on the worship of God or commercializing our relationship with God.  Instead, the temple or the 

church is a place where the sacrifice God looks for is in our hearts and the road to heaven does not go through 

the blood of animals, it goes through the blood of Jesus on the cross.  Just as many of these reality home 

improvement TV shows today show people taking old, run down, abused houses and turning them or flipping 

them into beautiful places that will improve their value, I’m sure it was refreshing for people to see Jesus flip 

that temple from a place that had been abused and run down by merchants and priests, and restore the value and 

importance of it again as God’s house of prayer and praise for all people.   

     Wouldn’t it be refreshing for such an attitude to be prevalent in all of our churches today?  Unfortunately, 

even within the church, it seems many people are only concerned with the bottom line – what will bring people 

in and what will pay the bills.  As a result of this, many churches are known or remembered then as, “Oh, that’s 

the church that has the fun 4th of July festival every year,” or “that’s the church that has the best chicken 

dinners.”  Now, there’s nothing wrong with holiday festivals, chicken dinners, or churches having fundraisers, 

or when any of our ministries or groups sell things, but wouldn’t we rather have people look at our church and 

instead say, “That’s the church where you will always hear the Word of God taught and preached clearly, and 

where the people are committed to growing in their faith according to what the Word of God says and not what 

the world says.” 

     Or let’s bring it a little closer to home.  Think for a moment how you evaluate worship.  After you come 

home from church do you ever find yourself saying, “I didn’t like that service today.  None of the songs/hymns 



were familiar.  There was so much noise from children I could hardly concentrate.  The pastor’s sermon was too 

long, and did you see what that one lady was wearing at communion?”  When we think like that, who’s at the 

center of that view of worship?  Not God.  I am, me.  I want worship to be done my way, because what I think 

of worship is what counts.  That’s the attitude toward worship that Jesus condemned in the temple that day and 

that He still condemns today.  Instead of asking, “What’s in it for me?” it would be better to ask, “Did our 

worship service glorify God today?  Did it help me to get a stronger hold on God’s grace?  Did it encourage me 

to want to share God’s love with others?”  Maybe Jesus needs to flip our hearts, maybe we need Jesus to set us 

straight on what is really important?  That’s why Jesus was so angry with what was happening in the temple, 

very simply, it wasn’t giving glory to God in God’s own house. 

     When Jesus cleared the temple, He also had a hidden agenda.  It was hard to see at the time, but when Jesus 

flipped the temple by driving out the merchants and animals, the religious leaders of the day were not happy as 

you can imagine.  Instead of thanking Him for restoring the temple’s value as a holy place of God, they 

challenged Jesus by asking, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  So 

Jesus said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  Well, Jesus knew they weren’t going to do 

that, especially since it took them 46 years to restore the temple, but He knew such a statement would get them 

angry.  And this was Jesus’ hidden agenda.  When Jesus made that statement, He was not talking about the 

temple building.  He was talking about His body.  In a sign of grace Jesus was promising to offer His own body 

on the cross to pay for their sins and rise from the dead to give them eternal life.  But the religious leaders did 

not understand that at all, and Jesus knew it.  He also knew that His statement about destroying the temple 

would anger the religious leaders to the point that they would eventually influence the people to shout, “Crucify 

Him!”  This way Jesus could end up on the cross and die for the sins of all people, but 3 days later His body, 

His temple, would rise from the dead. 

     This plan of Jesus becomes clearer when He was arrested.  The religious leaders were looking for charges 

against Him that would put Him to death, but they couldn’t find any.  Finally they got some people to stand up 

and say at His trial before Pilate, “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple and in 3 days I will build 

another one.’”  And those words were then used to send Jesus to the cross.  When Jesus died on that cross it was 

the ultimate cleansing, as His death cleansed our bodies, our temples, of any sin that we had ever thought, 

spoken, or committed. 

     So what’s bothering you today?  Is it a desire for money?  Is it a need to be more important than others?  Is it 

a drive to influence people to get whatever you want?  That’s what was bothering the priests and leaders of 

Jesus’ day and look what it did to them.  It made them blind to God’s love and His concern for them.  Don’t let 

the things of this world bother or consume you to the point that you miss God’s love for you and others.  Let 

Jesus’ love consume you – His love for you, His love for God’s house, and His love for others. 


