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     Last month we had the great joy of installing Rebekah as our Director of Family Ministry here at Holy 

Cross, and many of you know that finding and calling Rebekah to be our Director of Family Ministry was quite 

a process.  We formed a committee of 9 individuals to develop a job description, discuss expectations for this 

position, read through resumes’ of qualified candidates, and interview the ones who we felt would be a good fit 

for our congregation.  Rebekah was one of two people we interviewed, and when we met with her back in 

March we asked her questions, such as, “What do you consider to be the focal point of family ministry in the 

church?  What experiences have you had with youth, mission trips, and small groups?  What are your strengths 

that you would bring to this position?”  And then comes the question everyone dreads.  It’s a question that I’m 

sure many of you have dreaded answering in a job interview.  If you have been asked to list your strengths for a 

job, then you know the next question will be, “What are your weaknesses?” 

     Now how do you answer that question?  If you say you don’t have any weaknesses, then you run the risk of 

sounding arrogant; but if you actually list your weaknesses or if you have a lot of them, then you may worry 

that the company or the church might not hire you or call you. 

     Monster.com, the job search website, describes a variety of strategies for answering the question of 

weaknesses.  One approach is to disguise your weakness as a strength.  For example, you might say, “I’m such a 

perfectionist that I sometimes expect too much of myself or others.”  Another strategy is to minimize your 

weakness by explaining how you’ve already overcome it, such as, “I can be a very task-oriented person, but 

I’ve learned that working with people is the most effective way to accomplish a goal.”  A third strategy is to 

share a real weakness, but just make sure it is not relevant to the position.  For example, when Rebekah was 

interviewing with us I don’t think we would have recommended to all of you that we call her as our Family 

Ministry Director if she said, “I don’t work well with children and I’m not very patient when dealing with 

parents.” 

     Revealing our weaknesses is one of the last things we want to do, whether looking for a job, applying to a 

school, pursuing a relationship, or just talking to friends.  We don’t even like to admit our weaknesses to 

ourselves, let alone to other people.  But we learn from God’s Word that we don’t have to deny or disguise or 

dismiss our weaknesses as insignificant.  Instead, we can recognize our weaknesses and allow God to use them, 

as a way to show His power and as a means to accomplish great and unexpected things. 

     Paul, the writer of our second lesson from 2 Corinthians, had all kinds of strengths.  He was a powerful 

leader before He became a Christian.  In fact, his life was a lot easier before he became a Christian.  But after an 

amazing conversion experience where he went from an enemy of Jesus to an apostle of Jesus, he traveled the 

world starting churches in different areas and he wrote letters that we find in our Bible to encourage believers in 

areas known as Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, and Corinth.  He was so admired and respected that people in many 

churches proudly called themselves “followers of Paul.”  But in our second lesson for today, Paul is going 

through a difficult time in his life.  Even though he founded this wonderful church in Corinth, many people 

there were beginning to question his credentials as an apostle.  You see, he wasn’t one of the original 12 

disciples of Jesus.  He didn’t preach by using incredible visions or revelations he had from God, or bragging 

about some amazing spiritual experiences he had in his life, as other teachers or religious leaders claimed such 

experiences as credentials for ministry.  Instead, in the midst of people questioning and doubting him, Paul 

chooses to boast about his weaknesses.  

     Can you imagine that?  Can you imagine a political leader, an athlete, or a Hollywood star being criticized 

about their abilities or credentials, instead of talking about their strengths or accomplishments to defend 

themselves, they decide to talk about their weaknesses?  But that’s exactly what Paul does.  In particular, Paul 

talks in verse 7 about a “thorn in his flesh.”  We don’t know exactly what this thorn was, but it was probably 

something that made it difficult for Paul to do his work as an apostle of Jesus.  In fact, Paul referred to this thorn 

as a “messenger of Satan,” and he asked God 3 times to take it away, but each time God said, “no.”  All he 

wants to do is serve God and this thorn is preventing him from doing his job effectively, but all 3 times God 

said, “No, I will not take it away.  My grace is sufficient for you, Paul.” 



     What’s interesting, though, is that Satan did not give Paul that thorn.  Satan was involved, but he was just a 

tool being used by God.  God is the one who gave Paul this “gift of suffering,” which begs the questions: 

“Why?”  What had Paul done to deserve this kind of suffering?  And the answer is: nothing.  This difficult 

experience and many others that Paul had to endure were part of God’s will for Paul’s life.  God was using them 

to remind Paul that even though he was very successful, he was still a sinner, who was completely dependent on 

God’s grace. 

     This doesn’t mean, though, that if we are suffering we should just give up and not pray.  Quite the opposite.  

Paul didn’t enjoy suffering, so he prayed for relief.  And sometimes God takes that thorn away when we pray, 

but sometimes, in His wisdom, He doesn’t.  Sometimes God allows hardships to enter our lives so that He can 

keep us humble and to remind us just how much we need His grace. 

     Have you ever heard the phrase, “God will never give you more than you can handle.”  Many times people 

use that phrase when they are trying to offer comfort to someone in the midst of hardship or pain.  But I’ve 

never cared for that statement, because it’s really not accurate.  God often allows us to be in situations that are 

too much for us to handle.  Not so He can brag and say, “See, I knew you couldn’t handle it,” but to teach us 

that there is nothing that God cannot handle.  God’s saving power is often seen most clearly against the 

background of human weakness.  In other words, weaknesses keep us dependent on Christ and allow Him to 

shine through us in ways He couldn’t, if we were healthy and strong. 

     Just think about it, it’s easy to believe God loves us when everything is going well.  But how would you feel 

if you were falsely imprisoned?  How would you feel if you had an incurable, debilitating illness?  Would you 

feel God’s love and protection if you were hungry or in danger of death?  Would you question God’s mercy if 

your suffering was not relieved?  It’s perfectly natural for someone who’s been healed of a disease to stand up 

and give thanks to God, but I think it’s even more amazing to hear someone give thanks to God in the midst of a 

disease. 

     So what’s your “thorn in the flesh?”  What personal weakness causes you difficulty or hinders your ability to 

serve Jesus freely and effectively?  We all have weaknesses, but the main question for us to consider is: How 

can we handle our weaknesses in ways that allow God to display His power in us and through us? 

     Maybe you’re going through some difficult times right now or maybe someone is making your life 

frustrating.  Whatever it might be, know that it is part of God’s plan for your life and He knows exactly what 

you need.  God always accomplishes great things through our trials and weaknesses.  Many of you can give 

some powerful testimonies to that truth.  Just look at the life of Jesus.  Nowhere was the human weakness of 

Christ more evident than on the cross, where Jesus – who was without sin – died alone and abandoned.  But it 

was through Jesus’ weakness – His suffering and death – that God accomplished His greatest saving work.  He 

saved all of humanity and conquered death and the devil through Jesus’ resurrection. 

     We may not always understand our sufferings at the time, but through them we will not only come to know 

Jesus more deeply, but we’ll also become more like Him as well.  So let us, like Paul, boast not in our strengths, 

but in our weaknesses, so that Jesus and His power and His love, will be clearly revealed through all of us for 

others to see. 


