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     Next weekend the Wright Brothers National Memorial in Kill Devil Hills will reopen its newly renovated visitor 

center.  In the new space people will be able to see the problems Orville and Wilber Wright solved and the methods 

they used that ultimately led to their first flight in 1903.  Now I would guess that in the 1800s nobody really thought 

that people would ever be able to fly, but the Wright brothers made it possible.  While the ability then to fly all around 

the country and even the world became possible, just imagine how many people in the 1950s thought going to the 

moon and walking on the moon was impossible.  However, in the 1970s we did just that – the impossible became 

possible.  I remember as a child reading or following comic book characters or watching superheroes on television who 

had all kinds of cool gadgets or pocket size communication devises.  I certainly didn’t think that it would ever really be 

possible to actually talk to someone on a device the size of your wristwatch, but today that happens all the time. 

     All of these examples demonstrate what people can do.  But consider what God does – how He easily makes the 

impossible become possible.  We were all born into this world as sinners.  It’s a fatal flaw we all have; because of our 

sin we are born outside of God’s family – which means we are separated from Him, and it is impossible for us to work 

our way into God’s family.  But only by God’s grace, through faith in Jesus, who died for our sins and rose from the 

dead, does the impossible become possible, as God makes us members of His heavenly family.  Paul describes God’s 

grace in Ephesians when he writes in Chapter 2: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not 

from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  This is what Jesus teaches us in our 

Gospel lesson as a man comes up to Him and asks Him a rather odd question. 

     The man, very respectfully, asks, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Now if you think for a 

moment about the word, “inherit,” you will realize what a strange question this was from the man.  After all, imagine if 

you asked your parents, “What must I do to get my inheritance?”  How would they answer that question or if you are a 

parent, how would you answer that question?  When you’re talking about an inheritance, the only logical answer a 

parent could give is, “You have to outlive me.”  In others words, there is nothing a person does to get an inheritance.  

You simply live and it comes to you when another person dies. 

     So the problem we see here in the first verse of this text is that when the man asks Jesus this question he is putting 

the emphasis on himself and what he could do to save himself – which is impossible, since human beings cannot save 

themselves.  Now Jesus knows what the man is looking for, so it’s like Jesus plays along with him to help him 

understand what he’s asking for is impossible.  But he has come to the right person, the only person, who can make it 

possible. 

     First, Jesus wants him to realize who He is – the Savior of the world, the Son of God, God in the flesh, because the 

man only refers to Him as “Good Teacher.”  So Jesus says, “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God 

alone.”  Jesus did not say He was God, but He wants the man to understand the implications of calling Him “good.”  If 

only God is “good,” then what does it mean that you are calling me “good”?  But knowing the man was focused only 

on himself and not God, Jesus then answers the man’s question by referring to the commandments that involve him 

doing things for others – do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness, do not defraud, 

honor your mother and father.  And the man says that he has kept all of those commandments.  (Really?  None of us 

can say that we have kept all of those commandments perfectly), but with his question it appears that he believes he is 

close to getting eternal life, but he is not quite satisfied with himself, there must be something more he has to do. 

     Jesus then gets to the heart of the matter.  Jesus knows that behind this man’s question or what prompted the 

question is an issue of values.  What does this man value the most in his life?  Jesus knows that this man loves or values 

his money and possessions more than Him.  So to make him aware of his sinfulness, Jesus gets right to the heart of this 

issue by saying in verse 21, “You lack one thing,” meaning you’re good at following commandments 4-10, but you’re 

failing to follow the first commandment – You shall have no other gods before me.  And to prove His point, Jesus says, 

“Go, sell all that you have and give to the poor…then come follow me.”  Jesus is not criticizing wealth at this moment.  

In fact, He met many rich people in the past and never told them to sell everything they had and give it to the poor  

What Jesus is doing here is questioning the man’s values. 

     Actually, there are two parts to Jesus’ answer.  First, “go and sell everything you have.”  That’s the part we often 

focus on, because it’s the most shocking.  But the second part of Jesus’ answer to the man is, “Follow me.”  And that’s 

the most important.  It’s what Jesus said to everyone He met – fishermen, tax collectors, Pharisees, and prostitutes.  

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  “Follow me, because I am the way, the truth, and the life.”  “Follow 

me, because I have come to give you life and life to the full.”  The one thing this man truly lacked in his life was a 



relationship with Jesus.  Time, money, and talent can get you pretty far in this life, but they can’t get you into heaven.  

You can only get there through a relationship with Jesus. 

     Jesus wanted to have a relationship with this man, after all it says in verse 21 that Jesus loved him, but He knew that 

something was getting in the way, and for this man it was money, and as long as this man held on to his money, he 

would never take hold of the life that Jesus had for him.  So that’s why Jesus challenged him: “Go and sell your 

possessions and give the money to the poor, then come follow me.”  But this was the one thing the man wouldn’t do, 

and the text says that he walked away sorrowful, because he had great possessions – meaning great wealth.  This is one 

of those rare times when Jesus says to an individual, “Follow me,” and the response is “no.”  The disciples left their 

jobs, their trades, their professions to follow Jesus, but not this man.  He couldn’t do it, so he walked away very sad. 

     Are there things getting in the way of your relationship with Jesus today?  Maybe for some of us it is money.  

Maybe we work too hard and neglect the more important things in life, like family or church, just so we can have more 

money to buy more things or to retire early.  Maybe it’s comfort that keeps us from fully following Jesus.  I’ve met 

people before who have said, “Pastor, I have volunteered for years in the church and I want a break.  Other people need 

to step up and do the work.  I deserve to relax now and just sit.”  One of the many things that I admire about this 

congregation is that we remain focused on outreach to others outside of this church in so many ways – Matthew 

Ministry, Backpack Buddies, LWML, Disaster Relief, Open Arms, Scouting, and that often involves being 

uncomfortable at times.  And now we are planning to expand our facility in order to expand these ministries and start 

new outreach ministries, and this involves more of our money, which can be uncomfortable. 

     I’m sure we’ve all had moments of hardships and struggles in which we look to Jesus for answers, but sometimes 

the answers Jesus gives us are not easy, as this man in our text discovered.  And Jesus understands those struggles, after 

all, He could have chosen to remain in the comforts of heaven with His Heavenly Father forever.  But instead, Jesus 

chose to come to this earth and to live in poverty and die on a cross for the sole purpose that you and I could become 

rich and live with Him forever.  Jesus chose to make possible what was impossible for us to do on our own (having life 

with God) by pushing aside all of the temptations, distractions, and things of this world and remaining committed and 

obedient to His Heavenly Father – which involved great sacrifice.  Having a relationship with Jesus means trusting Him 

and living with Him in all aspects of life – the good and the bad.  So what will you do in your life?  Play it safe and live 

for yourself or let go and take a leap of faith by being generous with what God gives you and allow Jesus to give 

meaning to your life by working in you and through you as He will meet your needs and make all things possible?    

 


