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     You may have heard the story of two young children talking to each other about some problems they were 

having with their parents.  One of them complained to the other saying, “First they teach you to talk; then they 

teach you to walk, and as soon as you learn how, they tell you to ‘Sit down and be quiet.’” 

     In our Gospel lesson for today it appears that Jesus’ disciples were attempting to keep children from coming 

to Jesus.  In a sense it appears that they wanted children to “sit down and be quiet.”  Why did the disciples act 

this way?  Did they view Jesus like a rock star or a politician, and felt that they needed to protect Jesus from 

people touching Him?  Did they think He was too busy to take time for children?  Did they feel that children 

were just not important to Jesus, that children did not belong in God’s kingdom?  The disciples’ behavior was 

definitely strange, especially since they saw Jesus bring a 12 year-old girl back to life, they saw Jesus take the 

time to heal a woman’s daughter from demon possession, and just a few days earlier – when the disciples were 

arguing about who was the greatest among them – Jesus had a child stand before them and said, “Whoever 

welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me.”  So why would the disciples try to prevent 

parents from bringing their children to Jesus? 

     Sadly, over the centuries, and even today, there are still some Christians who have adopted the same attitude 

as the disciples.  They try to send children away or they don’t consider children to be valuable members of 

God’s kingdom.  I think it is important for us to listen to children.   They hear things that we do not hear.  They 

can figure out how all of the functions on our cell phones and tablets work without the instructions.  Their faith 

is simple and sincere.  We see that each week right here during our Children’s Message and I see it every day at 

our Open Arms Christian child development center. 

     Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.”  Worship is certainly livelier and richer with children 

present.  Children worshipping alongside adults learn lessons they will remember all their lives.  But when 

Jesus went on to say that, “…the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these,” and “…whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it,” we need to understand that this invitation from Jesus 

is not just for “children” under the age of 18.  It is an invitation that goes out to children of all ages, whether 

you’re 2 or 92, to come to Him.  Jesus stands among us today and He personally invites each one of us to come 

close to Him.  He longs for an opportunity to work in each of us – to mold us and shape us into the kind of 

people He wants us to be.  But Jesus is not talking about simply having a casual relationship with us.  His 

invitation is for us to come closer to Him today than we were yesterday, so He can speak to us and through us. 

     Did you ever notice how some people just seem to radiate the love of God?  They always have a positive 

attitude and they have this sense of peace about them even in the midst of difficult situations.  People noticed 

that about the disciples after Jesus’ resurrection.  In the book of Acts it says, “When they saw the courage of 

Peter and John…they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)  The 

invitation is there and the opportunities for us to grow close to Jesus are numerous.  I pray that God will give 

you the desire to grow close or closer to Him. 

     God’s Word today tells us not only about the invitation of Jesus, but it also tells us about the grace of Jesus.  

After Jesus told the disciples to let the children come to Him, our text for today says that “…He took them in 

His arms and blessed them, laying His hands on them.”  I always love the fact that Jesus often touched people, 

especially those that society shunned, like the sick or those caught in adultery, and those who were not 

considered to be important – like children and the poor.  Well, this text reminds us that Jesus wants to touch 

you.  He wants to reach out to you with His amazing grace and touch you with forgiveness, hope, healing, and 

new life to help you grow in your faith and in your walk with Him. 

     Do you remember the first time you were touched by Jesus?  For many of us we might say the first time 

Jesus touched us was in our baptism, when He made us a member of His family.  Our parents heard the 

invitation of Jesus, “Let the little children come to me,” and they brought us to be baptized, because God 

promised us the forgiveness of sin, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and everlasting life.  Again, in the book of Acts, 

Peter gave the invitation of God in his first sermon by telling the people, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 

you, in the name of Jesus, for the forgiveness of sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The 

promise is for you and your children.” (Acts 2:38-39)  And 3000 people were then baptized that day and joined 



the church.  That’s why it is so sad when a church denies baptism to a child, as though baptism was not a gift of 

God, but rather an act of obedience on the person’s part.  That thinking in no way agrees with what Jesus said 

today in Mark 10: “Let the little children come to me for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

     While I may not remember my baptism, I know that on October 18, 1964, when I was just 7 weeks old, Jesus 

laid His powerful hands and blessing on me and made me His own.  On that day He began a good work in me 

and promised, on His part, to be faithful to carry it out to completion until the day of Jesus Christ.  And now 

what He wants me to do is to keep myself close to Him so that He can touch me over and over again with His 

forgiveness and grace. 

     Unfortunately, many people do not understand that.  When it comes to Baptism, they have this idea that it’s 

nothing more than just some ritual.  You’re brought up to the baptismal font or maybe you stand in a pool or a 

lake, God then waves His magic wand over you and “shazam” you are a Christian for the rest of your life – and 

then it doesn’t matter whether you stay close to Him or not.  I had a seminary professor tell me that there is a 

Hebrew word for this kind of thinking, it’s pronounced “Bologna!”  Your baptism and my baptism, Jesus’ touch 

on our lives, has meaning only as we remain connected to Him in faith. 

     Whenever a person is baptized in this church, we read the Great Commission of Jesus in our liturgy that 

says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you.”  That last part, “teaching them” means that we haven’t just been 

taught once, but that we’re in an on-going process of being taught.  And that’s why we offer Sunday School and 

“Family Night” and small group studies for adults, youth, and children.  We can never learn too much about 

Jesus and these are ways, in addition to worship, that enable us to stay close to Him. 

     But our world, along with our sinful motivations and Satan’s influences, would love to keep us away from 

Jesus – just as the disciples did to the parents who were bringing their children to Jesus.  Satan working in our 

world will try anything and everything to keep us out of worship, out of a small group Bible study, and from 

using our gifts to serve God.  He will tempt you with all sorts of activities – your job, sports, leisure activities, 

yard work – to get you to misplace your spiritual priorities.  So today is a call and an invitation for all of us, 

children of God of all ages, to focus once again on Jesus, who died on a cross so that we might experience His 

grace for our  misplaced priorities and our wayward actions.  I have never met anyone who, at the end of their 

life, regretted spending Sundays in worship, but I have met plenty of people who, at the end of their life, 

regretted missing worship because they were too tired or too busy doing other things that they thought were 

more important. 

     God has placed His hands on us, He saved us, and He’s sending us out with great things to do that will help 

many others come into a relationship with Him.  The invitation has been given.  So as God’s children, who have 

been touched by Him, and have been clothed with His forgiveness and life, let us go out and extend His touch to 

others by Sharing His Word and Living His Love. 

       


