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     I was listening to a sports talk radio show last month when one of the hosts mentioned at the start of the 

show that as he was driving into work that morning, he noticed that one of the homes in his neighborhood 

already had their outdoor Christmas lights and decorations up on the house before Halloween.  And the host 

said, “That’s just not right.  It’s too early”  Meanwhile the other host thought it was a great idea.  He said that he 

normally puts up his outdoor Christmas decorations right after Halloween, but thought since Christmas 

decorations make people happy why not put them up even before November. 

     I think year after year we sort of shake our heads in amazement as to how early some homes, stores, and 

even cities get ready for Christmas.  Lowes Home Improvement in our area had Christmas items for sale before 

Halloween.  I noticed the town of Clayton was putting up Christmas decorations about 10 days ago as they were 

taking down the America flags from their Veterans’ Day displays.  And downtown Raleigh had their Christmas 

parade before Thanksgiving on November 17.  While it may seem out of place to have those decorations or 

displays up before Thanksgiving or even Halloween, I realize that when I consider big, exciting things in life, 

such as a wedding – which some people spend a year planning; or retirement – which some people spend years 

planning for and saving – maybe it’s true, in light of our Gospel lesson, that one can never start too early to get 

ready for something big. 

     Are you ready for Christmas this year?  Our Gospel lesson for today actually sets the stage for our Christmas 

preparations.  I would like to read for you again Verses 24-26: Jesus said, “In those days, after that tribulation, 

the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 

powers in the heavens will be shaken.  And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 

power and glory.”  While this text is all about the second coming of Christ to this earth, the point I want to 

make is that the coming of Christmas and the Second Coming of Christ both involve preparations.  But the 

difference between this text and Christmas is what people are preparing for in their lives.  Our world measures 

this time of preparation by the number of shopping days remaining until December 25.  The Church measures 

this time of preparation in terms of the number of days remaining until Jesus returns to this earth in power and 

glory. 

     But when I think of this holiday time of preparation like the Church, it really changes my personal 

perspective when it comes to preparing for Christmas.  Now I’m not suggesting a change in the customs that we 

use to celebrate Christmas, after all I enjoy the music, the decorations, the parties, and the gifts; but what I am 

suggesting is that we need to consider changing the manner in which we prepare to celebrate Christmas – in 

that, I think we need to recapture the sense of eager anticipation about the Second Coming of Christ which was 

very prominent in the early days of the Christian Church.  So, as we prepare for the Christmas season, I think 

we need to listen to God calling us to look beyond “today and tomorrow,” to the time when Jesus will come 

back to this world and bring with Him God’s kingdom in all its fullness. 

     Unfortunately, though, throughout the Church’s history, many people – even Christians, have taken these 

apocalyptic words of our text and used them to paint a “horrifying picture” of the second coming of Jesus.  We 

talked a little bit about this last week.  Just think for a moment: What thoughts come to your mind when you 

hear the words, “end times”?  I would guess that most of us think of all kinds of “gloom and doom” images.  

Therefore, it’s not surprising that we tend to ignore this dimension in our Christmas preparations. 

     But when you look at the history of the early Christians, they actually set a wonderful example for us.  They 

looked forward to the return of Jesus with great anticipation, not fear.  In fact, they were convinced that it was 

going to happen during their lifetime.  So they only bad or disappointing thing for them was that it didn’t 

happen when they thought it would happen.  And then, as time passed, this sense of urgency and enthusiasm 

faded away from many Christians as Jesus did not return and as one generation after another died.  As a result, 

society then began to tell its own story about the way the world would end, namely that it would be a terrifying 

event. 

     But that is not what Jesus is saying in this text.  For unbelievers, the day of Christ’s return will be a terrifying 

event, and Jesus mentioned that many times throughout the Bible, but Jesus spoke these words of our text to His 

followers as words of comfort.  The key to understanding this text is to realize that Jesus is not speaking about 



the end of the world, as much as He is speaking of a world that is coming to an end.  The difference in those 

two statements is that in this sinful world, human institutions like the Temple that we mentioned last week with 

its 400 foot walls and 50 ton stones and the new One World Trade Center tower in New York, will fall.  They 

will not last forever.  But when they fall, they are not signs that the end is near.  They are simply signs of the 

times that we live in between Jesus’ first coming to this earth as a tiny baby born in Bethlehem, and His second 

coming.  They are simply signs that this sinful world is passing away.  In this world, there will be wars, 

earthquakes, famines, hurricanes, and suffering.  In this sinful world, this is what we can expect.  But the good 

news is that this old sinful world is passing away and something better is coming. 

     The evidence for this is found in Jesus’ own words in our text as He speaks of signs that we have already 

seen fulfilled.  In a sense, we have already seen a glimpse of the end of this world in the Cross of Christ.  Again, 

Jesus said in Verse 24, “The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its’ light.”  A short time after 

Jesus said this, darkness covered the entire world on Good Friday, from noon until 3:00pm.  In Verse 25, Jesus 

said, “The powers in the heavens will be shaken.”  And shortly after Jesus breathed His last on the cross, the 

curtain of the temple was ripped in two from top to bottom as the powers in heaven were shaken. 

     But we know that Jesus rose from the dead, so the bottom line is that adversity never has the last word in this 

life.  Regardless of how difficult our present circumstances may be, they too, shall pass.  In fact, that is the 

wonder of the apocalyptic language used in this text and throughout the Bible.  The supposed, “gloom and 

doom” which it describes is really a picture of our present struggles and adversity which the return of Christ 

will wipe away and bring to a permanent end.  Verses 26-27: “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 

clouds with great power and glory.  And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.”  Those words remind us that it will be a glorious time 

when God returns and brings all of creation back to Himself, back to the way it was supposed to be when God 

created the heavens and the earth. 

     So God’s Word today tells us that we are preparing for much more than Christmas Day.  Because of the birth 

of Jesus, we are also preparing for that wonderful day when there will be no more pain or sadness or suffering 

or death.  We are getting ready for an event which has no equal in human experience and for which we should 

wait with eager anticipation.  If you thought waiting for Christmas as a child was exciting, multiply that sense 

of anticipation by 1000 and you will have merely scratched the surface of the sense of anticipation we ought to 

have surrounding Jesus’ return to this earth. 

     This weekend as you kick off the holiday season, I pray that you will expand your Christmas preparations to 

include Christ’s return to this earth in all His power and glory.  No one knows when that will happen, but we do 

know that it will happen.  Allow your anticipation of that event to spill over into your anticipation of this year’s 

Christmas celebration.  I guarantee that such a vision will change the way you live from day to day.  Someday 

Jesus will come and it will be a big day.  So let’s get ready, because you can never start too early to get ready 

for something big. 


