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     There are many voices that are constantly trying to get our attention during this holiday season.  I’m sure 

we’ve all seen the commercials on television or the ads on our computers, phones, and magazines each with its 

own voice saying, “shop here,” or “buy me,” or “best sale of the year.”  Here at the church we have received 

several donation requests in the mail and many calls from a variety of different ministries and charitable 

organizations over the past month, all asking for some kind of financial assistance.  I’ve hear voices from family 

and friends saying, “I want this outfit,” or “I want this electronic gadget” or “When are you going to put the 

lights up outside on our house?”  All of these voices want our attention.  They all want us to prepare for 

Christmas in ways that are important to them. 

     In the opening words of our Old Testament lesson for today, we hear the voice of the prophet Isaiah saying, 

“Comfort, comfort my people says your God.  Speak tenderly…”  I’m sure we have all hungered for comfort at 

one point or another in our lives.  In fact, while this holiday season is a time of cheer, peace on earth, and 

goodwill towards others; it can also be a season of high anxiety and pain for many people.  For example, we 

still have members of our military who are deployed overseas and are separated from family and friends while 

serving in dangerous areas around the world seeking to keep peace in the midst of war.  We have people who 

have sustained major damage to their homes from the hurricane that hit our state, there are people who have lost 

their homes and all of their belongings from the wildfires in California this fall, and there are people in Alaska 

dealing with the effects of the recent earthquake.  Every year it seems like we hear about people getting 

depressed at Christmas more than at any other time of the year.  But why?  Why is this such an unhappy time of 

the year for many people?  Is it because of all the voices that are trying to get their attention – voices that do not 

bring comfort, but try to make people feel guilty that they haven’t done enough for their family and friends at 

Christmas?  Or  voices that try to convince people that they have no hope for the future? 

     Long ago the people of Israel, God’s chosen people in this text, faced a similar situation.  They had been 

removed from their homes and their homeland by an army from another country.  For many years they lived in 

a foreign land with no hope that they would ever return home.  Their lives were filled with sorrow as they had 

been separated from family and friends; and they had turned away from God by their greed, their selfish desires, 

and their sinful behavior.  They had been warned for hundreds of years to change their ways or else God would 

punish them, but they laughed at the prophets who warned them, thinking that no one could possibly hurt them.  

Now, having lost almost everything as a result of rejecting God, their future looked pretty bleak.  Did God still 

love them?  This situation was worse than losing everything in a hurricane, as it appeared that they would die 

alone and forgotten. 

     Many times we act the same way by turning our backs on God.  God has given people the ability to do some 

amazing things.  Just think about the advances we’ve had in science, medicine, and technology over the past 

100 years.  Just think about our ability to fly, to go to the moon, hand held electronics, and the internet.  These 

amazing things can make us feel like we can control everything and we will live forever.  But Isaiah reminded 

the people of Israel and he reminds all of us in verses 6-8 that we are all like grass and flowers that wither and 

die.  In the late spring and early summer, when the weather is nice, the grass is growing, and the flowers are 

blooming, it is easy to forget about the fact that those flowers are going to die in a few months.  Why?  Because 

we enjoy the beauty of the flowers for a moment and we don’t want to think of those things dying when they 

look so nice.  The same is true for us.  We can put on nice clothes, color our hair to hide the gray, and use skin 

cream to hide our wrinkles, but it doesn’t change the fact that we are all dying a slow death every day. 

     So what Isaiah wanted the Israelites to do and what he wants us to do is to look at the big picture.  What will 

last?  Is there anything that will last forever?  Do we have any hope?  And the answer is, “Yes!”  In verse 8, 

Isaiah says, “grass withers and flowers fade, but the word of our God will stand forever.”  John’s Gospel tells us 

in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  John goes on to say that 

Jesus is this Word, who was with God in the beginning and who will endure throughout eternity.  God wanted 

the Israelites and all of us to understand that while we have done nothing to deserve His love and mercy, there is 

nothing in heaven or on earth so determined, stubborn, and persistent as the grace and love of God, who has 

come to all people who have turned away from Him in order to forgive them and to give them life. 



     Or a very comforting image that Jesus gives to us to help us understand His grace and love for us is when He 

refers to himself as our Good Shepherd.  A shepherd worked very hard in Jesus’ day as he had 24-hour/7 days a 

week job.  He was expected to make sure the sheep had enough food by eat and that they were safe at night.  

When the shepherd led, when the sheep heard his voice, they followed him, because they depended on the 

shepherd and trusted him to keep them safe.  They never questioned his ability to care for them. 

     As Jesus’ sheep, we depend on our Good Shepherd to take care of us.  Psalm 23 says, “The Lord is my 

Shepherd, I shall not want.”  Those are some of the most comforting words that believers have spoken and 

cherished throughout the ages.  They have brought comfort to the fearful, compassion to the hurting, and peace 

to the dying. 

     In our Gospel reading Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep.”  Four times in the 8 verses of our Gospel lesson Jesus says that He lays down His life for the sheep.  

When Jesus says something once we need to hear it, but when He repeats something 4 times we had better pay 

close attention.  This is what separates an ordinary shepherd from the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd 

guards His sheep at the cost of His own life.  He will pay any price to get us, His sheep, where we need to be. 

     Therefore, since His love for us is so great that He is willing to die for us, we trust Him and we know His 

voice.  He comes to us in His Word and in the word as it is shared by our fellow believers.  Jesus said, “My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”  Jesus calls us to follow, His is the voice we 

should be listening to at this time of the year. 

     In Bible times, shepherds knew that their sheep would often stray, following the illusion that the grass is 

greener in the next pasture.  Our Good Shepherd knows when we stray after things we think will make us happy 

and fulfill us.  Often, though, we are disappointed and find ourselves wandering away from our Shepherd.  But 

our Shepherd does not wait for us to find our way back to Him.  Our Shepherd leaves the other sheep and comes 

looking for us.  He will never give up on us.  He searches until he finds us and then He gently brings us back.  It 

is all too easy to get spiritually lost in our world.  Temptations surround us.  We cannot overcome them on our 

own.  Jesus, our Good Shepherd, seeks us out, calls us back, surrounds us with his loving care, and holds us as 

His own now and forever.. 

     There are a lot of voices out there at this time of the year, all trying to get our attention and promising to 

bring us joy, happiness, and comfort; but our true comfort – a word that in its original form in this text, does not 

mean “comfy,” but “strength;” so our true strength comes from heaven above, as God sends His Son to be one 

of us, to be our Savior, and to fill us with hope.  What Isaiah wants the Israelites and all of us to understand is 

that with God there is always hope. 

     May God give His strength to all of us during this busy Advent and Christmas season as we hear His Word 

of forgiveness and life once again revealed to us in our Savior, Jesus, and may we then use our voices to bring 

that news of comfort to those around us.   


