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     People love children.  Children are cute and cuteness sells.  Currently there is an ad on television for 

spaghetti sauce in which one baby has spaghetti sauce all over his face as he is smiling after finishing a bowl of 

spaghetti made with this sauce.  Meanwhile, in another frame there is a baby who will not open his mouth and is 

pushing the spoon away as his mom tries to feed him spaghetti that is made with the competitor’s spaghetti 

sauce.  I’m sure we all remember the commercials for E-Trade with the talking baby holding a computer tablet 

in his crib as he talks about how easy it is to buy and trade stocks with E-Trade. 

     We love children so much that when a tragedy strikes children, we seem to hurt more than when tragedy 

strikes adults.  If a fire burns down an apartment complex and if people are killed, we will usually see a 

headline that reads, “Fire kills 12 people, 3 of them children.”  Over the past few weeks we have heard about 

local police officers who have been shot in the face, and when that happens we get concerned.  When several 

people were shot at an outdoor concert in Las Vegas back in the fall of 2017, our nation mourned.  But when 

young children were killed in a Connecticut elementary school about 6 years ago or when teenagers were killed 

in a school shooting in Texas last year, not only did our nation mourn, but there also appeared to be an outcry in 

our country that something had to be done.  Some kind of action concerning guns and school safety had to be 

taken, because innocent children were killed. 

     When killings take place it is appropriate to mourn and to want something done to prevent killings in the 

future.  But people are killed every day in our country and yet for many of these individuals or situations there 

does not appear to be any kind of uproar or demand from society as a whole to do something about it.   

     Our second lesson for today from 1 Corinthians makes it very clear that we, just like the people living in 

Corinth in this text, have all been given a variety of spiritual gifts from God.  Gifts that have a purpose.  It may 

be the gift of wisdom, knowledge, healing, prophecy, whatever it is, we have been given spiritual gifts, because 

we belong to God.  Every life is the handiwork of God.  From the very beginning, God is intimately involved in 

making life.  In Genesis, it says that God formed Adam from the dust of the ground and that God made Eve 

from one of Adam’s ribs.  In our liturgy this morning, we read from Psalm 139 how God “knitted” each one of 

us together in our mother’s womb.  And in the books of Job and Isaiah, it talks about how God shaped us in the 

womb. 

     I have two blankets here that my daughter, Sarah, used when she was a baby.  They both did an excellent job 

of keeping her warm and comfortable at night.  This one we bought, but this one was made by my wife, Sue, 

while she was pregnant with Sarah and it has great value to us.  This one is smaller, lighter, and not as colorful 

as compared to the other one, but that’s OK, because the value does not come from its looks or even its 

usefulness.  It is valuable to Sarah and our family because of the person who made it.  And so it is with every 

human life. 

     God made us, we belong to Him, but when we sinned we fell away from God, He had every right to abandon 

us.  But God loved us, He loved what He had made, so in order to get us back, God had to pay a price.  Now 

that may sound kind of odd that God had to pay for something that He created, but that’s what He did, and that 

fact made us even more valuable to Him.  Think of it this way.  Someday when Sue and I die, imagine if the 

family decided to sell this blanket instead of passing it down to our grandchildren or great grandchildren.  How 

much would you be willing to pay for this blanket?  Well, no one would be willing to pay more than Sarah.  The 

blanket has more value to her than to anyone else.  So if Sarah had to pay money in order to keep this blanket, it 

would become even more valuable to her.  It’s valuable to Sarah, because Sue made if for her, and it would be 

even more valuable if Sarah had to pay in order to get it back.  

     Sin separated us from God, our maker, and so He had to pay in order to get us back.  And this payment 

involved Him becoming one of us in His Son, Jesus, and later dying on a cross in order to pay for the 

punishment of our sin.  Therefore, since Jesus paid the price for every sin that ever was or ever will be 

committed, and for every sinner, this means we all belong to God once again.  And since we belong to Him, 

God wants to have a relationship with us now and forever.  He wants everyone to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of His grace and love.  He wants to adopt every human being, through faith and baptism in Christ 



Jesus, into His family; to lead them, to walk with them, to gift them, and to accomplish His purpose for each 

human life. 

     Therefore, just as this blanket has value to Sarah, every human life has value to God.  And that value does 

not come from its usefulness or how it looks or how big or healthy or productive it is.  The value of human life 

comes from the One who made it and the One who bought it back.  Every life is the handiwork of God and 

every life was bought with a price.  The baby in the womb, children in the hospital, teenagers who frustrate their 

parents, the woman in prison, the homeless man who lives in the woods, grandpa in the Alzheimer’s unit, 

grandma in the nursing home bed, you and me – we all have value, because each of us is a person created by 

God, a person saved by Jesus’ death on the cross, and a person God has gifted to use for a certain purpose.  

Therefore, when life is destroyed at any stage of development, under any condition of health, or in any situation 

of inconvenience, the blood-bought handiwork of God is being destroyed. 

     The truth of life is that every life has value and every life has been gifted, because of what God has done.  

And that is a truth we need to understand and share with others, because when this truth is ignored, it allows for 

the sinful destruction of human life to become the rule of the day.  Sadly, more and more people in our society 

are turning to death as a solution to the problems of life.  And we need to change that trend.  Our society 

desperately needs us to teach them how to welcome every life and to care for every life and to value every life.  

And we can do that, because we have a God who, through Jesus, welcomed us, cares for us, and gives us value. 

     We need to speak the truth, but we also need to speak it in love.  If someone you know has made a sinful 

decision concerning life that they regret, they need to hear how that decision, that sin, like all of our sins, is 

forgiven, because it was paid for by the blood of Jesus on the cross.  If you know someone who feels lost, 

worthless, or that they have no hope for a future, they need to hear that regardless of their circumstances or 

actions, they are loved and valued by God, and God will use the gifts He has given to them to be a blessing to 

others in any situation.  If someone you know is wrestling with the thought of taking grandma off of her 

medication or off of the tubes that are helping her live so that she can die and be relieved of her suffering, there 

are some things that need to be taken into consideration.  First, her life still has value and a purpose.  We may 

not be able to see it, but her condition may be allowing others to use their spiritual gifts that God has given to 

them to care for her.  Second, are the tubes and the medications allowing her to live or are they interfering with 

the dying process?  In other words, will stopping the medication or removing the tubes allow her to die or will 

they cause her to die? 

     None of these issues are easy and we may not always make the right decisions when we face such 

circumstances, but the bottom line is that God loves life and with God there is always forgiveness and hope.  I 

think it is important for us to share this truth of the value, dignity, and source of life boldly, courageously, but 

always in love with our society.  Like my daughter’s blanket, the value of life comes from the One who made it, 

the One who bought it back, and the One who gives it spiritual gifts, meaning, and purpose.      


