January 2019
Sunday Services: 8:30 am & 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Church Office: (919) 553-4784
Email: cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
www.holycrossclayton.com

Thank You!
The Advent and Christmas season was certainly a special time as we prepared and
celebrated the birth of Jesus. I wish to thank all of you who volunteered and
worked hard with the many different events and activities that took place in our
church and community which served as an excellent witness to the birth of our
Savior. We had over 100 boxes given for Operation Christmas Child and 75
children received gifts from all of you through our Salvation Army Angel Tree.
Our LWML had a wonderful cookie walk and craft sale this year. Our high school, middle
school, and elementary school students did a great job in helping tell the story of Zechariah &
Elizabeth, Mary & Joseph, and Simeon & Anna during our Midweek Advent worship services,
and they also helped with Christmas 4 Kids at Walmart again this year by assisting families with some shopping and
giving out food boxes. Our church was beautifully decorated once again, and we had some delicious meals on
Wednesday nights. Our altar care group faithfully prepared the sanctuary for worship throughout the month of
December and insured all of the candles were ready for Christmas Eve. Our musicians and soloists all did an amazing
job of sharing their gifts and talents with us as we heard the love of Jesus clearly proclaimed in our music. Finally, prayer
shawls were given out to several of the elderly in our community, our Open Arms students collected food for the hungry,
our Angels From Heaven group performed at different nursing homes, and our boy scouts and cub scouts put out the
luminaries along the entrance to the church on Christmas Eve. It was an amazing celebration and I know there were
even more activities that took place that I did not mention, and while I may have missed some people to thank, God
certainly noticed and I know He blessed all of you during this special season as we welcomed Him again this year.
As we begin a new year the season of Epiphany begins on Sunday, January 6, as we celebrate the arrival
of the wise men. We really don’t know much about them – who they were, what their real professions
were, where they came from, or even how many of them came to see Jesus. What I admire about them
is that they were committed and focused on worshipping Jesus as they followed a star and nothing was
going to stop or distract them.
New Bible studies will begin this month on Wednesday evenings. Watch your bulletins for more information about
those studies. At the end of the month our high school youth will have a Chili Cook-Off and Concert on Saturday,
January 26, as they continue to prepare for their trip to the National Youth Gathering.
Then as we look ahead to February I would like to do a new sermon series on marriage titled, “Two
Become One.” The Bible calls marriage a mystery. Ephesians 5:31-32 says, “A man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. This is a profound mystery…” We will
look at this “mystery” during the first three weeks of February and then we will have a special
“Marriage Vow Renewal Ceremony” on Saturday, February 23 for anyone who would like to renew
their vows (see page 6 for more information). Please know that even if you are not married, the
relational skills that we will discuss in this series can be applied to every relationship in your life.
Finally, thank you to all of you for your cards, gifts, and baked goods that you generously shared with my family and me
during this Christmas season. What a blessing it was to celebrate the Savior’s birth with all of you!
In God’s Service,
Pastor Bill

Praying that all of you had a blessed holiday. We are so
fortunate as to have received the best gift of all, our Savior.
Preparing for the holiday season was a busy time for us in the
LWML! On December 1st, we held our major fundraiser of the
year, the Annual Cookie Walk/Craft Fair. Thanks to all of you
who baked and donated cookies and candy, to all of those who
worked that day, and to all of you who came to shop for
cookies and the lovely crafts provided by our vendors, we
cleared $1,246.92. That means that we will be able to support
numerous missions – reaching out with the love of Christ to
those in our church, our community, and our district.

Some of the many elves who made the Cookie
Walk/Craft Fair run smoothly.

Sixty children in the Smithfield area who might not otherwise have had a
joyous holiday received many lovely Christmas gifts thanks to the
generosity of Holy Cross members who participated in the Angel Tree
project organized by the Salvation Army. The bikes and toys and new
clothes will all be greatly appreciated by our neighbors in need.
Our final activity of the month was our delightful Christmas Luncheon held
at The Morning Glory Inn in Clayton on December 16th. Nineteen of our
members gathered for an afternoon of delicious food and warm fellowship.
As we turn our calendars over to 2019, we look forward to our next General
Meeting which will be held on Sunday, February 10th – again between
services starting at 9:45 a.m. We hope to see ladies from both early and late
services there. There will be a short program
explaining how the Helping Hands Ministry of the congregation works to help
provide meals, transportation, or other support to congregation members who are
experiencing difficult time due to illness, injury, a death in the family, etc. Please
mark this date on your calendar and join us.
The gymnasium of the Salvation
Army complex was filled with
gifts, waiting to be delivered.

God’s blessings to you all for this New Year!
Judy Hoffman
Meetings Chair
The Ladies Annual Spring Retreat is scheduled for Friday, May 17th through
Sunday, May 19th at our favorite location of Oak Island. The cost this year is
$126.00 (which includes the cost of a room, 2 breakfasts and 1 lunch). A
deposit of $63.00 is due by March 1st.
This has always been a very “fun-filled” weekend of Bible Study, Fellowship and
Worship, while enjoying the beach!
The sign up sheet will be posted on the LWML Board and more information to
follow. If you have any questions please contact Debbie Fick at (919) 632-3643
or debbie.fick1014@gmail.com
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Ruth Circle:

Meets the third Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the
church library. Contact Jane Wilson at (919) 359-0633.

Dorcas Circle:

Meets the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm in the church
library. Contact Judy Hoffman at (919) 550-8202.

Hannah Circle:

Meets the first Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the church
library. Contact Elaine Reese at (919) 553-5670.

It was a dark, rainy night in December, but the OWLs cheerfully arrived for
our Christmas party at the church. We played a Christmas game, listened
to Christmas music, and shared some refreshments.

OWLs

Our next event planning meeting will be held at the church on Saturday,
January 12th, starting at 6 p.m. We will have a soup supper and make
plans for the next several months. We appreciate a crock pot of soup,
bread, desserts or beverages to share. We ask you to bring your
suggestions of places the OWLs could visit, as well as the location, dates
of event, price of event, and any parking info.

In 2018, our Holy Cross seniors have had a great year of fellowship
Older and Wiser together. Our lasting friendships and support of one another witness to
how good it is to know our fellow seniors in our church. Our seniors also
Lutherans
meet at 10:30 a.m., at the church, every other Tuesday,
for Senior Bible Study. If you are 50 years and older and interested in joining
our email list, please contact us. We welcome you to join in our socials.
Joyce & Dennis Ray
jray003@nc.rr.com
919-763-0668
Happy 2019! We will not be meeting in January. We will meet in
February with date, time, and place to be determined. Trust you all
had a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. See you in
February. Friends in Christ, Theresa
We have continued our Backpack Buddies ministry at East Clayton
Elementary school. This year we are packing 25 bags each week!
Please remember this ministry as you do your grocery shopping
and consider picking up some items that we need.

Because hunger
doesn’t
end on
Friday

•

Shelf Stable Milk

•

Ind. Breakfast Items
(Cereal, Oatmeal, etc.)
100% Juice Boxes
Canned Fruits
Canned Vegetables

•

(Dollar Tree sells quart size!)

•
•
•
•
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•

Individual Pasta
(Mac ‘n Cheese, Ramen, Rice)
Canned Meats & Stews
(Chef Boyardee, Tuna,
Chicken, Dinty Moore Stew)
Healthy Snacks
(Granola Bars, Pretzels)

To prepare God’s people for
works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up
—Ephesians 4:12

NEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION STATUS
We continue to deal with delays in getting started with construction for our new Education
building. We are waiting to get approval from Johnston County for the Storm Water Runoff Permit. The request for this permit was first submitted in September. Johnston County
then changed their requirements for approval so after a long delay they rejected our request.
The reasons were all verbiage and not problems with the Site Plan. The request was
resubmitted in late October, rejected again, and resubmitted in late November for the third
time. We are still in queue. Since the change affected all projects, Johnston County has a
severe backlog. Over 40 projects are being held up by the county (Government politics at
work and we unfortunately are caught up in it). We are hopeful to get thru this shortly and
begin the work. Jackson Builders is not allowed to do any on-site work until this permit is
obtained. Since their estimate is to complete the project in 40 weeks, the end date has
moved.
Some positive things have happened. The company that will install the sprinkler system for
the new building has determined that they can tap into our existing system and not require
a whole new system. This will be a cost savings to us. Jackson Builders has completed the
detailed building design and has submitted the Building Permit request to the Town of
Clayton. Dalton Engineering has also submitted the Utility Plan Permit request to
Johnston County. This completes the “Permitting” phase of the project.
The first thing you will see when work begins is the removal of many trees and construction
of the new parking lot and sedimentation pond, both on the new lot.
Building Committee
LCEF invites you to a special, limited-time
investment opportunity: 40-month 40th
anniversary note at 4%. Terms and benefits
include 4% fixed rate, $500 minimum to open,
40-month term note, $40,000 maximum per note,
one per person, new money only.
When you invest with Lutheran Church
Extension Fund, you’ll join over 60,000 investors
who have discovered the joy of helping and
supporting ministry work.
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FAMILY NIGHT ADULT
BIBLE STUDY COURSES
WEDNESDAYS—DINNER AT 5:45 PM
AND BIBLE STUDY AT 6:45 PM
The Bible On Trial: Beyond A Reasonable Doubt
Led by Al Popilek

In The Bible On Trial: Beyond A Reasonable
Doubt, the case is made that the Scriptures are
authentic, dependable, God-inspired and worthy-not
only of our full attention but of our complete
faith. Attorney Craig Parton leads the viewer
through relevant points that comprise this important
discussion. He asks, "Is this book, the Bible, and its
contents-reliable?"
In four sessions, The Bible On Trial: Beyond A
Reasonable Doubt addresses critical views of the
Scripture, examines evidence from the ancient
world, surveys how archaeology often corroborates
the Biblical record and considers the word of those
who were either Jesus' contemporaries or were
closely connected to eyewitnesses who knew Jesus and His remarkable life-well.
Spiritual Warfare
Led by Richard Lavery

I have spoken to many people, many of which are
Christians, that do not believe in Hell, the Devil, or
demons. That is exactly what Satan wants us to
believe. But the Bible tells us that the battle is real.
Jesus and his disciples freed many people from
demonic possession. Jesus tells us to put on armor,
very real armor, to be able to withstand the attacks
from the enemy. The Bible tells us that these things
are not only real, but they are attacking us often.
The Bondage Breaker written by Neil T Anderson,
reveals the whys and hows of spiritual warfare and
exposes Satan's battle for your mind. We will learn
how to be free of the fear, anger and depression that
are some of the weapons Satan uses against us. We
will learn how to break habits and thoughts, and
sinful behavior so we can live the life of freedom
God intended us to have in Christ. Learn how to be
the spiritual warrior God intended you to be.
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CONFIRMATION
•

9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 7:00PM – 7:30PM
 Attend your regular Confirmation Class.
 Feel free to come to the meal on Family Night from 5:45PM – 6:30PM

YOUTH MINISTRY
•
•
•
•

NYG Meeting (Youth Only) Jan. 6th 12:00PM – 2:00PM We will meet in the Narthex and
start by eating lunch.
Magnify, 20th 6:00PM – 8:00PM For all High School Students!
Youth Group Wednesday’s 7:00PM – 7:30PM.
D.R.I.V.E: Sunday Mornings at 9:45am. Meet in the Youth Room. Bring your Bible.
 On Jan. 6th Troy Hirt and Brad deCathelineau will be teaching!

Chili Cook-Off, Concert, and Silent Auction
January 26th—Doors open at 6:30PM for Chili, Concert and Silent Auction.

Stop by the Youth Table to pick up your ticket for all you can eat chili, a
concert lead by the Holy Cross Praise Band, and a Silent Auction. All
proceeds benefit the High School Youth attending the NYG 2019.

*Adult Tickets—$10/person *Children Tickets—$5/per person
Chili Cooks Wanted: The cost to enter your 6 quart pot of chili is $5.00, which includes one entry
ticket. The winner for “Best Chili” will receive half of the chili entrance fees. The two runners up
will receive a gift card to a local grocery story. When you drop off your chili at 6pm make sure to
let us know if it is spicy, with beans or vegetarian so that we can label it properly. If you have not
signed up already please do so by visiting the Youth Table in the Narthex.

Super Bowl Sub Sales
Make sure to order your 8-inch sub at the Youth Table. The last day to
order a Sub is January 27th. On Super Bowl Sunday, February 3rd,
pick up your Sub after church.

REDNECK BBQ LAB
Buy a ticket for an individually boxed pulled pork, slaw and
cornbread dinner for pickup! Tickets are available at the Youth
Table. Benson, NC Location. Ticket’s cost $10. Pick up your meal
on Monday, January 28th after 4:00PM.
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We are praying for—Those receiving cancer care:





Tim Baugh
Barbara Ekerdt Creecy, niece of Herman & Donna Steele
Bettina, daughter of Christa Schroeder
Bill Berry & Sarah Harville, friends of Doug & Carol
Aitken
 Roy MacLean, friend of Ed & Kathy Savoy
 Debbie, sister-in-law of Gary & Diane Wessel
 Marsha Dale Presnell, friend of Joan Neuner









Patty, daughter of Gayle Keen, friend of Ellie Shep
Scarlett Stovall, friend of Margaret Lee
Cathy Creech, friend of Kathleen Patella
Rayna Pitko, niece of Doug & Carol Aitken
Julia Raudales, friend of Candice Patterson
Delores Lutzinger, cousin of Melissa deCathelineau
Robby Linton, brother-in-law of Ali & Marissa Greene

We are praying for—Those with health and other issues:

























Penny Schneider
Brian Lawrence
Christine Baugh
Judy Fowler
Yvonne Chrisikos
Peggy Lorton
Dennis Ray
Lucille Nicklow
Betty Jo Pitcher
Mark Wilson
Sharon Fox
Joan Stuart
Carol Aitkin
Connie Reid
Lillian Lundoy
Margaret Lee
Mary Pobanz
Richard Lavery
Betty Winkle
Russell Martin, friend of Larry &
Christine Reagan
James Norris, father of Meredith
Marsh
Ricky Woppman, brother of Christine
Baugh
Danny McCarthy, friend of Michele
Capozzi
Jesse, friend of Blaine & Bobbi Hall

 Fran Lawrence, friend of Carolyn
Reed
 Tracy Naumann, friend of Christine
Baugh
 Steve Tibbett, friend of Eunice Burch
 James Norris, father of Meredith
Marsh
 Chris Heuser, nephew of Polly Bleeker
 Tony, son of Helen Comeford
 Joan, sister of Theresa Harrell
 Bertha Crabtree, mother of Nancy
Burgart
 Matt Parkhurst, friend of Joyce &
Dennis Ray
 James Fowler & Ryan Hudson,
friends of Robin Oelrich
 Frank Floyd, uncle of Brandy
Bjorklund
 Matt & Marsha, son and daughter-inlaw of Colleen Grotke
 Rosemary Nowicki, sister of Joan
Stuart
 Rita, daughter of Lucy Giudice
 Monica Clonts, sister of Blake Ball
 Faith Hicks & her baby Grace,
goddaughter of the Colemans
 Jenna, granddaughter of Barry & Lucy
Nicklow

 Margaret Forsyth, friend of Penny
Schneider
 Charlie & Joyce Pike, friend of Doug
& Carol Aitken
 Janie Bruton, friend of Bob Lotter
 Tom & Sue Rabon, mom &
stepfather of Beth Miller
 Tod & Karen, parents of Sean
Pritchard
 Natalie, niece of Jerry & Karen Benditz
 Jesse, great grandson of Rev. Pat
Zimmerman
 Joyce Moore
 Colt, friend of Christa Schroeder
 Seraphina, friend of the Pritchard
family
 Gretchen Sneider & Heidi Goldman,
daughters of Penny Schneider
 Evelyn Goldapple, mother of Jennifer
McNally
 Matthew Marek, cousin of Robert
McNally
 Ed Hicks, stepdad of Alicia Angst
 Amy, step-mother of Marvin Fordham
 Pastor Harold Kitzmann, Rosie
Villamil & Mahtob Mahmoody,
friends of Elisabeth Junker
 Patricia, mother of Kurt Miller

We are praying for—Those with other prayer needs:
 Jasmine Watts, friend of Christine Baugh
 Brandon, friend of Rebekah Bajwa

 Ryan Underwood, nephew of Beth Otto
 Debra, daughter of Bill & Diana Lehman

We are praying for—Those in Mourning:
 Dave Maynard, mourning the death of his wife, Nancy
 Nancy Brown, mourning the death of her sister, Dorothy
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Ushers

Sound/Video

Scripture Reader

Refreshments

Nursery

Greeters

Altar Guild

Acolyte

Cheri Schell
Edie Voorhees
Kris Popilek
Offiong Mkpong

Charlotte Rybinski
Troy Hirt

Marvin Fordham
Gene Gevers
Bill Bradford
Perry Bauer

Doris Niewoehner
Madonna Bennett
Helen Comeford
Audrey King
Paul Niewoehner
Doris Niewoehner
Larry Reagan
Christine Reagan

Jane Wilson
Kelly Barton

Mike Janowski
Megan Elliott
Timothy Lavery
Brad Palmer
Blake Ball
Tommy Elliott
Mathew Neuschafer
Val Feick
Wilson Feick
Cris Hoffman
Bill Michetti

Yvonne Chrisikos
Betsy Harsch
Jeanie Scroggs
Lanny Scroggs
Perry Bauer
Teresa Bauer
Ron MacKenzie
Mary Lou MacKenzie
Amy Klein
Emily Klein
Sue Beyer
Bill & Maureen McElwain
Susan Jones
Paul Coleman
Sean Pritchard
Rick & Dewie Francis
Mike & Adrienne Mabry
Bob Metzger
Todd Hinton
Travis Bjorklund
Mark Sherwin
Troy Hirt
Brandon deCathelineau
Bob Williams
John M Harlow

Ella McBrayer
Teresa Bauer
Jane Wilson
Eunice Burch
Marvin Fordham
Mary Fordham
Al Popilek
Kris Popilek
Katelynn Evans
Tawnya Bennett
Terrie & Kaitlin Lassandro
Carla Crossland
John & Joan Neuner
Jason Houston
John M Harlow
Megan Elliott
Timothy Lavery
Robin Oelrich
Robert Bennett
Jim Rybinski
Todd Urban
Dan Bohlman
John Lundoy
Arthur Berger
Jacob Berger

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

Bri Simerman

David Gomez

Angellina Fletcher

Blake Ball

Connie Reid

Meagan Cawthorn

Dan Bohlman

Keith Garehan

Herman Steele

Dennis Reese

Sarah Beyer

Rick & Dewie Francis

David Reid

Kelly Barton

Helen Comeford

Sheila & Sara Hirt

Elizabeth Dull

Emma Coull

Sarah Coull

Sheila Hirt

Jim Rybinski

Benny Pritchard

Jancy Lamarre

11:00

Emily Niewoehner

Olivia Bishop

Connor Davis

JANUARY 27

8:30

JANUARY 20

JANUARY 13

JANUARY 6

SERVING THE CHURCH IN JANUARY

Vital Stats
Date
Attendance
11/4
325 (185 & 140)
11/11
319 (165 & 154)
11/18
376 (225 & 151)
11/21 (Thanks. Eve) 90
11/25
355 (190 & 165)
Direct Deposit Offering (Nov.):

Offerings
$ 9,447
$ 8,224
$ 11,808
$ 1,405
$ 8,062
$ 3,881

Total Envelope/Plate Giving:

$ 42,827

Total offerings received thru 11/30/18:
Total projected offerings thru 11/30/18:

$450,928
$463,420

*Total revenue thru 11/30/18:
Total expenses thru 11/30/18:

$507,375
$475,535

(*Revenue=Offerings + CDC Contributions + Misc. Income + Interest)

Avg. Sunday attend. 47 weeks 2017:
Avg. Sunday attend. 47 weeks 2018:

318
317

Avg. weekly offerings 47 weeks 2017:
Avg. weekly offerings 47 weeks 2018:

$
$

Special Gifts (to Holy Cross):
Building Fund
MATTHEW Ministry
Backpack Buddies

$ 13,296
$
204
$
25

Rev. Bill Beyer
Rebekah Bajwa
Cassy Welch
Wendy Huff
Amy Tharp
Scott Barton
Carolyn Selby
Rev. Pat Zimmerman
Todd Hinton
Donna Harlow
Ron Harrison
Chuck Fox
Tony Swann

william.beyer@holycrossclayton.com

Open Arms Board:
Social Ministries:
Board of Education:

Robert Bennett
Brad deCathelineau
Wendy Huff
Teresa Bauer
Beth Otto

bbennett6@nc.rr.com
bdecathelineau@nc.rr.com
openarms@earthlink.net
ptbauer514@aol.com
bethotto@nc.rr.com

Board of Properties:
Financial Secretary:
Asst. Fin. Secretary:
Treasurer:

John Neuner
BJ Johns
Karen Hatcher
Wilson Feick

jkneuner@gmail.com
bjjohns@nc.rr.com
khatcher275@gmail.com
wfeick@embarqmail.com

Choir Director:
Assistant to Pastor:
President:
Vice President:
Board of Elders:

9,695
9,594

2018 Mission Offerings (from Holy Cross):
iChoose Pregnancy Support Services:
$ 2,750
Southeastern District—LCMS
$ 32,358

as of November

Senior Pastor:
Dir. of Family Ministry:
Admin. Assistant:
Open Arms Director:
Music Directors:

30th

rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com

cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
openarms@earthlink.net
amy.r.tharp@gmail.com
scottbarton@bellsouth.net
selbyjw@nc.rr.com
revpat@e-colemans.com
toddhinton60@gmail.com
harlow5@mac.com
rshnc@nc.rr.com
cfox13@nc.rr.com
rtraviator@nc.rr.com

