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     What do you think is the most difficult thing to do in life?  “Answers.yahoo.com” says that this one thing I 

want to discuss with you today is “one of the most difficult things you can do.”  “Wikihow.com” says the same 

thing, it is “one of the most difficult things we human beings are ever called upon to do.”  Joseph, in our Old 

Testament lesson for today did it, and many people around him probably would have said, “The most difficult 

thing for a person to do?  It’s probably going from being in prison to being in charge of Egypt – to become the 

king or the president of a country.”  But, that’s not it. 

     One of the most difficult things in the world to do is to forgive someone.  Someone hurts you and you’re 

supposed to forgive him.  Someone destroys your reputation by spreading lies about you behind your back, and 

you’re supposed to forgive her.  Someone hurts your mom, your dad, or your bother, your sister, or even your 

own child; you’re supposed to forgive him.  This is truly one of the hardest things in the world to do.  Now we 

talk about it in the Lord’s Prayer all time, “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us,” but it’s not easy. 

     I once had a pastor tell me that when God leads you to totally forgive someone, you will see a real-life 

miracle.  Now, you won’t see Jesus changing water into wine or healing someone from a terrible disease, or 

raising someone from the dead.  But you will see Him change the attitude of your heart and remove the dreaded 

disease of bitterness from your mind, and He will fill you with the peace that only He can give. 

     A miracle is when something supernatural happens, and to totally forgive someone is supernatural.  In other 

words, to forgive goes against the laws of nature that are at work in our sinful hearts.  It is not natural for us, as 

sinners, to forgive someone.  Our sinful nature would rather seek revenge.  Our sinful nature hopes for the day 

when we’ll be able to see the offending person suffering and say, “You got what you deserved.  What goes 

around comes around.”  That is not forgiveness, but the good news is that God can teach us how to forgive in 

His way so that we can experience this miracle in our own lives. 

     The Bible is full of examples of how God wants us to totally forgive others.  In our Old Testament lesson we 

see Joseph, who had become a very powerful leader in the land of Egypt – which was absolutely amazing in and 

of itself, but what was even more amazing or truly unthinkable is the fact that he had completely forgiven his 

brothers. 

     When Joseph was a teenager all of his brothers hated him.  He was not part of their group, he was an outcast 

in his own family, can you imagine that, but His father loved him and gave a special coat to him.  One day his 

brothers threw him into a hole in the ground and then sold him for money to some strangers, who take Joseph 

away to a foreign land.  The brothers go home and convince their dad that Joseph had died from an animal that 

attacked him.  Meanwhile, Joseph becomes a slave of a government official in Egypt, but later he is falsely 

accused of attacking the official’s wife and he is thrown in prison.  Imagine sitting in jail in a foreign country, 

knowing that it was because of what your brothers did to you.  Would you forgive them? 

     A few years later, Joseph is called before the Pharaoh and asked to interpret his dreams.  Joseph does so and 

gives the Pharaoh some practical advice on how to prepare for a famine that would be coming in 7 years.  The 

Pharaoh is so impressed that he elevates Joseph from one of his slaves to being the second in command, the 

governor, over the whole nation of Egypt.  So now, in our text, about 20 years have passed since Joseph was 

first sold into slavery by his brothers and a famine has hit the land.  Joseph’s father heard that there was grain in 

Egypt, so he told his sons to go to Egypt to buy some grain.  Joseph, now being the governor, was in charge of 

selling grain to the people.  So when Joseph’s brothers arrive and stand before him requesting to buy grain, so 

much time had passed since they last saw Joseph that they didn’t even recognize him; but Joseph recognized 

them.  Now, what a great opportunity for revenge, right?  Joseph could make them beg for mercy for the awful 

thing they had done to him, but that’s not what he did.  Instead, Joseph wept for joy that he had seen his 

brothers again and told them that he was their brother.  But the brothers were afraid to answer him, because they 

remembered what they had done and I’m sure they expected Joseph to seek revenge, but he did not. 

     Instead, over the years, God had worked the miracle of forgiveness in Joseph’s heart and since Joseph had 

forgiven them he wants his brothers to know that he is not going to seek any kind of revenge against them.  

Now, Joseph doesn’t deny what they had done.  He doesn’t pretend that the awful sin against him didn’t 



happen.  But he repeats it in this text only as a piece of forgiven history.  Sometimes people think that if we 

forgive them then we should never bring up the sin or the incident again, or we should act like the past never 

happened.  But that is not true.  I don’t think we can ever totally forget some of the bad things that happen to us, 

but when we totally let it go and give it over to God, then it can become a piece of forgiven history in your life.  

As far as Joseph was concerned, the issue of what they had done was forgiven, it was dead and buried.  In no 

way, shape, or form did Joseph want to see his brothers suffer for a sin that was already forgiven.  That sounds 

like our God, doesn’t it? 

     Then to assure them that they really were forgiven Joseph says to them, “Come near to me,” and he tells 

them that God was the one who sent him there in order to preserve their lives and the lives of others from a 

terrible famine that God knew was coming.  Next, Joseph hugged one of his brothers and wept.  Then in verse 

15, it says that he kissed all of his brothers and wept upon them.  In a physical way, King Joseph embraced his 

brothers and let them see and feel that he really had forgiven them; and the same is true with our King – our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Jesus could have just told us in His Word that we are forgiven, but he goes beyond that.  He, too, gets 

physical.  In the waters of baptism, God says, “I am washing your sins away.”  With His body and blood in 

bread and wine at communion, Jesus says, “I died for you, your sins are forgiven.  I love you, so stop being 

angry with yourselves.” 

     And then to emphasize that the evil they had done was used by God for something good, Joseph explains 

that God sent me ahead of you to preserve our family and a remnant on the earth, so that others may be saved.  

This is really the heart of the story, that God was keeping Joseph’s family and a remnant of Jews alive so that a 

Savior, Christ Jesus our Lord, would be born from his family in order to save all people.  Joseph was assuring 

his brothers that God had turned the evil they had done into something good; that their breaking of God’s 

commandments actually ended up saving the world. 

     Maybe there is something that you did in your past that really bothers you.  Maybe you’ve really messed up 

your marriage, or maybe you are struggling with an addiction, or maybe you feel like your life is just worthless.  

Whatever it may be, know that if you are thinking, “There’s no way this situation can work out or turn around,” 

God’s Word to you this morning is, “Just wait.”  Jesus has already done the unthinkable – He already died for 

you and rose from the dead.  He has completely forgiven you.  If there is any comfort to be found over our past 

sins and failures, it is this: Not only does God forgive you, but He embraces you with His words and 

sacraments.  And then He goes beyond that by assuring us that the evil that we have done or the evil that has 

been done to us, can and will actually be worked out for good.  All evil, which God does allow to happen in this 

world, somehow works for good for those who believe in Jesus as their Savior.  If you don’t think God can turn 

your life around, if you don’t think He can work out evil and turn it into good, just look at Joseph’s life; look at 

what God did with Jesus, and trust Him.  He will change you, He will comfort you, and He will enable you to 

do the unthinkable – to forgive others who have hurt you in the same way that you have been forgiven.   


