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     Several weeks ago a Hollywood actor claimed he had been attacked in Chicago.  Many of his friends and 

fellow actors took pity on him as they were greatly concerned that this nice young man had been attacked.  The 

police immediately treated him as a victim of a hate crime.  However, a few weeks later, it was discovered that 

the whole attack may have been a hoax as two men told police they had been paid by the actor to stage the 

attack.  Police said the actor planned the hoax, because he was unhappy with his salary on his TV show and 

wanted to promote his career.  Many of his friends were shocked as this actor went from being a sympathetic 

victim of a hate crime to being accused of fabricating the entire thing.  It was sad how many people, because 

they thought they knew this young man, believed he had been attacked and offered sympathy and support to him, 

only to learn that apparently the whole thing had been a planned hoax by the actor. 

     There are many people who think they know God, who might even think they have a relationship with Him.  

If you were to ask people in a survey if they believe in God, I think most people would say, “Yes, I believe in 

God.”  And if you were to ask them a follow-up question like, “Do you think you will go to heaven someday 

when you die?”  Again, I think most people would say, “Yes, I think so, because I try to be a good person.”  But 

if you were to ask them, “Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary; who was crucified, died, and was buried; but on the third day rose from the dead, 

and today sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty?”  I don’t think you would get nearly as many 

people to say, “Yes.”  They may believe in God or a god, but many don’t believe in Jesus, and they don’t really 

care about the Bible.  They view it as an outdated book of rules.  For many of them, Jesus and the Bible are just 

one big hoax.  And that’s sad.  It’s sad to think that many people are falling for this hoax that Satan has created 

in convincing people that there is some kind of God, but that Jesus and the Bible are not real. 

     So how do we know that Jesus really is God in the flesh, that He is the One to believe in as our Savior?  After 

all, Satan loves to fill our minds with doubts.  Even when our faith is strong, Satan still tries to confuse us to get 

us to turn away from God.  In the verses leading up to our Gospel lesson, three of Jesus’ disciples (Peter, James, 

and John) thought they had Jesus all figured out.  They thought they knew Him.  For a long time they had seen 

Jesus do some amazing things.  They saw Him heal people, cast out demons, feed huge crowds, walk on water, 

calm a storm, and bring a man’s daughter back to life.  They saw the crowds of people who wanted to follow 

Jesus grow and grow.  They heard His teachings, and they had come to believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son 

of God.  Everything was going well, but then a week before Jesus took them up to the top of a mountain He said, 

“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, but on the third day be raised to life.”  Peter immediately objected and told Jesus this would never happen.  

Jesus then called Peter, “Satan” for trying to turn Him away from the cross.  But for a week I’m sure Peter, 

James, and John started to have doubts.  “How could this be?  Why would the Savior of the world have to die?  

Is this some big hoax?” 

     So our Gospel lesson for today begins by saying, “Now about 8 days after these sayings (meaning 8 days after 

Jesus said he would die) he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray.”  

God’s plan for Jesus to die on a cross for our sins was certainly not a hoax, but the disciples were very confused; 

so Jesus took them up to the top of a mountain to clear their minds and to show them that He really was the Son 

of God and the Savior from sin.  And He did this in a rather amazing way.  First, it says that Jesus’ “face was 

altered, and his clothing became dazzling white.”  Peter, James, and John all saw this right before their eyes.  So I 

would guess if they wondered if Jesus really was the Son of God, the Light of the world, all they had to do was to 

look at Jesus and I’m sure His appearance wiped away any of their doubts. 

     But if that was not enough, secondly, two men all of a sudden appeared with Jesus – Moses and Elijah – and 

they were talking with Jesus.  If the disciples questioned whether Jesus really was the promised Messiah of the 

Old Testament, the One spoken of by the prophets, I’m sure those doubts were erased by the fact that two of the 

most important prophets from the Old Testament were standing before them with Jesus. 

     And if this still wasn’t enough to convince Peter, James, and John, a cloud then came and overshadowed 

them and from the cloud they heard the voice of God the Father himself, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen 

One; listen to him!” – meaning, “If you’re having doubts, listen to Jesus, and He will take your doubts away.” 



     If those disciples had any doubts about who Jesus really was, I guarantee they were gone now, because Peter 

responds very appropriately by saying, “Master, it is good to be here.”  Being up there on that mountain with 

Jesus, away from all of the temptations that our sinful society throws at us, away from all of the false ideas 

about Jesus that our world tries to push on us, away from all of the hoaxes that Satan tries to put in our lives, 

had to be an awesome feeling.  For a little while Jesus allowed His disciples to see His glory, that He really was 

the Son of God, and it definitely helped them as they didn’t want to leave.  For one moment in time there was 

no doubt in their minds that Jesus was indeed the Savior of the world.  But as quickly as all of this happened, all 

of a sudden it was over.  The cloud, Moses, Elijah, and the dazzling clothes were all gone.  And the next day, 

Jesus led those 3 disciples back down the mountain – to the plains and the valleys – meaning, back down to 

reality where the life of discipleship, the life of being a follower of God was lived out. 

     We live in a challenging world and I’m sure there are many times in our lives where our faith needs to be 

strengthened and we need to be reassured that Jesus is our Savior.  But how or where does this happen for us?  

Jesus lived with those disciples for 3 years, they saw Him and heard Him, but Jesus is not going to dazzle us by 

appearing before us in bright clothes.  God’s not going to overwhelm us with His booming voice from the sky, 

like He did for those disciples on top of the mountain and like He did for people when Jesus was baptized.  So 

where can we go to experience Jesus, to be touched by Him, to be strengthened and comforted by Him, and to 

be reassured that He is always with us?  The answer is right here, it’s called the Bible, the Word of God.  And 

when we get into the Word, it is there that Jesus will speak to us, and comfort us, and guide us through this 

sinful world, where Satan tries to fill us with doubts and turn us away from Jesus.  The Word of God is our 

mountain. 

     And there is another place we can go – it’s called the Church, and in the Church Jesus comes to us not only 

through the Word, but also through His Sacraments of Baptism and Communion to forgive us and strengthen 

us.  Those Sacraments are also our mountain, and they assure us of God’s love for us. 

     If you are having some doubts about Jesus’ love for you.  If you’re having a hard time believing that Jesus is 

always with you.  If you’re struggling with the reality that God forgives the thousands of sins you commit every 

day.  If you are questioning whether Jesus’ death and resurrection are enough to get you into heaven.  If you’re 

unsure about who God is, because of all the hoaxes and lies that Satan is spreading about Jesus, then go to the 

Word of God today and throughout the week, come to the Sacrament of Holy Communion and confess your 

doubts, it’s OK to have doubts and questions, and let Jesus speak to you and comfort you, because as you do, I 

know you will agree with the words of Peter today, “Lord, it is good to be here.”  I pray that you will find the 

strength and the courage to not only listen to Jesus, but also to follow Him wherever He may lead you – to the 

mountains, to the valleys, to the cross, and then far, far beyond.    


