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     When something is empty it often brings feelings of disappointment, frustration, sadness, or fear or the 

simply reality that something is finished.  Many times when a funeral service is over, people will leave with a 

sense of emptiness, because for many people death is final.  Our society tells us that when you die that is it, it’s 

over.  So people go home feeling empty, because someone is gone – they don’t have any hope.  I saw this 

firsthand several years ago when I conducted a funeral service for a man named Roger, who died rather 

suddenly.  Roger was a well known, loved, and respected man in the community, but his family was not (in 

their words) a “religious” family.  As a result, there was a sense of sorrow and despair at the end of the funeral 

service, because the family did not have an active, personal faith in Jesus.  They left empty. 

     On the other hand, for us as Christians, especially on this day, the word “empty” is a word that brings 

tremendous joy.  On this day Jesus’ tomb was empty, His death was not the end, and as a result that changed the 

meaning of death forever.  And I saw this firsthand just a few weeks after Roger’s funeral when I did a funeral 

for a lady named Ida, who also died rather suddenly.  While there were many tears and a lot of sadness at her 

death, her family members were active Christians, so at the funeral there was also love and laughter, as many 

people shared some special memories of her.  Her funeral was actually a celebration of her graduation from this 

life to life eternal with Jesus. 

     Why the difference?  Because Christianity says that death is not the end, it is a new beginning.  Now to our 

world that is outrageous, that is foolish, that is hard to believe.  And the women who were going to Jesus’ tomb 

on this Easter morning would have agreed with our world.  They had gone early in the morning to finish a rather 

unpleasant labor of love – the embalming of Jesus’ battered and crucified body.  But what they found was that 

the stone that had sealed the tomb had been rolled away from the entrance and inside the tomb it was empty, the 

body of Jesus was gone.  As they stood looking at each other, confused by what had happened, our Gospel 

lesson says that “suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them and asked, ‘Why do you seek the 

living among the dead?  He is not here, He has risen!’”  Then the women remembered what Jesus had told 

them, His prediction of “being delivered into the hands of sinful men, being crucified, and rising again on the 

3rd day.”  They remembered, but it was still hard to believe, because they came to the tomb feeling empty, 

expecting nothing but death, and facing a future with very little hope. 

     So they went and told Jesus’ disciples; and what was their reaction?  Our text says that they did not believe 

the women, because their words seemed outrageous - like utter nonsense. 

     What would you have thought?  Move the scene forward about 2000 years and imagine a close friend of 

yours has died an agonizing death.  The funeral is set for a few days after he or she died, and on that day of the 

funeral you arrive at the funeral home several hours in advance to make sure everything is in place.  But when 

you arrive you are told that your friend’s body is no longer there.  “What?  Where is it?  What do you mean no 

one moved him?  You’re telling me he’s just gone!?”  Perhaps like Peter you would rush to the room where the 

viewing was to take place to verify what you have just heard, and finding the casket, inside you see nothing but 

some of the clothes he was to be buried in; as a result you might wonder, “What in the world is going on here?  

Who would remove a body from a funeral home?”  I don’t think it would ever cross our minds to glorify God 

and think, “My deceased friend must be alive.”  But imagine if we told people, “Hey, guess what.  My friend 

who died a few days ago is alive.”  What would people think?  They would probably think we were crazy; that 

our grief was clouding our logical thinking. 

     Paul, the writer of our second lesson for today, was very concerned about this kind of skepticism among the 

people in the church.  People were questioning as to whether Jesus really had risen from the dead.  So Paul 

addressed this issue in the verses leading up to our second lesson from 1 Corinthians 15 by reminding the 

people what they have heard from day one of his teaching with them.  That “Christ died for our sins according 

to the Scriptures, that he was buried, and was raised on the third day.” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)  Then he goes on to 

give a list of people, of witnesses, who saw the risen Christ fully alive after His death on Good Friday.  He says, 

“Jesus appeared to Peter, and then to the 12.  After that, he appeared to more than 500 of the brothers at the 

same time, most of whom are still living.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he 

appeared to me also on the road to Damascus.” (1 Corinthians 15:5-8)  Paul listed all of these witnesses whom the 



Corinthians themselves could have interviewed to verify Paul’s report; which leads Paul to ask, “How can some 

of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?” (1 Corinthians 15:12) 

     How many references do you usually need when applying for a job?  Two, maybe 3?  If that’s all it takes for 

an employer to decide if you are worth hiring, then shouldn’t the 500 plus witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection be 

enough to convince people that Paul’s report regarding Jesus’ resurrection is true?  After all, what was there to 

gain from telling others that Jesus had risen from the dead if it wasn’t true?  Plus, Paul suffered tremendously as 

he proclaimed this truth.  He was imprisoned, beaten, and stoned, so if Jesus’ resurrection was a lie, don’t you 

think Paul would have eventually given up promoting it?   

     But for people in the church back in the 1st century, and for many people today, it’s just hard to believe, it 

sounds outrageous.  What’s interesting to note when you read about the resurrection of Jesus in the Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John is that there are some fairly significant differences in the resurrection accounts.  

For example, how many women went to the tomb that morning?  The Gospel of John says that it was only Mary 

Magdalene.  Matthew’s Gospel says there were 2 women.  Mark’s Gospel lists 3 women, and our Gospel for 

today from Luke lists 3 women and says there were others with them.  Who announced to the women that 

Christ had risen?  Our Gospel lesson from Luke says 2 men.  John’s Gospel says 2 angels.  Matthew’s Gospel 

says 1 angel.  And Mark’s Gospel says 1 young man.  Some skeptics have tried to use these differences to 

convince people that the resurrection of Jesus never happened at all.  Are they right? 

     No.  In fact, those differences are precisely what validates the story.  Listen to eyewitness testimony at a 

trial.  If each one gives exactly the same account down to the smallest detail, without any deviation whatsoever, 

that makes a jury suspicious that the witnesses have secretly worked together to make up something.  But if 

there are differences in details, while the major points remain the same, then the testimony sounds more 

legitimate.  Yes, from Gospel to Gospel, the resurrection accounts are different, but on the main point, they all 

agree: the tomb was empty and the risen Christ soon appeared.  Outrageous, hard to believe, yes, but frankly I 

think it’s easier to believe than the opposite – that it was all an elaborately contrived hoax. 

     Without the resurrection, life would be meaningless and Christianity would be a weak, sorry religion.  But 

the resurrection makes our faith real.  It means that your death and my death is not the end.  It gives us a reason 

to come back here next Sunday and the following Sunday and the Sunday after that, to meet Jesus, to encourage 

each other, and to grow together in our faith.  The resurrection makes each day with Jesus important, it enables 

us to face our future with hope and confidence that because Jesus lives, we too shall live; and it gives life 

meaning that is worth living for and dying for.  It is finished.  Christ has won.  Alleluia, and Amen. 


