June 2019
Sunday Services: 9:00 am & 11:00 am
Church Office: (919) 553-4784
Email: cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
www.holycrossclayton.com
On Sunday, June 9, at 11:00am, we will have the joy of seeing 19 students confirm their faith
in God. Our confirmation students are a tremendous blessing to our church and I think
Confirmation Sunday is always one of our most enjoyable and impressive worship services.
The students will publicly acknowledge the gifts of forgiveness, faith, and eternal life that God
gave them in their Baptism. They will promise to be faithful to God and to suffer even death
rather than fall away from Him. That’s an impressive promise! Just think, are you willing to
conform your life to the Word of God, and in words and actions remain true to God, even to
death? The confirmation students will all answer “yes” to that question and to many other
questions that will be asked of them.as they stand before the entire congregation.
The whole confirmation process involves many people and actually begins for the students at their baptism.
When parents bring their children to church for baptism, they promise to raise their children in the Christian faith,
pray for them, and bring them to worship on a regular basis. In order to assist parents, the church has designed a
period of instruction to help students identify with the life and mission of the Christian Church. This process
includes not only 3 years of classroom instruction, but also service projects in the community, a retreat weekend
in which they design their own worship service, and a final paper based on a Bible verse (listed below) that they
choose on their own. Please pray with me for the following students and their families as they celebrate this
special milestone in their lives:
Olivia Lynn Bishop – Isaiah 40:29-31
Mason Thomas Wright – Matthew 7:7
Grace Erin McNally – Proverbs 27:1
Robert Jackson Helmer – John 15:13
Philip Christian Miller – 1 Corinthians 1:18
Brenna Ruby Booth – Proverbs 4:23
Alen Victor Voorhees IV – John 6:35
Emily Jane Niewoehner – Psalm 23:4
Mario Anthony Hawkins – Philippians 4:12-13

Laura Ann Niewoehner – Matthew 5:16
Nyjah Leigh Turner – Joshua 1:9
Chase Nicholas Rogers – Psalm 25:5
Faith Hutcherson Skibins – Psalm 119:105
Karlee Ann Kohuth – Psalm 55:22
Danny Anthony Gomez – Deuteronomy 4:31
Jamie Lou Adams – 1 Samuel 12:24
Abigail Hope Pritchard – Ephesians 2:8-9
Brianne Katherine Simerman – John 13:7
Jancy Marley Lamarre – Job 28:28

What I find so amazing about confirmation is that it is a process and an event that you never forget. I cannot
remember what I ate for dinner a few days ago, but I still vividly remember my confirmation instruction and my
confirmation day in the late 1970s. I guarantee anyone who has gone through confirmation remembers the
instruction, their teachers, and their confirmation day. It is truly something that God seems to engrave in our
hearts and minds. I encourage you to ask people you know if they remember their confirmation. I promise you
will hear some fun stories.
A special thanks goes to Gene Gevers, Ron Harrison, Chuck Fox, Rebekah Bajwa, Troy Hirt, Kurt Miller, and BJ
Johns for teaching the students over the past three years. I thank God for the privilege of having a part in teaching
our confirmation students and seeing them profess their faith before others. Thank you for the love and
encouragement you give to our confirmation students throughout the year.
In God’s Service,
Pastor Bill

Hello Ladies,
Ask any of the 27 ladies who made it to the LWML
Retreat at Oak Island on May 17-19 and they will tell
you what a wonderful experience it was. The
organizing committee, led by Debbie Fick, did an
outstanding job of taking care of all of the details that
go into planning such an event. Debbie led us in
exploring our theme of what it means to be
PRECIOUS in God’s sight. In small groups we
discussed what this means regarding how we should
reach out to others with this Good News in our own
congregation and in our larger community. We also
enjoyed wonderful times of fellowship and getting to
know each other better through our “Name the Baby
Picture” icebreaker, our work together to make cards
of encouragement for those in the nearby Gabriel
Manor memory unit (some of us proved to be quite good artists!), our free time shopping or going to the
beach, and our always hilarious board games evening. The worship service on Sunday was especially
beautiful. And the music throughout the weekend, led by Karla Bishop, was truly inspirational. Thanks to
everyone who worked so hard to organize the weekend – it was a real team effort. We have reserved the
same weekend after Mother’s Day for next year so—all you ladies of Holy Cross aged 18 and older—put it
on your 2020 calendar!
One of the efforts of the retreat was that we solicited advice from some of the younger attendees about
how to increase membership from our young adult population. They came up with some great ideas which
the Board will pursue. We also asked some of them who are more techno-savvy to help us increase our
presence on social media. Thanks to their enthusiastic support, the Holy Cross LWML is now on
Facebook! To join our page, search Facebook for “Holy Cross LWML” or visit our website at
www.holycrossclayton.com/lwml and click on the Facebook link.
Congratulations to all of our seniors graduating from high school and college! We will honor them with a
reception between services on June 2nd. Graduation is an important milestone and we wish each of you
well in your next phase of life. Stay in touch with your church family, please.
The next General Meeting of LWML will be held on July 14th after the late service. We always desire to
host interesting speakers to raise our awareness of various issues and groups. If any of you have
suggestions about such a speaker, please let me know so we can try to schedule them for future meetings.
We will announce who our July speaker will be in the July newsletter.
Be safe and strong in the Lord over these upcoming summer months!
Judy Hoffman, Meetings Chair
(919) 550-8202
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On May 4th, the OWLs visited the Raulston Arboretum and took a self-guided tour of the
Japanese garden, rose garden and more. A few of us posed for a picture while enjoying the
beauty of the garden. After leaving the Arboretum, we finished our day together with
lunch at Neomonde Restaurant.
On Saturday, June 8th, the OWLs will have a game night at the church, starting at
7 p.m. The game we will play is, "Been There, Done That." Finger food and refreshments
to share are appreciated.

OWLs

Our last Senior Bible Study before breaking for the summer will be held at the church on
Tuesday, June 4th, starting at 10:30 a.m. We will discuss chapter 10 in the book,
Older and Wiser "Healing Is A Choice," led by Pastor Bill.

Lutherans

The OWLs (Older, Wiser Lutherans) is a senior group 50 years plus that meets monthly for
fellowship. We enjoy visiting museums, going to concerts and plays and just having evenings together at the
church for a potluck or movie night. Whether you are single or married, you will be welcomed with
friendship. If you would like to be on our email list, please contact Joyce & Dennis Ray.
Joyce & Dennis Ray
919-763-0668 or jray003@nc.rr.com

Baby Clothes Closet
Volunteers needed at
iChoose Pregnancy
Support Services!
Baby Clothes Closet
Volunteers organize and
prepare donations of
baby clothes, diapers,
and other supplies, as
well as meet
directly
with clients
to help
select baby
items.
If you have a heart for
Life and desire to make
a difference on behalf of
mothers and their
babies, volunteering at
iChoose is a rewarding
way to serve others and
share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. For more
information, please
contact Vicky at
919-585-4353
or director@ichoose.me.
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To prepare God’s people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up.
—Ephesians 4:12

JUNE BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT
Progress is being made on the site preparation due to the good, dry weather of late. The new retention pond
is completed and operational. The grading for erosion control is nearly complete and the grading on the new
parking lot is also reaching the final stages. Six inches of stone will be put on top of the soil for the parking
lot in the next week or so and that will serve as our parking lot surface until late in the overall construction
cycle. The pavement will not be put down until the heavy construction truck traffic has ended. In the
interim, we will paint the stone to show parking stalls.
Once the new parking lot is ready for use, the back half of the current parking lot will be closed off in
preparation for the construction of the new building. You can expect to see this in the next couple of weeks.
Handicapped parking will be moved to the parking spaces just across from our current entrance overhang.
That will be its permanent location. The construction company has not yet told us how much working space
they require in front of the new building. We are hoping it will be small enough to allow us to drive past and
around the current island. In any event, we will have continued use of our entrance overhang. We are
making every effort to minimize the inconvenience to our members during the construction cycle but there
will still be some. A map showing the new traffic flow and parking will be distributed to all members before
the implementation of the changes.
Our best estimate at this time is that we will take occupancy of our new facilities by year end 2019.
You can contact any member of the Building Committee if you have any questions.

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING
A congregational voters' meeting will take place between
worship services on Sunday, June 16, at 10:15am to
approve our building loan through the Lutheran Church
Extension Fund. More information about this meeting
will be made available to everyone over the next few weeks.
Meet Our New Music Director
My name is Melissa Sultan, and I am a recent graduate from
UNCG with a Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance. I was
born and raised in Raleigh in a family of eight. The Lord has
blessed me with opportunities to serve in churches for most of my
life-from playing the keyboard in youth band to serving as pianist
for a church in Greensboro the past two and a half years. In
addition to serving at church, I work as a part time nanny, and as
a piano teacher both privately and at a local academy. I am so
grateful for the opportunity to begin serving as organist for Holy
Cross!
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July 5th
2:00 pm—6:30 pm
To schedule your life saving appointment please visit www.redcrossblood.org
and enter sponsor code: Holy Cross.
Please contact Megan or Tommy at megan.el2020@gmail.com with any
questions!
Save our supply and donate this summer!
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Stephen Minister Applications are available! Contact Rebekah Bajwa to get your application today. The
cost to be a Stephen Minister is $50.00 per person, which covers your three books and two workbooks. The
education classes will start on Thursday Nights this Fall. If you have any questions about the cost or
becoming a Stephen Minister please contact Rebekah Bajwa rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com, or
Susan Creech smcreech@gmail.com. Applications are due by July 1st.
What Is the Stephen Series?
Holy Cross Lutheran Church recently decided to enroll in the Stephen Series. The Stephen Series is a
system for training laypeople to do caring ministry. Those training for Stephen Ministry will learn skills
and develop their talents for bringing Christ’s healing love to people who are grieving, hurting, or
experiencing other stresses in life.
Who Will Benefit from the Stephen Series?
The Stephen Series, for which Holy Cross Lutheran Church will soon begin training, benefits many others
besides those who receive the care of their Stephen Ministers. The Stephen Ministers grow greatly as they
learn about helping others—and they learn about themselves. As the hurting members of our congregation
grow stronger through this caring ministry, the whole church is built up and made stronger. And, of course,
we all can have the knowledge that when the pains of life come our way, someone will always be there,
ready to care for us, to bring God’s love to us in a special, personal way. Perhaps God is calling you to be
one of these caring, committed servants who offer Christ’s love to those who are hurting.
Why Lay Ministry?
The Stephen Series, in which Holy Cross recently enrolled, is designed to train laypeople for caring
ministry. Loving others in Jesus’ name is a challenge and an opportunity for all God’s children. Likewise,
the joy of helping others is the privilege of all Christians, for the Holy Spirit has given gifts to each
Christian to use in service to others and to build up the church (1 Corinthians 12:7–11). Stephen Ministry will
rely on the gifts the Holy Spirit has given to our lay members so that, as more people are equipped to care,
Christ’s love for us will be able to go out from us in ever greater and more effective ways.

SPACE Trivia Night
Friday, June 28 at 7:00PM
th

Register your team of 8 or sign-up to play, and we’ll place you on a team. The
youth will have a sign-up out on Sunday, June 23rd.
Cost: $10 per person which covers: childcare, drinks, and trivia.
We encourage each team to bring their own snacks and cash to participate in
the 50/50 raffle and buy mulligans. The winning team will receive $200 in gift
cards!
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CONFIRMATION
•

•

CY3 – Confirmation Weekend
 Confirmation Dinner Saturday, June 8th, 6:00PM – 8:30PM
 Confirmation Sunday June 9th at 9:45 Photos, 11:00 Worship
CY2 – Confirmation Dinner Saturday, June 8th, 5:45PM – 8:30PM
 June 29th – No Class
 Sunday, June 9th at 11:00 Worship Confirmation Sunday

YOUTH MINISTRY
•

•

•

•

Magnify—June 22nd 8:30am – 12:30pm For all High School Students and NYG Youth.
Kayaking at Lake Wheeler. You have to sign-up for this event by Wednesday, June19th. Bring a water
bottle with you. Cost is $5 per person.
NYGers:

Meeting—Wednesday, June 5th 6:30PM – 8:00PM. This meeting is for parents and
youth. We will meet in the Sanctuary. We will go over cell phone policy, group covenant,
packing list, schedule, and update on money and flight information as it has changed.
 Trivia Night Friday, June 28th with a Space Theme. 6:00PM Set Up. 7:00-9:00PM Event
followed by clean-up.
College Application Assistance - Sunday, June 9th at 6:00 pm All high school students and
parents are welcome to attend, but the information provided will most directly pertain to rising
12th graders and recent high school graduates. Students and youth will learn: strategies to
applying to college, what college applications entail, timelines for college applications, what to
expect in their first year of college. If you have any questions, or would like to request any specific
topic to be covered, please contact Jake Berger at jberger@campbell.edu
HS Youth Jam Sessions: We are having Jam Session in June for all the youth who have musical
talents from singing to clarinets and much more. Our goal is to have Jam Session throughout
the summer to give you a chance to blend your talents together and Worship God. In the Fall we
will put together a band based on interest and commitment. If this is something you are
interested in please let me know. Lizy Coleman and Tom Elliott are leading this group. Jam
Sessions will take place in the Youth Room. Stop by Rebekah’s Office to pick up song sheets.
Make sure to bring your equipment with you. Save the Dates for…
 Tuesday, June 11th 6:30 – 8:00PM
 Wednesday, June 19th 6:30 – 8:00PM

Mark your Calendar for our upcoming events:
•
•

July 28th – Cake Decorating! Each person will take home 1-2 individual cakes.
August 4th – Pool Party! Welcome Rising 9th Graders to Youth Group!

THANK YOU to everyone who support the Youth Yard Sale! We made $2,116.89!

COLLEGE MINISTRY / YOUNG ADULTS
•

•

Save the Date: Tuesday, June 18th Trivia at 7:00PM at Buffalo Brothers White Oak.
 You can buy dinner, play Trivia, or just socialize
 Let me know if you are coming so I can get seats for everyone—(408) 930-4837 .
Support the NYG Youth: Sign up or make a team of 8 for Trivia Night at Holy Cross on Friday,
June 28th 7pm – 9pm. Cost is $10 per person. A great way to meet other college students at our
church and in our community.
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We are praying for—Those receiving cancer care:







Tim Baugh
Lois DiFruscio, friend of the Janowski Family
Joanne Morse, friend of Ellie Shep
Pam Denning, friend of Candice Patterson
Tim Ziezula, relative of Doug & Carol Aitken
Mark, brother of Todd Samsa








Bettina, daughter of Christa Schroeder
Bill Berry, friend of Doug & Carol Aitken
Roy MacLean, friend of Ed & Kathy Savoy
Marsha Dale Presnell, friend of Joan Neuner
Scarlett Stovall, friend of Margaret Lee
Delores Lutzinger, cousin of Melissa deCathelineau

We are praying for—Those with health and other issues:



























Arlene Behr
Jo Abma
Lucille Nicklow
Penny Schneider
Brian Lawrence
Judy Fowler
Peggy Lorton
Dennis Ray
Betty Jo Pitcher
Mark Wilson
Joan Stuart
Carol Aitkin
Connie Reid
Lillian Lundoy
Margaret Lee
Mary Pobanz
Richard Lavery
Betty Winkle
Warren, son of Caroline Schust
Steve Estes, husband of Gail Estes
Brian Wilhelm, brother of Liane
Goulet
Weston & Mason Baugh, grandsons
of John & Carla McMullen
Rick, brother of Theresa Parrish
Frank, husband of Kathleen Patella
Donna, daughter of Caroline Schust
Patty, daughter of Gayle Keen, friend
of Ellie Shep

 Sophia Allen, family of Gene &
Jeannie Gevers
 Barbara Ekerdt Creecy, niece of
Herman & Donna Steele
 Thomas Craig, brother of Caroline
Shust
 Martha Gale, mother of Jamie
Brannon
 Russell Martin, friend of Larry &
Christine Reagan
 James Norris, father of Meredith
Marsh
 Danny McCarthy, friend of Michele
Capozzi
 Fran Lawrence, friend of Carolyn
Reed
 Stevie Tibbett, friend of Eunice Burch
 Chris Heuser, nephew of Polly Bleeker
 Bertha Crabtree, mother of Nancy
Burgart
 Matt Parkhurst, friend of Joyce &
Dennis Ray
 James Fowler & Ryan Hudson,
friends of Robin Oelrich
 Frank Floyd, uncle of Brandy
Bjorklund
 Matt & Marsha, son and daughter-inlaw of Colleen Grotke
 Monica Clonts, sister of Blake Ball

 Faith Hicks & her baby Grace,
goddaughter of the Colemans
 Jenna, granddaughter of Barry & Lucy
Nicklow
 Margaret Forsyth, friend of Penny
Schneider
 Charlie & Joyce Pike, friend of Doug
& Carol Aitken
 Janie Bruton, friend of Bob Lotter
 Tom & Sue Rabon, mom &
stepfather of Beth Miller
 Tod & Karen, parents of Sean
Pritchard
 Natalie, niece of Jerry & Karen Benditz
 Joyce Moore
 Colt, friend of Christa Schroeder
 Seraphina, friend of the Pritchard
family
 Gretchen Sneider & Heidi Goldman,
daughters of Penny Schneider
 Evelyn Goldapple, mother of Jennifer
McNally
 Matthew Marek, cousin of Robert
McNally
 Amy, step-mother of Marvin Fordham
 Pastor Harold Kitzmann, Rosie
Villamil & Mahtob Mahmoody,
friends of Elisabeth Junker
 Patricia, mother of Kurt Miller

We are praying for—Those with prayers of thanksgiving:
 Debbie, sister-in-law of Gary & Diane Wessel

We are praying for—Those with other prayer needs:
 Lexi, friend of Olivia Bishop
 Ryan Underwood, nephew of Beth Otto

 Debra, daughter of Bill & Diana Lehman

We are praying for—Those in mourning:
 Adriana Saurer, mourning the death of her dad, Amado Leon
 Doug & Carol Aitken, mourning the death of their niece, Rayna Pitko
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Ushers

Sound/Video

Scripture Reader

Refreshments

Nursery

Greeters

Altar Guild

Acolyte

Diane Wessel
Brandy Bjorklund
Helen Comeford
Kris Popilek

Edie Voorhees
Denise Ball
Jane Wilson
Eunice Burch

Madonna Bennett
Cheri Schell
Jeanie Scroggs
Lanny Scroggs
Bob Booth

Teresa Bauer
Doris Niewoehner
Sheila Hirt
Sara Hirt
Marvin Fordham
Mary Fordham

Betsy Harsch
Ella McBrayer

Offiong Mkpong
Stephanie & Keith
Garehan

Paul Niewoehner

Doris Niewoehner
Al Popilek

Terrie & Kaitlin Lassandro
Amanda Millard
Connie Reid

Tommy Elliott
Todd Urban
Jack Tucker

Troy Hirt
Sheila Hirt
Kim Ellis
Morgan Ellis
Rebecca Lavery
Sheila & Sara Hirt
Susan Jones

Rick & Dewie Francis
Sarah Beyer
Robin Oelrich
Robert Bennett
Mathew Neuschafer
Jim Rybinski
Dan Bohlman
Arthur Berger
Jacob Berger

Dennis Reese
Elaine Reese
Abigail Pritchard
Olivia Bishop
Elizabeth Dull
Kelly Barton
Bill & Maureen
McElwain
Ernie Kastner
Sandy Nesselrode
Megan Elliott
Mike & Adrienne Mabry
Ron Harrison
Thom Morkin
Paul Niewoehner
Travis Bennett
Dennis Reese
David Reid
Herman Steele
Keith Garehan

Ron MacKenzie
Mary Lou MacKenzie
Katie Copenhaver
Michelle Koellermeier
Jane Wilson
Carla Crossland
Helen Comeford
Rebekah Bajwa
Susan Creech
Rick & Dewie Francis
Sarah Beyer
Travis Bjorklund
Mark Sherwin
Brad Palmer
Blake Ball
Arthur Berger
Jacob Berger
Troy Hirt
John M Harlow

Kris Popilek
Tonya Pischke

Jessica Pischke
Sue Beyer
LWML
Elaine Reese
Sonja Coull
Kris Popilek
Megan Elliott
Sarah Beyer
Perry Bauer
Keith Kelsay

Marvin Fordham
Gene Gevers
Bob Williams
Wilson Feick
Val Feick
Cris Hoffman

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

Troy Hirt

Brenda Gay

Rebekah Bajwa

Val Feick

Wilson Feick

Bob Williams

Brandon deCathelineau

Bob Metzger

Sarah Beyer

Megan Elliott

Linda Elstun
Ella McBrayer

Baylee Kinkel

Shellbee Kinkel

John M Harlow

Bill Sessoms

Charlotte Rybinski

Sandy Harrison

Jill Booth

8:30

Jim Rybinski

Rebecca Lavery

Ron Harrison

11:00

8:30

David Gomez

Bri Simerman

Benny Pritchard

Nathan Crumpler

Seth Bennett

11:00

Grace McNally

Katelynn Evans

Shellbee Kinkel

Brenna Booth

JUNE 30

8:30

JUNE 23

JUNE 16

JUNE 9

JUNE 2

SERVING THE CHURCH IN JUNE

Vital Stats
Date
Attendance
4/3 (Wed.)
165
4/7
315 (160 & 155)
4/10 (Wed.)
153
4/14
388 (234 & 154)
4/18 (M. Thurs.)
165
4/19 (G. Fri.)
160
4/21 (Easter)
630 (152, 240, & 238)
4/28
285 (155 & 130)
Direct Deposit Offering (Apr.):

Offerings
$ 1,135
$ 8,567
$
892
$ 9,978
$
929
$ 1,903
$ 23,203
$ 6,736
$ 3,138

Total Envelope/Plate Giving:

$ 56,481

Total offerings received thru 4/30/19:
Total projected offerings thru 4/30/19:

$207,226
$170,969

Choir Director:
President:

*Total revenue thru 4/30/19:
Total expenses thru 4/30/19:

$227,778
$190,402

Vice President:
Board of Elders:

Senior Pastor:
Dir. of Family Ministry:
Admin. Assistant:
Open Arms Director:
Music Directors:

(*Revenue=Offerings + CDC Contributions + Misc. Income + Interest)

Avg. Sunday attend. 17 weeks 2018:
Avg. Sunday attend. 17 weeks 2019:

333
362

Avg. weekly offerings 17 weeks 2018:
Avg. weekly offerings 17 weeks 2019:
Special Gifts (to Holy Cross):
Building Fund
MATTHEW Ministry
Backpack Buddies

$ 9,757
$ 12,190
$ 17,024
$
325
$
570

2019 Mission Offerings (from Holy Cross):
iChoose Pregnancy Support Services:
$ 1,000
Southeastern District—LCMS
$ 11,017

as of April

30th

Open Arms Board:
Social Ministries:
Board of Education:
Board of Properties:

Financial Secretary:
Asst. Fin. Secretary:
Treasurer:

Rev. Bill Beyer
Rebekah Bajwa
Cassy Welch
Wendy Huff
Amy Tharp
Scott Barton
Carolyn Selby
Todd Hinton

william.beyer@holycrossclayton.com

Donna Harlow
Ron Harrison
Chuck Fox
Tony Swann
Robert Bennett
Brad deCathelineau
Wendy Huff
Teresa Bauer
Beth Otto
John Neuner
BJ Johns
Karen Hatcher
Wilson Feick

harlow5@mac.com
rshnc@nc.rr.com
cfox13@nc.rr.com
rtraviator@nc.rr.com
bbennett6@nc.rr.com
bdecathelineau@nc.rr.com
openarms@earthlink.net
ptbauer514@aol.com
bethotto@nc.rr.com
jkneuner@gmail.com
bjkjohns@gmail.com
khatcher275@gmail.com
wfeick@embarqmail.com

rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com

cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
openarms@earthlink.net
amy.r.tharp@gmail.com
scottbarton@bellsouth.net
selbyjw@nc.rr.com
toddhinton60@gmail.com

