
A Chat With Pastoré 
 

Have you ever encountered something in your life which seemed too big for you to handle?  It seemed 
too big to confront and you didnôt have the resources ï mentally, physically, or emotionally ï to tackle 
it?  Many of the people who hung around Jesus often felt that way.  They believed Jesus was the 
Messiah and they valued their relationship with Him, but when Jesus told them that He had to suffer, 
die, and rise again they were very confused.  A Savior who would suffer and die?  That was just too big 
for them to grasp until He opened their minds when He rose from the dead and helped them 
understand how it all fit together. 
 

What is there in your life thatôs just too big to handle, grasp, or understand?  Maybe there is something that happened in 
your past or something that follows you around that you would like to hide.  Maybe itôs something at home or at work 
that you canôt seem to deal with or get over.  I must admit several years ago when we started to design our new building 
and discussed construction costs of $1.7 million, I was truly overwhelmed.  I had no idea how it was all going to come 
together or how we would ever afford it.  While it was a lot of work, God was there all along the way teaching us patience 
and providing the funding that will enable us to build a new 12,000 sq.-ft. facility consisting of: 

¶ Multi-purpose room/fellowship hall 
¶ Kitchen 
¶ Youth room 
¶ 3 rooms for Open Arms  
¶ 5 classrooms 
¶ Additional parking 

 
April marked the completion of the second year of our three-year ñBuilding To Serveò capital campaign and at the end of 
April we had over $800,000 that has been given to the construction of the new facility!  The cross that you see in the 
narthex with the tiles on it represents the money that has been given to date to our ñBuilding To Serveò campaign, and the 
cross will be filled once we reach $1,000,000.  We then plan to hang the cross in the new building.  The rest of the 
money needed for construction will come from a loan through our Lutheran Church Extension Fund. 
 
While the whole building and campaign process may appear to be overwhelming, it is certainly not overwhelming to 
God.  While we cannot figure out how everything will work, God will always work things out for our good and the good 
of His kingdom.  In fact, He worked things out perfectly even in the midst of Good Friday when Jesus was tortured and 
killed.  Through it all He was taking our place and suffering the judgment we deserved.  Then by rising from the dead on 
Easter morning and winning the victory over sin, death, and the devil, He offers us forgiveness and life, as well as a 
growing relationship with Him. 
 
We may be overwhelmed at times by different situations and circumstances, but our Lord Jesus gives us the faith, energy, 
and strength to keep on going as He always has things under control.  Therefore, no matter what you are facing, give it to 
God.  Wouldnôt you rather have Him deal with it? 
 
In Godôs Service, 
 
 
Pastor Bill 
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If you have a student in your household who will be graduating from high school or college (or graduate school) 
this year, please let Cassy know in the office.  The LWML will be hosting a reception in their honor between 
services on Sunday, June 2nd. We want to make sure we donôt forget anyone, but we have to depend on 
congregation members to tell us!   
 

The big LWML news for May is the Retreat at Oak Island that will be occurring May 17th-19th.  At the moment 27 
ladies are signed up for the worship/fun/fellowship/service event and we all are really looking forward to it.  
There are still some rooms available which means that ï if you havenôt signed up because you are hesitant to room 
with someone ï we can arrange for you to be in a room by yourself. Please call Debbie Fick at (919) 632-3643 and 
let her know youôd like to join us. She can fill out the reservation form for you over the phone and you can put 
your check for $130 made out to ñHoly Cross LWMLò in the Lucite box ï as soon as possible please.  If you need 
scholarship help in order to attend, we still have some funds available to help. Also, for those ladies who have not 
yet submitted a photo of yourself as a child so that we can play our icebreaker game Friday night, they need to be 
in the Lucite box (with your name on the back so it can be returned) by May 5th. 
 

At the April 14th General Meeting, we were pleased to have Vicky Curry of iChoose speak to us about the work 
her organization does in Clayton and Knightdale to work with girls who find themselves facing an unplanned 
pregnancy.  Our ladies were very generous with the freewill offering which was donated to their efforts.  At that 
meeting the vote was unanimous to  distribute the funds made at the December 1st Cookie Walk/Craft Fair as the 
Executive Board had suggested in support of many worthwhile charitable organizations in our community. 

 

On the Wednesday before Easter, Lizy Coleman organized a few 
LWML volunteers to distribute the candy and snacks and other 
items collected from the congregation so that we could fill 23 
Priority Mail boxes. These were shipped off to our college students 
to help get them through their studying for finals.  In fact, our 
members were so generous we had so much left over that we were 
able to fill up the boxes that are always in the hall by Pastorôs Office 
for the Salvation Army, Backpack Buddies, Matthew Ministries, and 
the mission trip to Honduras!  Thank you so much everyone for 
your contributions! 

 

As of right now, we have six ladies who will be travelling down to St. James 
Lutheran Church in Southern Pines for the LWML Eastern Zone Rally on 
Saturday, May 4th.  If anyone else would like to join us, please call me ASAP so 
I can provide you with the details. Weôll be leaving the church at 7:15 a.m. and 
returning around 5 p.m. 
 

Finally, if anyone in the church ï or anyone you know in the community ï 
finds themselves in the role of a caregiver for someone who has Alzheimerôs, 
our church will be sponsoring a seminar on Saturday, September 21st from  
10 a.m.ðnoon.  Sharing of information and support will be very helpful for all 
who find themselves in the position of caring for a loved one battling this 
disease. Put the date on your calendar and spread the word to anyone who 
might benefit. 
 

Judy Hoffman, Meetings Chairð(919) 550-8202 

Val Feick, Betsy Harsch, and Judy 

Hoffman delivered a meal to the 

Smithfield Rescue Mission on April 

8th for the 8 men currently staying 

with them. Thank you, too, to Cheri 

Schell who made rotini. 
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In April the OWLs attended a mystery play entitled, "The Art of 
Murder," at the Garner Auditorium.   
 
On Saturday, May 4th, the OWLs will take a self-guided tour to the 
Raulston Arboretum, 4415 Beryl Rd., Raleigh.  We will meet at 10:30 
a.m. in the Bobby G. Wilder Visitor Center to receive a map of the 
garden. There is no fee for the Arboretum, but a donation is 
appreciated.  There are gravel paths to see the garden, as well as a 
few stairs for those who wish to take them.  There are benches also 
located throughout the garden.  Parking is available in the Arboretum 
lot and on Beryl Rd. street.   We plan to conclude our tour around 
noon and meet for lunch at Neomonde Restaurant, 3817 Beryl Rd., 
Raleigh. Please email or call Joyce Ray to assure seating for the 
restaurant.   
 
We welcome all seniors 50 years and older to join our email list for 
any updated info regarding our events.   
 
Joyce & Dennis Ray 
919-763-0668  
jray003@nc.rr.com  

Older and Wiser  
Lutherans 

 OWLs 

We have continued our Backpack Buddies ministry at East Clayton 

Elementary school. This year we are packing 20 bags each week! Please 

remember this ministry as you do your grocery shopping and consider 

picking up some items that we need.  

¶ Shelf Stable Milk      
(Dollar Tree sells quart size!)  

¶ Ind. Breakfast Items 
(Cereal, Oatmeal, etc.)  

¶ 100% Juice Boxes  

¶ Healthy Snacks       
(Granola Bars, Pretzels)  

¶ Canned Meats & Stews 
(Chef Boyardee, Tuna, 
Chicken, Dinty Moore Stew)  

¶ Individual Pasta          
(Mac ôn Cheese, Ramen, Rice) 

¶ Canned Fruits            

¶ Canned Vegetables  

Because 

hunger 
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on Friday  

Ruth Circle : Meets the third Wednesday of each month at 

10:00 am in the church library. Contact Jane Wilson at 
(919) 359 -0633.  

 

Dorcas Circle : Meets the first Thursday of each month at 

7:00 pm in the church library. Contact Judy Hoffman at 
(919) 550 -8202.  

 

Hannah Circle : Meets the first Monday of each month at 

10:00 am in the church library. Contact Elaine Reese at 
(919) 553 -5670.  

We will be voting on the new Council members at this meeting.
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Stephen Minister Applications are available!  Contact Rebekah Bajwa to get your 
application today.  The cost to be a Stephen Minister is $50.00 per person, which 

covers your three books and two workbooks. The education classes will start on 
Thursday Nights this Fall. If you have any questions about the cost or becoming a 
Stephen Minister please contact Rebekah Bajwa rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com,  

or Susan Creech smcreech@gmail.com .   
 
What Is the Stephen Series?  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  recently decided to enroll in the Stephen Series. The 
Stephen Series is a system for training laypeople to do caring ministry. Those 

training for Stephen Ministry will learn skills and develop their talents for 
bringing Christõs healing love to people who are grieving, hurting, or experiencing 

other stresses in life.  
 
Who Will Benefit from the Stephen Series?  

The Stephen Series, for which  Holy Cross Lutheran Church  will soon begin 
training, benefits many others besides those who  receive  the care of their Stephen 

Ministers. The Stephen Ministers grow greatly as they learn about helping 
others ñand they learn about themselves. As the hurting members of our 
congregation grow stronger through this caring ministry, the whole church is 

built up and made stronger. And, of course, we all can have the knowledge that 
when the pains of life come our way, someone will always be there, ready to care 

for us, to bring Godõs love to us in a special, personal way. Perhaps God is calling 
you to be one of these caring, committed servants who offer Christõs love to those 
who are hurting.  

 
Why Lay Ministry?  

The Stephen Series, in which  Holy Cross  recently enrolled, is designed to train 
laypeople for caring ministry. Loving others in Jesusõ name is a challenge and an 
opportunity for all Godõs children. Likewise, the joy of helping others is the 

privilege of all Christians, for the Holy Spirit has given gifts to each     Christian 
to use in service to others and to build up the church (1 Corinthians 12:7 ð11). 

Stephen Ministry will rely on the gifts the Holy Spirit has given to our lay 
members so that, as more people are equipped to care, Christõs love for us will be 
able to go out from us in ever greater and more effective ways.  

https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/869
https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/869
https://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/869
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Youth Yard Sale will be Saturday May 11th!   

As you Spring Clean this April please save all your unwanted items for the Youth Yard Sale.  
Drop off your items for our Yard Sale on Friday, May 10th,  6pm- 8pm.    The Yard Sale 

starts at 7:00am on Saturday!   

Holy Cross Menõs 

Softball  
If you are interested in watching a game, see the 
dates and game times below. Games are played at 

Mount Mariah. 
 

Tuesday, May 7 at 8:00 pm  
Friday, May 10 at 9:00 pm  

Thursday, May 16 at 9:00 pm  
Monday, May 20 at 8:00 pm 
Thursday, May 23 at 8:00 pm 

Tuesday, May 28 at 8:00 pm 
Thursday, May 30 at 9:00 pm 

Friday, May 31 at 8:00 pm 
Monday, June 3 at 9:00 pm 
Thursday, June 6 at 8:00 pm 


