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     When I was confirmed in the Lutheran Church all of us in my confirmation class had to sit in the front row 

during worship on Confirmation Day.  During the worship service the pastor asked us questions as he stood in 

the pulpit and we had to answer the questions out loud in front of the congregation.  It was not a very enjoyable 

process and we were all very nervous.  “What if we did not answer a question correctly?  Would we still be 

confirmed?  Would our parents be upset?”   We had never seen anyone miss a question, but none of us knew 

what would happen if we got an answer wrong.  Each student was asked one or two questions about some of the 

things we had studied over the past few years.  Such as, “What is the first commandment and its meaning?  

How can simple water wash away a person’s sins in Baptism?  What is the meaning of the Third Article of the 

Apostles’ Creed?”  We all did just fine with the questions, we were all confirmed, but I think the highlight of 

the day for us as students was when it was all over. 

     However, the following year our pastor announced that confirmation students would no longer have to go 

through that public examination in the worship service in order to be confirmed.  He said it was just too nerve-

wracking for the students and he didn’t want to put the students through that process any longer.  “What!?  

That’s not fair,” said many of us to each other who were confirmed over the past few years.  “How can you be 

confirmed, but not have to answer the questions in the worship service?  If we had to go through it, everyone 

else should have to go through it.”  For 30 years, in that church, students had to answer questions publicly 

during the worship service in order to be confirmed.  My dad had to do it in his church when he was confirmed.  

I’m sure my grandparents had to do it in order to be confirmed.  But years of tradition suddenly came to an end 

and everyone in my confirmation class thought this was a little upset.  “If we had to do it, then everyone should 

have to do it.”  But the change was made, hundreds of students have been confirmed ever since, and the church 

survived. 

     In our First Lesson for today, Peter and his fellow Jews experience something done by God that they thought 

was unfair.  When Jesus told Peter and the other disciples, at the beginning of the book of Acts, that they would 

be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, they probably didn’t understand the 

full impact of those words. 

     This not only meant taking the Gospel to people who were different than them, but Peter learned that it 

meant taking the Gospel to non-Jews.  Uncircumcised people were going to become children of God without 

having to be circumcised and without having to follow a set of rules & laws that God had given to His people 

hundreds of years earlier to prepare them for the coming of the Messiah.  So when Peter was questioned by 

people in the church about why he went to the home of uncircumcised men and ate with them, Peter explained 

that one day while he was praying he had a vision of a great sheet coming down from heaven and on the sheet 

were all kinds of animals.  Some were clean to eat according to the laws laid out in the Old Testament book of 

Leviticus, but others were unclean according to those laws.  In those days a devout Jew would not even touch 

unclean animals, much less eat them.  Peter then heard a voice from God say in verse 7, “Rise, Peter; kill and 

eat.”  Peter was convinced that God was making a mistake and said, “By no means, Lord.”  But to make His 

point, God repeated this vision two more times 

     Now, maybe this sounds rather odd to us, because we are not 1st century Jews.  But this was very difficult for 

Peter and all Jews to accept, because what God was telling him would wipe out hundreds and thousands of 

years of religious traditions and laws.  This didn’t seem fair to the Jews, who for many years had to be 

circumcised and could only eat certain foods and had to follow all kinds of rules in order to be part of God’s 

family.  But now, people were going to be part of God’s family not by following certain rules and traditions, but 

simply through faith in the work that Jesus had done for them by His death and resurrection. 

     What this meant for Peter and the church was that things were going to change.  And the change happened 

quickly, because just as soon as the vision left Peter, 3 Gentiles (non-Jews) knocked on Peter’s door and said 

that God had sent them.  Peter went and ate with them at a Gentile’s home and the entire Gentile family was 

baptized.  And just as people today become members’ of God’s family through baptism, so every member of 

this Gentile family became a child of God through baptism.  These baptized Gentiles were now equal in God’s 

sight with the Jews, and this was hard for the Jews to accept - just as I had a hard time accepting the fact that 



people could be confirmed without going through the public nerve-wracking questions in worship on 

confirmation day.  The Jews didn’t think the Gentiles deserved the blessings of eternal life, because they hadn’t 

earned those blessings – like the Jews thought they had by following all kinds of rules and laws.  

     I’m sure many of us could relate to those Jews, because many times we don’t like change.  Many times we 

hang on to traditions and we fight over things we think are really important, but in reality are probably not that 

important to God.  Over the years churches have argued over things like hymnals, projection screens, worship 

styles, what color the carpeting should be in the sanctuary, and the list could go on and on.  But like the church I 

grew up in, which survived and prospered after the great confirmation controversy, churches around the world 

have survived and prospered, because God is still in charge.  And while there are all kinds of things He 

probably doesn’t care about, who He cares about is very clear and will never change.  Jesus came into the world 

for people.  He came to save people like you and me by giving His life on the cross, and He came to save people 

who have rejected Him and who don’t know Him yet.  These are people who you and I know, who are putting 

their trust and are looking for happiness in the things of this world, who don’t have the joy of knowing the 

unconditional love, forgiveness, and everlasting hope of a merciful God, who understands us, because He lived 

as one of us in the person of Jesus.  

     When Peter reported what had happened, our text tells us at first the people were shocked and silent.  Peter’s 

words and actions caused them to rethink God.  I’m sure they thought, “Maybe God is asking us to change,” 

because then it says in Verse 18 that, “They glorified God saying, ‘Then to the Gentiles also God has granted 

repentance that leads to life.”  And we rejoice with them, because this is how God led His church to include 

people like you and me.  Thank God He led people to re-examine His Word and to trust Him, and that He led 

people who strayed away to repent and be forgiven, in order to keep moving forward with the mission to share 

the Good News of Jesus with all people. 

     God still calls on us to follow Him today and to battle against complacency, tradition, and selfishness.  I’m 

not saying all traditions should be done away with in the church, but God still calls us to be uncomfortable at 

times, to change, in order to comfort people with His love and forgiveness.  There are people all around us who 

don’t know Jesus, who are sitting at home, outside playing, shopping, and staying busy with all kinds of 

activities right now while we are here.  How do we reach them?  We begin by trusting God, listening to Him, 

and maybe rethinking what He wants us to do.  Maybe God is encouraging you to invite a friend to church, or to 

tell a co-worker that you are praying for them, or to simply introduce yourself to your neighbors and to love 

them just as they are, in the same way that God loves you.  In other words, God might be calling you to step out 

of your comfort zone in some way to reach out to your neighbors, friends, and co-workers.  It may not be easy.  

Jesus even told us today in our Gospel lesson when He said to His disciples in John 16:20 concerning change: 

“You will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice.  You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into 

joy.” 

     While we will have joy doing the work God has laid out for us, we may still struggle and weep and lament at 

times, but we will never regret it.  There are people out there today in our community and our world who are 

waiting to hear from us.  So rethink what God might be asking you to do, trust Him, and if necessary be willing 

to change. 

 

       


