
“Spectator or Participant” 

Luke 10:1-20 

July 7, 2019 

 

     Did you ever notice that many people come to church on Sundays and sit in the same place week after week?  

That’s definitely true for me.  Every week I come to worship and I sit or stand in the same place.  In fact, if you 

were trying to get in touch with me during the week, but were unable to reach me, you would know exactly 

where to find me on a Sunday morning. 

     We are all creatures of habit and we tend to get locked into familiar patterns.  That can be both good and 

bad.  There’s a certain feeling of comfort with doing the same things in the same ways.  But there’s also the 

danger of getting into a rut, of just going through the motions, or accepting certain ways of doing things without 

thinking. 

     Some patterns that are firmly established in our society are the distinctions between employer and employee, 

or teacher and student, or parent and child.  The employer, or teacher, or parent will tend to look at things one 

way, while the employee, or student, or child will tend to look at things another way.  That way of looking at 

things, that pattern that becomes established, that model or organizing principle is called a paradigm. 

     Paradigms can be both good and bad.  They’re good in that they help us sort out the world around us, but 

they can be bad if they lock us into ways of looking at things, or doing things that are not helpful.  When people 

change a paradigm or change the basic way they look at things, that’s called a paradigm shift. 

     Let me give you 2 examples of a paradigm shift.  A young man bought a sports car and had a tendency to 

drive very fast.  As he was driving through the mountains one day, he thought about his parents who constantly 

told him he drove too fast and would get hurt someday if he wasn’t careful.  “They always overreact.  No one is 

going to tell me how to drive,” he thought.  Suddenly, as he came up to a curve, a large SUV appeared in his 

lane.  He swerved onto the shoulder and stopped, barely missing the SUV.  The driver of the SUV yelled at him 

through his open window saying, “Pig!”  The young man then yelled some inappropriate things back at him.  As 

the SUV quickly disappeared from sight, the young man thought, “He swerved into my lane, and called me a 

‘pig’?  I’m not letting that go.”  So he stepped on the accelerator and squeeled his tires as he went around the 

curve, planning to turn around to chase after the guy in the SUV, when he suddenly crashed into a very large 

pig that was standing in the middle of the road. 

     The other example of a paradigm shift involves a woman who got on a bus with her 3 noisy children.  The 

children proceeded to wreak havoc on the bus while the woman just sat there and did nothing.  The people 

around her were a little disturbed at the behavior of her children when a man sitting next to her said, “Ma’am, 

you really should do something about your children.”  The woman, who appeared to be daydreaming, replied, 

“Pardon me?”  The man said again, “You should do something about your children, they are a little out of 

control.” The woman answered, “I’m sorry, I know I should, but we are on our way to the hospital where my 

husband just had cancer surgery.  The doctors told me that he probably won’t survive much longer.  I don’t 

know how I’m going to tell the children, and I just don’t know what to do with them right now.” 

     The young man in the sports car needed to look at the actions of the SUV driver in a different way.  The 

passengers on the bus now had another way of viewing the chaotic behavior of the children and the emotional 

state of their mother.  Both of these are examples of a paradigm shift: looking at the same thing from another 

point of view. 

     In our Gospel lesson from Luke, Jesus calls for these 72 disciples to make a paradigm shift.  Prior to this 

they had seen Jesus as their master and teacher.  And I would guess that their relationship with Him had settled 

into a very nice comfortable groove.  He was the teacher, they were the students.  He was the leader, they were 

the followers.  He was the active participant, He was the one doing ministry – healing people, driving out 

demons, etc.; they were the spectators – watching Jesus do all of these wonderful things and listening to His 

teachings. 

     But on the day recorded in our Gospel lesson, Jesus called for them to look at discipleship from another 

point of view.  Basically, He told these disciples: “You guys are now the ones who are going to do ministry.  

You are going to be the active participants.  You are no longer going to be the spectators.  You are going to be 

the leaders.”  Do you think they were nervous?  The Bible doesn’t specifically tells us, but I’m sure they were, 

especially when Jesus told them in verse 3, “Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst 



of wolves.”  Jesus makes it very clear that they will face spiritual and physical dangers.  And on top of that in 

verse 4, Jesus says that He doesn’t want them to take anything with them.  He wants them to be totally 

dependent on Him, to trust Him that He will protect and provide for them. 

     It’s not easy for any of us to let go of comfortable surroundings and familiar ways of doing things.  I’m sure 

we are all excited about the expansion of our church facility that will give us more room to do ministry and 

enable us to start new ministries of outreach to our community.  But in order for that to happen, in order for this 

project to be completed, we will have to continue to trust God that He will guide us and provide for us.  After 

all, it is very easy to look at this kind of project – building a 12,000 sq.-ft. addition with a fellowship hall, 

classrooms, a larger youth room, plus expanded parking, at a cost of $1.8 million and wonder, “Will we really 

be able to do all this without any problems?” 

     Over the years at this church we have learned firsthand that with God nothing is impossible, and in trusting 

Him we all may have to make a shift in our lives that will involve energy, time, finances, and commitments.  In 

other words, in order for this to happen smoothly we will all have to be active participants and not just 

spectators. Now for many of us the process has already started.  Many of you have made financial commitments 

to our “Building To Serve” campaign and you have been fulfilling those commitments over the past few years.  

Some of you have volunteered to serve on different committees, such as our church council, the building 

committee, and interiors to insure the construction process goes smoothly.  Now the process may make things 

inconvenient or uncomfortable for us at times, but I’m sure when the building is complete, we will all look back 

at the process and say, “That was amazing.  I thank God I was able to be a part of this special ministry.” 

     I think that’s how it was for these 72 disciples that Jesus sent out.  No doubt they were terrified at first, but in 

verse 17 it says, “The 72 returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!’”  

As difficult as it probably was for those 72 disciples to make the paradigm shift, it was exciting, and they got 

the power to do it from Jesus. 

     And just look at Jesus.  There’s God’s paradigm shift in the flesh.  Jesus came so that God could change the 

way He looked at His people.  Instead of looking at people with an eye toward justice, God in Christ now looks 

at each one of us with an eye toward mercy.  Instead of remaining far off in heaven and waiting for people to 

seek Him, God in Christ came close to His people on earth to seek and to save the lost.  Instead of seeing His 

people die every day for their sins, God in Christ died for us on the cross, so we could live with Him forever. 

     Today, in this text, we see Jesus draft 72 more people into the ministry of telling others about this great 

paradigm shift that God has made.  And this text then challenges us to make the same shift – from spectators to 

active participants.  In fact, to our 34 high school students, 2 college volunteers, and 7 adult chaperones who are 

going to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, all of you will have many opportunities this week as you 

travel to Minnesota to be active participants with your faith.  God is not sending you to this event to just be a 

spectator.  He is sending you to put your faith into action – in the airport, on the plane, in downtown 

Minneapolis, and wherever you go.  That doesn’t mean Jesus is calling all of us to be pastors or missionaries, 

but He does call each one of us to find some way of Sharing His Word and Living His Love with others.    


