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     What are your plans for lunch today?  Are you going to Cracker Barrel, Simple Twist, or a fast food 

restaurant?  I’m sure if you plan to go to a restaurant after worship you may hope that you are able to get there 

before people from other churches arrive, so that you can be seated relatively soon and be able to enjoy your 

meal.  But what if you arrive and discover that there is a long line out the door?  What if everyone waiting in 

line has a reservation except you?  And also imagine that all of the other restaurants in the area are closed, all 

the food in your house is gone, and your neighbors don’t have any food as well.  The only thing you can do is 

watch outside, in the heat, through the windows as large platters of food are served to those inside the 

restaurant.  Fresh salads, bread, meats, vegetables, and cool drinks are being enjoyed by the people inside and 

you are stuck on the outside with no chance of ever getting in today. 

     If you can imagine that scene, then you might understand, to a small degree, the sense of disappointment that 

will be experienced by those outside the kingdom of God on the Last Day.  In fact, their disappointment will be 

far greater than simply missing a meal at a local restaurant and having to stand outside in the heat.  Their loss 

will be so great, so painful, that our text says they will weep and gnash their teeth. 

     Well, we don’t want anyone to weep or gnash their teeth here today.  Rather, as we listen to God’s Word and 

hear Jesus teach us about the kingdom of heaven, we are all invited to believe that God has a place prepared for 

us in His kingdom. 

     Our Gospel lesson for today begins with a person asking Jesus, “Will those who are saved be few?”  Maybe 

this person had a hard time believing that many people would enter the kingdom of God based on the way 

things looked in that area.  But notice that Jesus does not give this person a simple “yes” or “no” answer.  

Instead His answer almost sounds like a politician.  We all know that politicians have a tendency not to answer 

questions directly.  They may tell an audience in one state something quite different from what they tell an 

audience in another state, and yet, all in answer to the same question.  In order to please some people and not to 

offend others, politicians will skirt around a question and rarely give a straight answer. 

     So in response to this question about how many are going to be saved, Jesus actually gives two answers – 

each in reference to a door.  Jesus uses picturesque language to describe a narrow door that is wide open and a 

closed door that is locked. 

     The first part of Jesus’ answer is this: “Strive to enter through the narrow door.  For many, I tell you, will 

seek to enter and will not be able.”  While Jesus makes it very clear in His answer that not everyone will be 

saved, He definitely points out that the door to heaven is open to anyone.  The door of opportunity is open to 

everyone; just like the door of opportunity is open for anyone to start their own business, but how many actually 

get to go through that door to fulfill their dream. 

     To say that the door is narrow, though, is not to put limits on how many can get in, but rather to indicate the 

importance of what lies beyond the door, and that entrance is only through the merits of Jesus Christ.  Jesus 

points out in His answer that many will try to enter, but their methods of trying to get through the door are 

wrong – such as thinking that they can earn their way into heaven by doing all sorts of good things, or wishful 

thinking: “If our God is a loving God, He certainly won’t turn anyone away.” 

     Unfortunately society’s emphasis on religious inclusiveness is being pushed on the Christian Church today 

so that there are many people now who no longer see belief in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, or 

faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior as the only means to receiving eternal life in heaven.  Islam, Buddhism, and 

other so called religious groups are being placed on the same level with Christianity.  A few years ago there was 

a popular bumper sticker that showed all kinds of religious symbols used to spell the word “Coexist,” which 

suggested that all religions should all work together in our communities.  This then led people to say things like, 

“Whatever we call our God – Allah, Budha, or Heavenly Father, we’re all worshipping the same God, right?  

We just see Him in different ways.”  But that’s not the case at all.  Christianity has always looked upon itself as 

an exclusive religion that says there is no other name, than Jesus Christ, under heaven given to people by which 

we shall all be saved. 

     So, it is for these reasons, this all inclusive way of thinking, that I believe Jesus then talks about the door to 

heaven being shut.  Verse 25 says that that the owner of the house closes and locks the door, even as others are 



outside knocking, looking to get in.  Here, as in other parts of Scripture, Jesus warns us that life is uncertain, 

time is short, and decisions about the kingdom of God are not to be put off.  The sad truth that Jesus describes in 

this text is that the door that is now wide open will someday be closed, and there will be no second chance after 

death.  It will be a tragic shock to those who are excluded from the kingdom of God, because there is no 

appealing God’s judgment that those who do not believe in Him will die.  God’s offer of eternal life has to be 

confronted in this life. 

     When Jesus said, “Strive to enter through the narrow door” He meant that we need to make our relationship 

with Him a high priority in our lives.  But sadly, many people are not doing that.  The average Sunday worship 

attendance in most communities today, according to several different studies, is just 17% of the population.  I 

found that hard to believe when I first heard it, but when I thought about my neighbors and the people in my 

neighborhood, I realized it is probably true.  Many church members will not even commit to one day each week 

or one Sunday a month to worshipping God, let alone attending Bible study. 

     God invites us to know Him and to be known by Him.  That is why Jesus came into the world, to be near us, 

to experience everything that we experience, to know us, and to be known by us.  How many times have we 

seen a job or a job promotion go to someone who didn’t necessarily deserve it?  So often it is “who you know” 

or “who knows you” that gains you the promotion or the job in the first place, and many times it just doesn’t 

seem fair.  Well, thank God that He is not fair, because no one deserves entrance into His kingdom as a result of 

our sin, but since Jesus was willing to walk through the narrow door of obedience to God’s will by living a 

perfect life and going all the way to the cross to die for us, we are known, personally, by God and we are 

welcomed into His kingdom.  We know God through faith, and even though God knows all of the dark, sinful, 

hidden corners of our lives – He still loves us and invites us into His kingdom. 

     By the grace of God, the door to heaven is still open, and it is wide enough for people of every age, size, and 

social standing from north, south, east, and west to enter.  But the opportunity is limited to this lifetime.  There 

are many lost opportunities in life, I’m sure we all have our own personal experiences or examples, such as not 

investing in stocks before they went up in value, or not selling a house before the prices went down, or not 

getting a college education early in life.  So Jesus says to us in His Word today, “don’t delay.”  “Strive” to be 

committed to Him; take advantage of every chance God gives you to tell others about Him, because someday it 

will be too late and anyone left outside the door will regret it when they see people in heaven, who believed in 

God and trusted in Jesus as the only way to heaven, gathered around His throne offering Him thanks and praise.  

What a joy it is to know that God has prepared a place for you and me in His kingdom.  I can hardly wait to 

enter through that door.      


