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     Last week many of you had the opportunity to see the video that some of our high school students put 

together of their experiences at the National Youth Gathering in Minnesota.  Several of the students and adults 

submitted pictures and videos of all the different activities that took place at the Gathering to one of our 

students, and she then put those pictures and videos together into a really nice video, with some great music and 

some nice graphics for all of you to enjoy.  In fact, that video is on our church website on the “youth” tab if you 

haven’t seen it or if you are like me you enjoy watching it over and over again.  I was very happy that we had 

one of our high school students put that video together, because I don’t know how to put something like that 

together.  If I tried, it would probably take me quite a while to figure it out and I’m sure it wouldn’t look as nice 

as the one that was done.  However, if I wanted to learn how to put a video like that together, I would definitely 

ask one of our high school students to teach me because I know them, I got to know them really well at the 

Gathering, and they have demonstrated that they know how to put a nice video together.  I probably would not 

call an IT company for information on how to do a video, because they probably would not have the time to 

teach me or they would probably charge me a fee to put together such a video.  I might even be embarrassed to 

ask them what they might consider to be such a simple question. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus has just finished praying in a certain place when the disciples ask Jesus 

what we would probably consider to be a very simple question: “Lord, teach us to pray.”  These 12 chosen 

disciples had already been with Jesus for quite a while, about 2 years, and during their time with Jesus they had 

seen Him bring a person who had died back to life, they saw Him calm a huge storm, they heard Him preach, 

and they saw Him feed over 5000 people with just 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish.  And yet, as far as we know, 

they never came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, the way you calmed that storm was awesome, teach us how to do 

that.” Or “I don’t know how you fed those 5000 people, but can you teach us how to do that in case we get in a 

bind in the future?”  They didn’t even ask Him, “Lord, teach us how to preach.”  Out of all the things they had 

seen Jesus do, they asked Him, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” 

     Why would they ask what appears to be such a simple question?  Here they are with the very Son of God, 

who was there at the creation of the universe, who had performed all sorts of miracles right before their eyes, 

who knew the future, and they ask Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  Isn’t that something they should have learned 

from their parents or from others in the temple growing up?  Was it embarrassing being a chosen disciple of 

Jesus and not knowing how to pray?  Did they just not know what words to use?  We go through that in our own 

lives, don’t we?  Sometimes we just don’t know exactly what to say when we pray.  Their request, though, 

indicates that prayer is not a natural thing.  It doesn’t “just happen.”  It’s something that has to be taught. 

     One of the things that may have motivated the disciples to ask Jesus about prayer was that they saw Him do 

it quite often.  He prayed on everyday occasions.  As Jesus was ministering to the crowds by teaching, 

preaching, and healing, He would often go off by Himself afterward and spend hours talking with His heavenly 

Father.  He also prayed on special occasions when He was baptized, before He chose His 12 disciples, when He 

was transfigured on top of a mountain, and when He fed the 5000.  He even prayed for others as He hung on the 

cross.  I think the disciples wanted to learn about prayer, because they saw how important it was to Jesus – how 

much a part of His life it was on a daily basis. 

     However, I don’t think the disciples were looking to simply imitate Jesus.  I think the disciples saw in Jesus 

a closeness to God through prayer that they didn’t see anywhere else, and they wanted that closeness for their 

own lives.  Plus, having spent two years with Jesus, the disciples knew Him and Jesus knew them and had cared 

for them, so I’m sure they felt very comfortable asking Jesus this simple question about prayer. 

     So Jesus begins by teaching them what has become known as the Lord’s Prayer and in this prayer what Jesus 

is doing is He is giving the disciples a “prayer pattern” for them to follow.  How often in our lives do we follow 

a pattern or set of directions when we’re not sure how to do something?  The Lord’s Prayer provides a nice set 

of directions for them, and all of us, on what to say in any situation.  It’s a “model prayer” and in this model 

prayer Jesus wants them and us to know that we can call God, “Father,” meaning we are His children and we 

are dependent on Him, just as children are dependent on their earthly parents. 



     Notice that Jesus doesn’t stop with this prayer.  He goes on to tell them a story about a traveler who stops at 

a friend’s house one evening and asks for bread.  At first the request is refused, because the friend doesn’t want 

to disturb his family while they sleep trying to get some bread, but the traveler is persistent and sooner or later 

the request will be granted – if for no other reason, so that the friend’s family will be left alone. 

     The point of the story is not that we are “bothering” God when we pray to Him and that if we are persistent 

God will finally give us whatever we want.  The persistence of the traveler means that we should never be 

ashamed or embarrassed to ask Go for anything, because God is more than a friend to us.  He is our loving 

Father.   

     This also means that prayer is a relationship with God, it helps to form our relationship with God.  Think of a 

child who sits in their dad’s lap and asks for something and won’t stop until dad promises to do it.  A child puts 

great trust in a parent, especially when that parent says in response to a request, “I promise.”  Jesus goes on to 

explain that God promises to answer all of our prayers and He will always give us exactly what we need.  After 

all, Jesus explains that if an earthly father would give good gifts to his son when he asks, then surely your 

Heavenly Father will give good gifts to you when you ask, seek, and knock. 

     A good example of this is seen in our Old Testament lesson for today.  Abraham is praying or talking with 

God and he starts to haggle with Him – not to get something for himself, but because he is so comfortable in his 

relationship with God that he feels free to ask for exactly what he wants.  Abraham knows God well enough, 

how He loves people, His grace and mercy, that he is willing to share with God his concern about a few of the 

believers in the city of Sodom who might die because of the sins of many others.  And God responds to 

Abraham saying, “If there are just 10 righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will not destroy it.”  God and 

Abraham understood each other, because they had a relationship and communicated with each other on a very 

personal level. 

     I would feel very comfortable asking one of our high school students how to create a video, because I know 

them.  I might feel a little embarrassed that I don’t know how or that it appears to be so easy for them, they 

might even kid around with me that I don’t know how to do it, but I know they would respect even my simple 

questions, because we have a relationship. 

     The God of all creation wants to have a relationship with you through daily prayer.  He loves you, He knows 

what you need, He is patient with you, and wants to hear from you, because you are His child – He created you 

and died for you, and He always has time for you.  Remember the old phrase, “practice makes perfect?”  As 

often as we practice our prayers, God’s promise is to be with us through His Holy Spirit and to answer every 

one of our prayers, no matter how great or small they may be to us; and who knows, by practicing our prayers 

among our family and friends, we may be helping them to grow in their prayer life, in their faith, and in their 

relationship with God.     


