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     There is an old saying that when it comes to building a business, a church, or even a house, three things are 

very important: location, location, location.  If a business, church, or house is built on a bad location, people 

may not find you, your facility could get flooded in a bad storm, or the value of the place could easily decline.  

But, if you build on the right location, a business may thrive, a church may be able to reach more people, and a 

house could sky rocket in value.  Jesus tells us today in our Gospel lesson that location is extremely important 

when building your spiritual house, as well.  In fact, He says that the location of where you decide to build your 

spiritual house has life or death consequences – eternal ones.  And so Jesus encourages us to build our spiritual 

houses on Him – the Rock. 

     In other words, Jesus wants us to think in terms of building a house when it comes to being and living as a 

Christian.  Just like you need a solid foundation to build a house, we need a solid foundation for our lives if we 

are to live as followers of Jesus.  What’s interesting, though, is that sometimes we put a lot of work and effort 

into building a nice spiritual foundation for our children by bringing them to worship, Sunday School, and 

Family Night as they grow up.  But once they are confirmed in 8th grade, sometimes families stop coming to 

worship and Bible study.  It’s almost like they have built a nice foundation, but then they decide that the rest of 

the house doesn’t need to be built. 

     Building a house takes a lot of time and effort.  Just imagine if you only spent one hour a week building a 

house, it would take a long time to ever finish that house.  Last week the builders poured the foundation on our 

new education facility.  It was exciting to see, but imagine if the builders decided that since the foundation is 

poured, now they are only going to work one hour each week or maybe one hour a month on the building until 

it is finished.  If that happened, I don’t think the new building would ever be completed in our lifetime.  If 

someone only spent one hour a week building their house, I’m sure people would conclude that either it was not 

a priority in their life or maybe they are just lazy or they don’t care. 

     So, would God say the same of us?  Are you content to live just on a foundation – coming to church once a 

week or once a month or do you have a desire to build up your spiritual home?  Today Jesus gives us some 

building tips, He provides us with some solid brick and mortar for building our spiritual lives by telling us in 

verse 24, that “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be a like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock.”  The bricks and mortar involve hearing the words of God and then doing them, putting them 

into practice.  And that’s what this 40-day Red Letter Challenge is all about.  It is taking the words of Jesus, (the 

ones printed in red letters in our Bibles) listening to them, and then putting them into practice so that people in 

our communities can see the real Jesus in all of us and fall in love with Him.  I mean, who wouldn’t fall in love 

with a loving, kind, gracious, and merciful God?  But the problem is not everyone knows the real Jesus or 

they’ve gotten wrong impressions of Him. 

     A few years ago authors Dave Kinnamon and Gabe Lyons spent three years polling young, unchurched 

Americans to find out what they thought about Christians.  Millions of young people, they discovered, see Jesus 

followers as judgmental, hypocritical, old-fashioned, out of touch, insensitive, and boring.  When I read those 

results in a book they wrote I thought, “That is so unfair.  Why don’t people recognize all of the good things 

Christians do like leading the charge with disaster relief when hurricanes hit, providing school supplies to needy 

children, giving food and clothing to the poor in our communities, and providing help to the less fortunate in 

other countries?”  Surprisingly 50% of the respondents said they base their negative views on personal contacts 

with Christians.  The authors said that “many of those outside of Christianity reject Jesus because they feel 

rejected by Christians.” 

     The fact is we are all broken, we are sinners, and if we take a moment to honestly reflect on how we are 

doing at representing Jesus, all of us should come to the conclusion that we have not always represented Jesus 

very well.  If Jesus is known for grace, which is getting a free gift you don’t deserve, and we are known for 

judgment, which is getting what you do deserve, then we have missed the mark in representing Him.  If Jesus is 

known for unity and we are known for division, we’ve missed the mark.  If Jesus is known for His good works 

and we are known for our hypocrisy, then we’ve missed the mark.  So I believe we have to change the picture 

we are telling of Jesus.  Somehow, even in our good intentions, we’ve not just missed the mark by a little bit, 



we’ve missed the mark entirely.  Jesus commands us to make disciples by baptizing and teaching, but how do 

we do this if we are not representing Jesus very well?  How do we change the story?  How do we know what to 

shoot for as Christians? 

     In the 2004 Olympics there was a sharpshooter named Matthew Emmons.  He was the best shooter in the 

world and everyone expected Matt to win the gold medal.  Going into his final shot, Matt was in first place, 

representing the United States, and all he needed to do to win the gold medal was simply to hit the target – 

which I would guess is probably pretty simple for an Olympic sharpshooter.  Matt carefully aimed his final shot, 

fired, and hit the bull’s eye.  He did it, except for one small fact.  He actually shot at the wrong target.  He was 

in lane 3 and he hit the bull’s eye in lane 2, which is known as a crossfire – a rare mistake for an Olympian.  As 

a result Matt received a score of 0 and ended up finishing in 8th place. 

     As Christians, we get to represent Jesus, but if the targets we are hitting are judgmental, divisive, hypocrisy, 

out of touch, old fashioned, and boring, then clearly we are not aiming at the targets that Jesus set out for us.  So 

if we were to go through all of the words of Jesus in the New Testament, I believe there are 5 targets that Jesus 

asks His followers to shoot for on a daily basis. 

     The first is simply called, “Being.”  Many times Jesus talks about the importance of spending time and just 

being with Him.  Before He invites us to do things for Him, through Him, and in His name, He invites us into a 

relationship with Him.  And our relationship with Him will determine how effective we are at actually doing the 

things we asks of us. 

     The second target is “Forgiving.”  Jesus is all about grace, but many of us struggle with receiving God’s 

forgiveness – forgiving ourselves, or forgiving others.  To truly represent Jesus in this world, we have to 

understand God’s grace in our lives and extend that grace to others. 

     The third target is “Serving.”  After spending time with Jesus, receiving His forgiveness, and understanding 

all that He’s done for us, then we should want to serve Him.  We should want to get out into our community, 

help those in need and show the love of Jesus to our neighbors. 

     The fourth target is “Giving.”  Jesus talked about giving almost as much as He talked about the Kingdom of 

heaven.  I’ve seen through the words of Jesus that it is impossible to be a stingy Christian.  Jesus’ followers are 

generous. 

     The fifth target is titled, “Going.”  It is no coincidence that many of Jesus last words in each of the Gospels 

and even the last command He speaks in the book of Acts as He is about to ascend into heaven centers on the 

fact that we, as Jesus’ followers, must not be just His hands and feet in the community, but also his mouthpiece.  

We are to go out there and tell the Good News that the same Jesus who died on the cross for our sins and has 

forgiven us for what we’ve done has done the same for every person in this world. 

     Being, Forgiving, Serving, Giving, and Going – these are the 5 targets/principles that characterize a follower 

of Jesus, according to His words.  So for the next 40 days we are going to build our lives on the rock solid 

foundation of Jesus and put His words into practice.  And as you do, not only will you be able to weather all the 

storms of life, but you will discover the life that God has made for you and you will help others to find the life 

that God has made for them. 


