October 2019
Sunday Services: 8:30 am & 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Church Office: (919) 553-4784
Email: cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
www.holycrossclayton.com
“To prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
– Ephesians 4:12
Do you think it is ironic that it says, “In God We Trust” on our currency? After all, I’m sure we all
know many people who appear to put their trust in money. Maybe the people who designed our
currency put “In God We Trust” on our money to remind us not to put our trust in money, but in
God.
Jesus was passionate about the topic of money and giving, because Jesus is passionate about you. However,
sometimes it is hard to understand why Jesus is so passionate about us. We are sinners, we have and always will
disobey God during out lifetime on this earth. But the cost of creating and saving us was outweighed by the value
God placed on having us live with Him. Can you imagine God thinking, “Let’s see, creating human beings will involve
me having to give up my only Son if I want them to live with me here in heaven forever. Is it worth it? Absolutely!” So when
God gave us His only Son, Jesus, He basically emptied out His entire bank account so that we could live with Him
forever.
Three years ago we started a campaign titled, “Building To Serve” in
order to expand our facility to prepare more people for works of
service so that the body of Christ may be built up. We set a goal
of raising $1,000,000 over 3 years to build a 12,000 square-foot
facility with a large activity room and several classrooms for adults,
youth, and children. There are 6 months remaining in this 3-year
campaign and we have received about $875,000 through the end of September toward this project. The cross with
the tiles on it in the narthex area will be completely filled when we reach $1,000,000 and we plan to then hang that
cross in the new building.

I praise God for all of you who have been giving sacrificially and generously towards the “Building To Serve”
campaign, and as the steel frame is now going up I would like to encourage everyone to help us reach our goal of
$1,000,000 in order to complete our new facility. I do not believe God is calling any of us to empty our bank
accounts and give all of our money to Him, but God does want us to be generous with the gifts He gives to us in
response to what He has done for us.
As part of our Red Letter Challenge, we will be encouraged during the second week of October to be givers, because
God is a giver. I believe we never look more like God than when we are givers, and when we start living a life of
giving our biggest reward will be the fact that we take on the very nature of the loving God we serve. I don’t think
there is anything greater in this world than being transformed into the very image of Jesus.

When it came to saving us, Jesus invested everything He had as He went to the cross out of love for us so we would
know Him and the power of His love. If it takes $1,000,000 for just one person to come to know Jesus through our
new facility, then it was well worth it as Jesus was willing to give everything He had so each of us could live with Him
forever.
In God’s Service,
Pastor Bill

September was Alzheimer’s Awareness Month. Thanks to Debbie Fick
who coordinated it, an outstanding event was held at our church on
September 21st. There were three excellent speakers. One educated us
about the disease itself and its relationship to the broader term
dementia. A second speaker, who was diagnosed last year at the age of
57 with Early Onset Alzheimer’s, described what it is like to be living
with the disease. The third, a PhD scientist from UNC – Chapel Hill,
described the research she and her group are engaged in to try to grow
new brain cells to combat the disease since other attempts to find a
pharmacological cure have not made great progress of late. The
Alzheimer’s Association provided a huge amount of resource materials
for patients and caregivers and encourages anyone who has questions to go to their website at www.alz.org
to access these. There is also a trained clinician available on a 24/7 hotline for those with questions at 800272-3900. If you were not able to attend the event, or you know someone who could benefit from knowing
more about Alzheimer’s, please take advantage of these opportunities to help.
On October 13th, the next General Meeting of the LWML will occur between services at 9:45 a.m. in the
church library. We will first conduct a short business meeting and election of officers. Those currently on
the ballot include: Val Feick – Meetings Chair, Joan Neuner – Hospitality Chair, Debbie Fick — Ways and
Means Chair, and Madonna Bennett – Secretary. Additional nominations will be accepted from the floor
(as long as the person being nominated has agreed to serve if elected). This will be followed by a short
presentation by Jane Wilson on the Parkinson’s Support Group here at Holy Cross.
Our new project that involves turning lightly used pillowcases into dresses for refugee
children who are being fostered in NC has gotten off to a great start. Ann Marie Sten
made 11 of them out of brightly colored cloth that have already been shipped to the NC
organization associated with Lutheran Immigration Relief Services. The dresses that
are of plainer material are being saved to be the work project at our January 12 th
General Meeting where they will be decorated with fabric paint, ribbon, lace, etc. So,
ladies, save this type of decorative stuff (along with stencils if you aren’t good at
freehand art), and plan to come to our January meeting to help out. We don’t want to
leave the little boys out, so if you can, pick up some children’s sized T-shirts when local
craft stores have sales and we’ll decorate them too!
A recent trip to Walmart revealed that their Christmas trees are already up. As much as this rushing of
things distresses some of us, it does remind us to put a couple of December dates on our calendars. The
Annual Cookie Walk/Craft Fair fundraiser will be December 7th. Please spread the word that we would
like to have more vendors (contact Jane Wilson) and cookie bakers (contact Debbie Fick) so that this will be
a successful fundraiser. As an organization we try not to have frequent fundraisers, so we have to do an
extra good job with this in order to support the many charitable efforts we like to contribute to in the
community.
Then, just for fun, we have our Christmas luncheon scheduled for Sunday, December 15th at the
Morning Glory Inn. This is always an enjoyable time and we encourage all ladies of the congregation to
attend. It’s a great way to meet new people and solidify old friendships in the church. Look for a posting on
the LWML bulletin board next month.
Judy Hoffman, Meetings Chair
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Ruth Circle: Meets the third Wednesday of each month at
10:00 am in the church library. Contact Jane Wilson at
(919) 359-0633.

Dorcas Circle: Meets the first Thursday of each month at
7:00 pm in the church library. Contact Judy Hoffman at
(919) 550-8202.

Hannah Circle: Meets the first Monday of each month

(beginning in October) at 10:00 am in the church library.
Contact Elaine Reese at (919) 553-5670.

For the past many years, we have been blessed to have Lizy Coleman head up this
effort to let our college students and deployed military personnel know that their
church family has not forgotten them. As Lizy transitions into the Stephen Ministry,
we are pleased to announce that Sheila Hirt will be taking over this responsibility. If
you have a family member who recently started college or is deployed, please contact
Sheila to provide contact information and a photo so they can be included in our
December and May outreaches. Sheila can be reached at sheilahirt@gmail.com.
For our monthly September meeting, fifteen OWLs attended a tribute to the Statler
Brothers show at the Rudy Theater featuring the American Pride singers.

On Tuesday, October 1st, the OWLs will see the Carolina Harmony Chorus at St. Giles
Presbyterian Church, 5101 Oak Park Road, Raleigh 27612. Showtime begins at 8:15
p.m., but a rehearsal starts at 7:30. It is suggested to arrive by 7:15 pm for good
seating. Donations are appreciated.

OWLs

If you would like to be on the OWLs' email list, please contact Joyce Ray,
jray003@nc.rr.com.

Older and Wiser
Joyce & Dennis Ray, 919-763-0668
Lutherans

Stephen Ministry Training Classes
Class Sessions:
•

Thursday October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, from 6:30PM – 9:00PM

•

Friday, November 1st 6:30PM – 9:00PM

•

Saturday, November 2nd 9AM -3:00PM. Lunch is provided.

It is time for our Backpack Buddies ministry at East Clayton Elementary
school to begin again! Please remember this ministry as you do your
grocery shopping and consider picking up some items that we need.

Because •
hunger
•
doesn’t end
on Friday •

Shelf Stable Milk

•

Ind. Breakfast Items

•

(Dollar Tree sells quart size!)
(Cereal, Oatmeal, etc.)

100% Juice Boxes

Healthy Snacks

•

(Granola Bars, Pretzels)

Canned Meats & Stews •
(Chef Boyardee, Tuna,
Chicken, Dinty Moore Stew)
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•

Individual Pasta

(Mac ‘n Cheese, Ramen, Rice)

Canned Fruits
Canned Vegetables

To prepare God’s people for
works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up.
—Ephesians 4:12

BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT
The new Education Building is moving along, but at a pace somewhat slower than planned. Initially it
was mostly weather delays while working on the site and parking lot. Now it is subcontractors who are
behind schedule.

We expect the steel work to take place starting at the beginning of October. All of the steel is on-site.
The second entrance/exit to the new parking lot should be available soon. The parking lot will not be
paved until heavy trucking of brick and drywall is complete later this fall.
The parking lot lights on the new parking lot should also be operational in early October. We are
replacing the lights on the current parking lot with a different style housing and they will be LED lights.
The lights on the old parking lot and new parking lot will all be the same type. The lighting should be
brighter and the maintenance lower with these new lights.
Current projections are that we will take occupancy of the new building no sooner than the end of January
2020.
If you have any questions, contact any member of the Building Committee.
Anyone interested in purchasing a niche or memorial plaque is
encouraged to do so. Niches and memorial plaques are always
available for purchase. In addition, a payment plan is available for
niche purchases. If you should move out of the area after a niche
has been purchased and wish to relinquish your niche, you may
request to have all but $200 of your purchase price refunded. Memorial plaques will be etched twice a year.
Currently, 26 of the 36 available niches have been reserved or occupied. The Columbarium committee is
beginning to consider constructing the second phase of columbarium niches. The first phase of niches will
have to be completely reserved or occupied prior to the second phase niches becoming available.
The Columbarium folder in the church office is available to anyone interested in purchasing a niche or
memorial plaque. The folder contains current pricing information, the Columbarium policy, as well as a form
showing niche and memorial plaque availability.
We ask that you give the Holy Cross Columbarium ministry your prayerful consideration. Donations are also
encouraged. If you have any questions, please contact Dennis Reese or Wilson Feick.
In God's service,
The Columbarium Committee

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions
If you would like to receive The Lutheran Witness, please contact Cassy in the office at
cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com or (919) 553-4784. The cost for 2019 is $12.95. Put a
check in the offering plate, made out to Holy Cross with “Lutheran Witness” in the memo
line. The deadline for ordering is October 15th.
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We are looking for ONE volunteer to bring 3-4 dozen servings of desserts for
our Family Night Dinners. You will be asked to bring desserts ONCE per
month starting in November and continuing for the remainder of the school
year. Email reminders are sent a couple days prior to your obligation. Please
contact Stephanie Garehan (sgarehan@gmail.com) if you are interested!
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CONFIRMATION
Sunday Morning Class: We will offer Middle School Education in the Before/After School
Care Room. 10:00am – 10:45am. This class will be taught by Jake Berger and Rebekah.
 Wednesday Night Classes: October 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 6:45PM – 7:30PM
 Attend your regular Confirmation Class.
 Feel free to come to the meal on Family Night from 5:30PM – 6:30PM
 CY3 Leadership Training: Saturday, October 12th 8:30am – 3:00pm — We will go to Camp
Agape. Pack a lunch and a water bottle to bring with you.


YOUTH MINISTRY







Magnify: Haunted House!!! Sunday, October 27th 6:00PM – 9:00PM.
 Cost is $24 per person. Please bring cash.
 Eat dinner before coming.
 Sign-up in the Youth Room by October 23rd.
Praise Jam: Practice Sunday, October 27th at 5:00pm in the Sanctuary
Youth Leadership Team Members: Sunday, October 27th at 5:00PM Meeting.
Youth Group: October 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th from 6:45PM – 7:30PM.
Sunday School: Sunday mornings from 10:00am – 10:45am in the Youth Room.

FUNDRAISERS FOR SUMMER YOUTH TRIP & NYG 2022
City BBQ
Fundraiser

Monday, Oct. 14th
Bring a copy of our
flyer and City Barbeque
will donate 25% of all
proceeds to Holy Cross
Youth. This fundraiser
runs all day and is good
for dine in and carry out
orders! In a hurry? You
can order online, and
mention Holy Cross.

Tuesday, October 15th
5pm – 8pm
One night only! Clayton Biscuitville®
(771 Enterprise Dr.) is open at night for
its annual Breakfast After Dark
fundraising event. 20% of the sales will
go towards our youth.

Butter Braids, Cookies, & Coffee Fundraiser
Starting September 27th – October 20th you can purchase your holiday snacks
from Holy Cross Youth online at:
https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/f8e16fbb-6065-4bbc-ba25-5ffb737fa1fc
Items will be available for pick-up on Sunday, November 3rd.
Thank you to everyone who came out to Simple Twist to support our Youth!
This was a successful night, and a great start to our NYG 2022 fundraising!
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We are praying for—Those receiving cancer care:






“Sonny” Edward C, Leigh, Sr., father of Ed Leigh
Lois DiFruscio, friend of the Janowski Family
Joanne Morse, friend of Ellie Shep
Pam Denning, friend of Candice Patterson
Tim Ziezula, relative of Doug Aitken







Mark, brother of Todd Samsa
Bettina, daughter of Christa Schroeder
Bill Berry, friend of Doug &Aitken
Scarlett Stovall, friend of Margaret Lee
Delores Lutzinger, cousin of Melissa deCathelineau

We are praying for—Those with health and other issues:


























Connie Beal
Kathy Savoy
Al Popilek
Barbara Denning
Crystanna Mosley
Harold Winkle
Werner & Ursula Fick
Mary Jane Heisey
Arlene Behr
Jo Abma
Lucille Nicklow
Penny Schneider
Brian Lawrence
Judy Fowler
Peggy Lorton
Dennis Ray
Betty Jo Pitcher
Mark Wilson
Connie Reid
Lillian Lundoy
Margaret Lee
Mary Pobanz
Richard Lavery
Betty Winkle
Elihu Biggers, father of Shaunna
Voorhees
 Malcom King, neighbor of Ella
McBrayer
 Linda Rodden, friend of Teresa
Parrish
 Charlotte Bucklen & Steven Kelley,
friends of the Coleman Family

 Barron, husband of Sandy Nesselrode
 Craig Drenkow and Family, friends of
Rebekah Bajwa
 Brian Blatchley, brother-in-law of Bill
McElwain
 Warren, son of Caroline Schust
 Steve Estes, husband of Gail Estes
 Brian Wilhelm, brother of Liane
Goulet
 Rick, brother of Theresa Parrish
 Frank, husband of Kathleen Patella
 Donna, daughter of Caroline Schust
 Patty, daughter of Gayle Keen, friend
of Ellie Shep
 Barbara Ekerdt Creecy, niece of
Herman & Donna Steele
 Thomas Craig, brother of Caroline
Shust
 Martha Gale, mother of Jamie
Brannon
 Russell Martin, friend of Larry &
Christine Reagan
 James Norris, father of Meredith
Marsh
 Danny McCarthy, friend of Michele
Capozzi
 Fran Lawrence, friend of Carolyn
Reed
 Stevie Tibbett, friend of Eunice Burch
 Bertha Crabtree, mother of Nancy
Burgart
 James Fowler & Ryan Hudson,
friends of Robin Oelrich

 Frank Floyd, uncle of Brandy
Bjorklund
 Matt & Marsha, son and daughter-inlaw of Colleen Grotke
 Monica Clonts, sister of Blake Ball
 Faith Hicks & her baby Grace,
goddaughter of the Colemans
 Margaret Forsyth, friend of Penny
Schneider
 Charlie & Joyce Pike, friend of Doug
& Carol Aitken
 Janie Bruton, friend of Bob Lotter
 Tom & Sue Rabon, mom &
stepfather of Beth Miller
 Tod & Karen, parents of Sean
Pritchard
 Natalie, niece of Jerry & Karen Benditz
 Joyce Moore
 Colt, friend of Christa Schroeder
 Seraphina, friend of the Pritchard
family
 Gretchen Sneider & Heidi Goldman,
daughters of Penny Schneider
 Evelyn Goldapple, mother of Jennifer
McNally
 Matthew Marek, cousin of Robert
McNally
 Amy, step-mother of Marvin Fordham
 Rosie Villamil & Mahtob Mahmoody,
friends of Elisabeth Junker
 Patricia, mother of Kurt Miller

We are praying for—Those with other prayer needs:
 Nathan Bates & Coworkers, grandson of Betty Jo Pitcher,
currently serving in the Bahamas
 Jasoun Houston and the 336FS, currently deployed

 Lexi, friend of Olivia Bishop
 Ryan Underwood, nephew of Beth Otto
 Debra, daughter of Bill & Diana Lehman

We are praying for—Those in mourning:
 Elisabeth Junker, mourning the death of her former Pastor Harold Kitzmann
 Doug Aitken, mourning the death of his wife, Carol
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Ushers

Sound/Video

Scripture Reader

Refreshments

Nursery

Greeters

Altar Guild

Acolyte

Marvin Fordham
Mary Fordham
Bill Sessoms

Sue Beyer
Kelly Barton
Susan Jones
Rebekah Bajwa
Caitlyn Chandler
Rick & Dewie Francis
Sarah Beyer
Bob Metzger

Helen Comeford

Kris Popilek
Keith Kelsay
Courtney Kelsay
Dennis Reese
Elaine Reese
Parker Mann
Dayna Hansen
Adriana Saurer
Berta Hinton & Desiree
Bill & Maureen McElwain
Paul Coleman
Rebekah Bajwa
Megan Elliott
Mike & Adrienne Mabry
Robert Bennett
Jim Rybinski
Tom Hansen

Linda Tucker
Jane Wilson

Eunice Burch
Perry Bauer
Teresa Bauer
Larry Reagan
Christine Reagan
Shellbee Kinkel
Baylee Kinkel
Terrie & Kaitlin Lassandro
Carla Crossland
Lucille Nicklow
John Klein
Susan Creech
Rick & Dewie Francis
Sarah Beyer
Thom Morkin
Paul Niewoehner
Travis Bennett
Robin Oelrich

Teresa Bauer
Stephanie Garehan

Keith Garehan
John Klein
Amy Klein
Ron MacKenzie
Mary Lou MacKenzie
Olivia Bishop
Kim & Morgan Ellis
Rebecca Lavery
Kim Helmer
Elaine Reese
Todd Hinton
Kris Popilek
Megan Elliott
Timothy Lavery
Mark Beal
Gene Gevers
Ron Harrison
Tommy Elliott

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

Jacob Berger
Dan Bohlman

Jeff Skibins
Dennis Reese

Wilson Feick
Val Feick

Val Feick

Wilson Feick

Bob Williams

Cris Hoffman

Keith Garehan

Arthur Berger

John M Harlow

Gary Grodecki

Gary Grodecki

Mark Sherwin

Berta Hinton

Todd Hinton

Laura Niewoehner

Emily Niewoehner

John M Harlow

Eunice Burch

Offiong Mkpong

Cheri Schell

Doris Niewoehner

David Gomez

Herman Steele

Todd Urban

Megan Elliott

Cindy Elliott

Madonna Bennett

Ella McBrayer

8:30

Janey Harlow

Faith Skibbins

Kitiara Fletcher

11:00

Jessica Pischke

Laney Voorhees

Haddon Otto

Riley Booth

8:30

October 27

October 20

October 13

October 6

SERVING THE CHURCH IN OCTOBER

Vital Stats
Date
Attendance
8/4
333 (212 & 121)
8/11
365 (187 & 178)
8/18
268 (145 & 123)
8/25
354 (210 & 144)
Direct Deposit Offering (August):

Offerings
$ 9,676
$ 10,963
$ 8,667
$ 8,408
$ 3,423

Total Envelope/Plate Giving:

$ 41,137

Total offerings received thru 8/31/19:
Total projected offerings thru 8/31/19:

$387,653
$341,938

*Total revenue thru 8/31/19:
Total expenses thru 8/31/19:

$429,101
$383,492

(*Revenue=Offerings + CDC Contributions + Misc. Income + Interest)

Avg. Sunday attend. 34 weeks 2018:
Avg. Sunday attend. 34 weeks 2019:

315
343

Avg. weekly offerings 34 weeks 2018:
Avg. weekly offerings 34 weeks 2019:

$ 9,546
$ 11,402

Special Gifts (to Holy Cross):
Building Fund
MATTHEW Ministry
Back to School Bonanza

$ 11,843
$
375
$
706

2019 Mission Offerings (from Holy Cross):
iChoose Pregnancy Support Services:
$ 2,000
Southeastern District—LCMS
$ 22,034

as of August

31st

Senior Pastor:
Dir. of Family Ministry:
Admin. Assistant:
Open Arms Director:
Music Directors:

Rev. Bill Beyer
Rebekah Bajwa
Cassy Welch
Cindy Elliott
Melissa Sultan
Scott Barton
Donna Harlow
Jack Tucker

william.beyer@holycrossclayton.com

Board of Elders:

Ron Harrison
Chuck Fox
Tony Swann
Robert Bennett
Brad deCathelineau

rshnc@nc.rr.com
cfox13@nc.rr.com
rtraviator@nc.rr.com
bbennett6@nc.rr.com
bdecathelineau@nc.rr.com

Open Arms Board:
Social Ministries:
Board of Education:
Board of Properties:
Financial Secretary:

Jody Burgart
Teresa Bauer
Beth Otto
John Neuner
BJ Johns

jodyburgart@gmail.com
ptbauer514@aol.com
bethotto@nc.rr.com
jkneuner@gmail.com
bjkjohns@gmail.com

Asst. Fin. Secretary:
Treasurer:

Karen Hatcher
Wilson Feick

khatcher275@gmail.com
wfeick@embarqmail.com

President:
Vice President:

rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com

cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
openarms@holycrossclayton.com
mgsultan96@gmail.com
scottbarton@bellsouth.net
harlow5@mac.com
mrtcpa@gmail.com

