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     Last week I decided to take some time in different places to just watch people.  I watched people in fast food 

restaurants, WalMart, in traffic, and on the news as they walked on the sidewalk in large congested cities, and I 

noticed that many adults don’t seem to be very happy these days.  They looked tired as they waited in line, they 

looked frustrated as they dealt with their children, some looked bored, and others looked very serious as they 

read and sent messages on their phones.  Rarely did I see people who looked genuinely happy.  I realize we’re 

busy, we have a lot of things on our minds, but I noticed that even high school students are more serious today 

than they once were for a variety of reasons. 

     There are students who come from broken homes, there is pressure to do well academically in order to get 

into a good college, and there is the continued peer pressure concerning alcohol, sex, and drugs.  Our churches 

and homes need to be places of joy and they will be if we learn some of the secrets of joy.  I believe one of the 

secrets of a joyful spirit is coming to understand the graciousness of our God.  This powerful, holy, awesome 

God, whom we worship, is at heart a gracious, generous, giving, compassionate, merciful person who cares 

about you more than you care about yourself.  If we can come to appreciate and understand this, and let it work 

its way through our lives – our thoughts, our emotions, and our relationships – I think we will become more 

thankful people, and thankful people are often joyful people. 

     Our Gospel lesson for today is one of those stories that helps us to understand the importance of being 

thankful for God’s goodness to us and that there is more to life than simply going through the motions.  The 

story begins with Jesus entering a village in which 10 men who have leprosy stand off at a distance and shout to 

Jesus for help, for healing.  It is significant to note that these 10 men did not come near Jesus, they stood off at a 

distance and shouted to Him, because in those days anyone who had leprosy was considered “unclean,” which 

meant not only were they not allowed to go near other human beings, for fear of spreading the disease, but they 

were also considered to be unworthy of God. 

     It’s one thing not to get near others when you are sick, but imagine not only having to live outside of your 

community, not only having a disease in which there was no cure, but also being declared by the religious 

leaders of the day that this disease meant that God didn’t love you and was condemning you.  Leprosy was a 

horrible, disfiguring disease in the days of Scripture and people who had it were usually considered to be 

already dead – they were the walking dead. 

     But notice Jesus’ response to these 10 men who call out to Him to have mercy them.  In verse 14 it says, 

“When Jesus saw them he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’”  He doesn’t pray over them; 

He doesn’t touch them, as He had done with other people who had leprosy, and heal them instantly; instead He 

tells them to follow some Old Testament rules for cleansing.  Going to a priest was the last step in the cleansing 

process.  The priest didn’t heal anyone, rather his role was to confirm that a person had been cured and to 

declare that the person could return to society and live a normal life again.  Therefore, I think it takes a real 

measure of faith for these for these 10 sick men not to question Jesus, but to begin their journey to see the 

priests –without being cured, convinced though that the priests would declare them to be “clean.”  And then, as 

they went on their way, our text says that they were miraculously healed. 

     All 10 lepers took Jesus’ words at face value, but only one recognized as they traveled to see the priests that 

his life had been transformed by the power of God.  Only one realized that he had encountered the very 

presence of Almighty God and decided to go back to the one who healed him to say “thank you.”  Only one 

recognized that Jesus’ healing meant a new way of living life, not just healed skin.  So he goes to see Jesus, 

throws himself at His feet in thanksgiving, but notice the last thing Jesus tells him.  In verse 19 Jesus says, “Rise 

and go your way; your faith has made you well,” meaning “Go and tell everyone what you have seen and 

experienced.”  And this leads to our fifth principle in our Red Letter Challenge: Going.  We cannot be with 

Jesus and stay put.  That’s not the life He wants us to have.  Our being with Jesus will result in going.  Jesus 

will lead us to places every day with the purpose of influencing lives by sharing His word and living His love.  

We are to be the hands and feet of Jesus wherever we go so people will know Him and grow in a relationship 

with Him. 



     Jesus came to this world with a mission to save us by giving His life on the cross, and in the process He 

called disciples to follow Him so He could teach them in order that they could go and tell others all about Him 

and His love.  But then they would come back to Him to learn more, and Jesus would teach them and send them 

out again.  And again they could come back to learn more, so they could go out being better prepared.  This is 

the rhythm of a disciple of Jesus: Learn from Him, go, tell others, teach and heal, and then come back for more 

learning so they could go out again.  And that’s exactly what we do here.  We come here on Sunday to be near 

Jesus, to learn about Him, to experience His presence in others, and then we go out and tell others so they too 

may know Jesus.  And then we come back next Sunday to learn more, to be filled with His love and grace, and 

then we go out to share that love and grace with others.  That’s the rhythm. 

     In fact, at the end of each Gospel, Jesus commands us as His followers to go with a purpose.  The last two 

verses of Matthew’s Gospel Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  One of the last verses of the Gospel of Mark Jesus said, “Go 

into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”  In the last chapter of Luke Jesu said, 

“…repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations.”  At the end of John 20 Jesus 

said, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And then, the very last thing Jesus said to His disciples 

before He ascended into heaven was “You will be my witnesses…to the ends of the earth.”  Jesus spends all this 

time with His disciples to teach them and then He sends them out with a purpose – to go, to proclaim His 

message of love, forgiveness, and life as His witnesses to the world.  And we are to do the same thing.  

     Now that may feel like an overwhelming task for many of us, but the reason I think it feels overwhelming is 

because we overcomplicate it and put too much pressure on ourselves.  Being a witness for Jesus and 

proclaiming His love is actually far easier than many of us realize.  A “witness” is someone who speaks the 

truth about what they saw or know.  We don’t have to know everything about Jesus in order to be a witness for 

Him.  In fact, Jesus never invites us into a relationship where we understand Him perfectly, but He does invite 

us into a relationship where we are to trust Him completely.  We all have a story to tell about the difference 

Jesus has made in our lives, or what brought us to this church, or the Christian relationships we have developed 

in this church family.  We don’t have to be able to answer all the questions people may have about Jesus.  

Sometimes saying, “I don’t know, but let’s find out together” is the best answer you can give.  People don’t care 

how much you know, until they know how much you care for them.  We have all been touched by the love of 

Jesus and I pray that people will always be able to see that in us – that we are joyful and different from our 

world because of Jesus. 

     At the heart of the Red Letter Challenge, we are challenging people to live more like Jesus calls us to live so 

that we can truly represent Him to others, because if people really met Jesus, they would fall in love with Him.  

You and I get the opportunity to go, to tell others what we know about Jesus, and to share our story.  Your story 

matters, because there are many people in this community who do not know that the punishment for our sins is 

death – eternal separation from God.  But the Good News is that Jesus has already removed that punishment and 

eternal life with Him is ours.  So are you going to tell someone this week?  Knowing that Jesus has healed and 

saved us should fill us with joy, like that one leper who was filled with joy at being healed and he just had to go 

back and thank Jesus.  I pray that today as you go you will tell others about the joy of knowing Jesus and that 

through your story many would come to know Jesus in the way that you do - as their Lord and Savior. 

    


