November 2019
Sunday Services: 8:30 am & 11:00 am
Sunday School: 9:45 am
Church Office: (919) 553-4784
Email: cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
www.holycrossclayton.com
How do you plan to celebrate Thanksgiving this year? Are you going to celebrate with some
combination of food, family, friends, and football? The first Thanksgiving in our country took place
in 1621. The Plymouth colonists and Wampanoag Indians shared an autumn harvest feast, and from
that point on days of thanksgiving were celebrated by individual colonies and states. In 1863
President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be held each year on the last
Thursday of November.
This is all to say that Thanksgiving, as we will celebrate it this month, is not a religious holiday,
but rather a secular one. However, as followers of Jesus, we have a history of taking secular holidays and making
them our own. In fact, celebrations of thanks actually date back to the Old Testament when God first called the
people of Israel to be His people. One celebration that God gave His people was the “Year of Jubilee” as described
in the book of Leviticus:
“Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each
one of you is to return to his family property and each to his own clan. The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; do not sow and
do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the untended vines. For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken
directly from the fields. In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to his own property.”
– Leviticus 25:10-13
In the Year of Jubilee land that was lost because of debts was returned to its original owner, people who were
enslaved because of debts were freed, and communities torn apart by inequality were restored. In essence there was
a lot of forgiveness that took place in the Year of Jubilee.
The Year of Jubilee has a direct connection to Jesus. If the Year of Jubilee is about forgiveness, joy, and
celebration, how much more is the life of Jesus the beginning of God’s great jubilee celebration? Jesus’ life is all
about bringing forgiveness into the world and offering it to all, so that the entire world might rejoice at this gift.
Forgiveness is our reason to rejoice, celebrate, and give thanks.
As we watch our new facility go up, we want to give thanks to Jesus for the additional space we will have to
expand our ministries and start new ones. We also want to fill the new building with a jubilee of prayer and praise.
Therefore, on Sunday, November 24, at 10:00am we will meet outside in the new building in order to pray over
our new space and to write prayers and Bible verses on the beams, studs, and floor with markers. We invite
everyone to come out, bring a marker, and join us for this special event, just as we did at our groundbreaking back
in March.
I also invite you to then join us later on that week for our
Thanksgiving Eve worship service on Wednesday, November
27, at 7:00pm. As you prepare for your Thanksgiving
celebration jubilee with family and friends, take a little time
to rest from your preparations and join us for worship as we
celebrate the freedom from sin Jesus won for us.
God’s Blessings,
Pastor Bill

We know it is only November, but this is the month of heavy-duty planning for our December events so excuse us if
we seem to be rushing things…
First of all, our major fundraiser and fun time is coming up Saturday, December 7th. We still have room for some
more vendors for the Craft Fair. If you, a friend, or a neighbor makes handcrafted goods of any kind, please be in
touch with Jane Wilson at retiredones@earthlink.net to get details and request an application.

To all ladies (and gentlemen) who are willing to bake holiday cookies or candy (4-6 dozen of each
type is appreciated), we really need your participation in order to make the Cookie Walk a success.
When you drop off your cookies/candy between 6-8 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday of that
week, you will get a ticket that entitles you to $2.00 off your purchase on Saturday. Then come join
in the fun on Saturday, picking out as many cookies as you want to make it look like you have been
baking for weeks in order to offer your holiday guests a wide variety of goodies. It really is a winwin situation. All of the money raised through this, our major fundraiser, will be distributed in 2020
to the various worthwhile causes we support in our community. Be on the lookout for forms you
should fill out to alert the organizers as to how many cookies/candy and what type you plan to bring. Forms will be
posted on the newly decorated LWML bulletin board (Thank you, Val Feick!) or you can expect to have one handed
to you after one or more of the November services. Any questions? Contact Debbie Fick at
Debbie.fick1014@gmail.com or Judy Fowler at jjjudyfffowler@gmail.com.
Another thing that is needed is people to help in two-hour shifts on December 6th for set-up from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and
then on the day of the sale from 8 a.m. - 10 a.m., 10 a.m. to noon, noon to 2:00 p.m. and 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. (including
clean-up). At 4 p.m. we could use some husbands/sons to help put the sanctuary back in order for Sunday services.
Look for a sign-up sheet for these “elves” on the bulletin board.
Also on the bulletin board is a sign-up sheet for all ladies of the church who want to attend our always enjoyable
Christmas Luncheon, being held again at the Morning Glory Inn in Clayton on December 15th. We will gather
around 12:30 p.m. after late service for a delicious lunch at the cost of $16.00. Please put your check in the small
lucite box (not the Mite Box) on the table under the bulletin board made out to Holy Cross LWML. The deadline to
sign-up is December 8th. Whether you have never been to an LWML meeting before or you are a veteran, please plan
to spend this time with your Sisters-in-Christ.
Our thanks to Jane Wilson who provided the program for the October 13th General Membership meeting held
between services with 26 ladies in attendance. She gave an overview of the Parkinson’s Support Group which is held
monthly at our church. If you have been diagnosed with Parkinson’s or are a caregiver for someone who has, contact
Jane for more information about this helpful group.
Blessings to each and every one of you for a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday where each of us can be thankful for
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ as we celebrate with family and friends. And remember those who are not as
fortunate by making a special contribution to a charity that reaches out to the hungry and lonely at this time of year –
Salvation Army and Smithfield Rescue Mission come to mind. This month, you will see our Angel Tree in the
narthex where you can sign up to provide Christmas gifts to many who might otherwise go without presents in our
area.
Judy Hoffman, Meetings Chair
Ruth Circle: Meets the third Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the church
library. Contact Jane Wilson at (919) 359-0633.

Dorcas Circle: Meets the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm in the church
library. Contact Judy Hoffman at (919) 550-8202.

Hannah Circle: Meets the first Monday of each month (beginning in October) at 10:00
am in the church library. Contact Elaine Reese at (919) 553-5670.
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Please join us on Friday mornings starting November 1st
from 9:00 to 10:00 AM in the library as we start the first
ever HCLC Moms in Prayer group. We will pray for our
children (and grandchildren) as well as their teachers and
schools. Please bring a Bible, a notebook and a pen. For
more information or if you would like to be involved but
can’t attend, please contact Lizy Coleman at 919-455-8788
or lizy@e-colemans.com. You can also visit the Moms in
Prayer website www.momsinprayer.org
For our October event, the OWLs saw the performance of the Carolina
Harmony Chorus (Singsation Friends and Family Night), at St. Giles
Presbyterian Church.

OWLs
Older and
Wiser
Lutherans

Our next OWLs' event will be on Friday, November 15th, when we will
attend a performance at the Neuse Little Theater, starting at 8 p.m., located
104 S. Front St., Smithfield (log cabin). We will see the play, "Father Knows
Best." The deadline to submit your ticket money was Sunday, October , 21st,
but tickets may be purchased at the box offfice on the night of the performance
for $15. You may park on the street or possibly at the Centenary Church
when they are not using the parking for their own functions. Please arrive no
later than 7:15, as I will pass out our tickets, and we need to be in line with
our tickets in hand for admission before doors open at 7:30 p.m. Seating is
first come first serve.
Our seniors (50 and over) meet monthly for fellowship. We enjoy going to
concerts, plays, as well as attending a sports event or a potluck at the
church. We also attend a senior bible study group at the church every other
Tuesday morning, starting at 10:30. If you would like to be on our mailing
list, please email Joyce Ray, jray003@nc.rr.com.
Joyce & Dennis Ray - 919-763-0668

Stephen Ministry Training Classes
Class Sessions:
•

Friday, November 1st 6:30PM – 9:00PM

•

Saturday, November 2nd 9AM -3:00PM. Lunch is provided.

•

Thursdays, November 7th, 14th, and 21st from 6:30PM – 9:00PM

It is time for our Backpack Buddies ministry at East Clayton Elementary
school to begin again! Please remember this ministry as you do your
grocery shopping and consider picking up some items that we need.

Because •
hunger
•
doesn’t end
on Friday •

Shelf Stable Milk

•

Ind. Breakfast Items

•

(Dollar Tree sells quart size!)
(Cereal, Oatmeal, etc.)

100% Juice Boxes

Healthy Snacks

•

(Granola Bars, Pretzels)

Canned Meats & Stews •
(Chef Boyardee, Tuna,
Chicken, Dinty Moore Stew)
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•

Individual Pasta

(Mac ‘n Cheese, Ramen, Rice)

Canned Fruits
Canned Vegetables

To prepare God’s people for
works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up.
—Ephesians 4:12
Dear Holy Cross Family,
Isn’t it exciting seeing the cement floor poured and the beams going up for our new addition? Now we are
looking at furnishing all the classrooms and the beautiful eating area. The furnishing committee has been
pricing appliances, tables, chairs and whatever is needed for our new building. Everything has a price tag
and often that price tag is higher than we would like to see. We would love to tell you that we have an
unlimited budget but that is not the case. Can we ask for your help? If you are able to make a special
donation to these needs, the monies will be used for all the kitchen appliances, both big and small and all
the classroom needs. Please prayerfully consider helping us to make this a wonderful new space. If you
have any questions for the furnishing committee, please contact Elaine Reese or Kris Popilek.
Thank you for your help in advance!

HOLY CROSS SHIRT SALE
Starting November 3rd in the Narthex we will have Polo
Shirts for sale with the Church Logo (to the left)
embroidered on them. Order forms will be due back on
November 17th with payment. The shirts are cut for
Ladies, Men, and Tall Men. If you have any questions
please contact Rebekah Bajwa.

Annual Voters'
Meeting

Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Saturday, November 9th
at 6:00 pm

Wednesday, November 27
Thanksgiving is certainly a wonderful time to gather with family
and to thank God for all of His blessings.
This year it would be very appropriate for us to gather together as
a church family for worship on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday,
November 27, at 7:00 pm.
This will be a special 30-minute worship service for us to
encourage one another and to praise God for His many gifts.
Please join us for this celebrative worship service, bring your
family, and let’s give thanks with a grateful heart.
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We will be meeting to approve
spending guidelines for 2020. The
church council has sent
out a copy of the
guidelines. If you did not
receive it, please contact
the church office.
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CONFIRMATION








November 6th, 13th, 20th , 6:45PM – 7:30PM
 Feel free to come to the meal on Family Night from
5:45PM – 6:30PM
CY1: Lock-In. Friday, November 8th 7:00PM – Saturday,
November 9th 7:30AM
 Make sure to fill out your health form
CY1: Sunday, November 10th First Communion at 8:30 Worship.
CY1, CY2, CY3 Sunday Mornings 10:00 – 10:45am
NO CLASS 11/27 and 12/1. Happy Thanksgiving!

YOUTH MINISTRY












Summer Mission Trip 2020 Meeting: Sunday, November 10th
1:00PM – 2:00PM. For all 8th Grade (Rising Freshmen), and
current High School youth and parents. If you will not be there,
please let me know.
 Trip Dates: July 5th – 10th, 2020.
Magnify Service Sunday, November 10th, 6:30PM – 8:00PM
 Shop for the Angel Tree, local nursing homes, Matthew’s
Ministry, and Backpack Buddies.
Praise Jam: Practice Sunday, November 10th at 5:00pm in the
Sanctuary
Youth Leadership Team Members – Sunday, November 10th at
5:00PM Meeting
Youth Group: November 6th, 13th, and 20th 6:45PM – 7:30PM
 November 6th Come early at 6:00PM to help pack meals
for our Backpack Buddy Program. Meet in the Youth
Room.
Sunday School: 10:00am – 10:45am in the Youth Room.
 November 24 - Join the Congregation for a special Sunday
School hour where we will write prayers and Bible Verses
on the new building.
 NO CLASS 12/1
Donations: If you have the talent of asking businesses for
donations please contact Rebekah as it is time to start collecting
items for the Chili Cook-Off Auction. The Chili Cook-Off will be
January 18th.

FUNDRAISING TABLE
Thank you to everyone who came out to the City BBQ and
Biscuitville Fundraisers to support our youth! We raised $286.54.
 Butter Braid orders will be in on Wednesday, November 6th. The
first Sunday for pick-up is November 10th.
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The Journey of a
Shoe Box Gift
Pack & Pray-The journey
starts with you filling a shoe
box with toys, school supplies,
and necessity items, and praying
for the child who will receive
your box.
Shoe Box Drop Off- Drop off
your donation by Monday,
November 18th. We will not
be able to take boxes after the
18th.
Overseas Transport-The
precious cargo is loaded onto
ships and please and sent to
children in over 130 countries.
Distribution-The gifts are
delivered to churches, schools,
orphanages, and children’s
hospitals.

Wow! Shoe boxes are just the
beginning. Through age
appropriate booklets and
discipleship programs, children
are introduced to the greatest
gift – Jesus Christ.

Operation
Christmas Child
Through November 18
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We are praying for—Those receiving cancer care:






“Sonny” Edward C, Leigh, Sr., father of Ed Leigh
Lois DiFruscio, friend of the Janowski Family
Joanne Morse, friend of Ellie Shep
Pam Denning, friend of Candice Patterson
Tim Ziezula, relative of Doug Aitken







Mark, brother of Todd Samsa
Bettina, daughter of Christa Schroeder
Bill Berry, friend of Doug &Aitken
Scarlett Stovall, friend of Margaret Lee
Delores Lutzinger, cousin of Melissa deCathelineau

We are praying for—Those with health and other issues:



























Connie Beal
Kathy Savoy
Al Popilek
Barbara Denning
Crystanna Mosley
Werner & Ursula Fick
Mary Jane Heisey
Arlene Behr
Jo Abma
Lucille Nicklow
Penny Schneider
Brian Lawrence
Judy Fowler
Peggy Lorton
Dennis Ray
Betty Jo Pitcher
Mark Wilson
Connie Reid
Lillian Lundoy
Margaret Lee
Mary Pobanz
Richard Lavery
Betty Winkle
Lanie Nagle, friend of Doug Aitken
Joseph & Mary Littleton
Jennifer Carboy, niece of Bill &
Maureen McElwain
 Elihu Biggers, father of Shaunna
Voorhees
 Malcom King, neighbor of Ella
McBrayer
 Linda Rodden, friend of Teresa
Parrish

 Charlotte Bucklen & Steven Kelley,
friends of the Coleman Family
 Barron, husband of Sandy Nesselrode
 Craig Drenkow and Family, friends of
Rebekah Bajwa
 Brian Blatchley, brother-in-law of Bill
McElwain
 Warren, son of Caroline Schust
 Steve Estes, husband of Gail Estes
 Brian Wilhelm, brother of Liane
Goulet
 Rick, brother of Theresa Parrish
 Frank, husband of Kathleen Patella
 Donna, daughter of Caroline Schust
 Patty, daughter of Gayle Keen, friend
of Ellie Shep
 Barbara Ekerdt Creecy, niece of
Herman & Donna Steele
 Thomas Craig, brother of Caroline
Shust
 Martha Gale, mother of Jamie
Brannon
 Russell Martin, friend of Larry &
Christine Reagan
 James Norris, father of Meredith
Marsh
 Danny McCarthy, friend of Michele
Capozzi
 Fran Lawrence, friend of Carolyn
Reed
 Stevie Tibbett, friend of Eunice Burch
 Bertha Crabtree, mother of Nancy
Burgart

 James Fowler & Ryan Hudson,
friends of Robin Oelrich
 Frank Floyd, uncle of Brandy
Bjorklund
 Matt & Marsha, son and daughter-inlaw of Colleen Grotke
 Monica Clonts, sister of Blake Ball
 Faith Hicks & her baby Grace,
goddaughter of the Colemans
 Margaret Forsyth, friend of Penny
Schneider
 Charlie & Joyce Pike, friend of Doug
& Carol Aitken
 Janie Bruton, friend of Bob Lotter
 Tom & Sue Rabon, mom &
stepfather of Beth Miller
 Tod & Karen, parents of Sean
Pritchard
 Natalie, niece of Jerry & Karen Benditz
 Joyce Moore
 Colt, friend of Christa Schroeder
 Seraphina, friend of the Pritchard
family
 Gretchen Sneider & Heidi Goldman,
daughters of Penny Schneider
 Evelyn Goldapple, mother of Jennifer
McNally
 Matthew Marek, cousin of Robert
McNally
 Amy, step-mother of Marvin Fordham
 Rosie Villamil & Mahtob Mahmoody,
friends of Elisabeth Junker
 Patricia, mother of Kurt Miller

We are praying for—Those with other prayer needs:
 Jackie, brother of Brenda Gay
 Nathan Bates & Coworkers, grandson of Betty Jo Pitcher,
currently serving in the Bahamas
 Jasoun Houston and the 336FS, currently deployed

 Lexi, friend of Olivia Bishop
 Ryan Underwood, nephew of Beth Otto
 Debra, daughter of Bill & Diana Lehman

We are praying for—Those in mourning:
 Family of Gregory Federer, mourning Gregory’s death

 Dot Janke, mourning the death of her husband Bill
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Ushers

Sound/Video

Scripture Reader

Refreshments

Nursery

Greeters

Altar Guild

Acolyte

Helen Comeford

Kris Popilek
Ron Harrison
Sandy Harrison

Ella McBrayer
Jane Wilson

Eunice Burch
Jim Rybinski
Charlotte Rybinski
Al Popilek

Diane Wessel
Stephanie Garehan

Keith Garehan
Paul Niewoehner
Doris Niewoehner
Herman Steele
Donna Steele

Todd Urban
Britney deCathelineau
Megan Elliott

Teresa Bauer
Helen Comeford
Kelly Barton
Brenda Gay
Rick & Dewie Francis
Sarah Beyer

Sheila & Sara Hirt
Elaine Reese
Blake Ball
Sandy Nesselrode
Megan Elliott
Timothy Lavery
Gene Gevers

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

11:00

8:30

Robert Bennett

Jeff Skibins
Dennis Reese

Thom Morkin

Gary Grodecki
Bob Williams
Val Feick
Wilson Feick

Mark Beal
Brad Palmer
Blake Ball
Jeff Skibins
Herman Steele
Dan Bohlman
Arthur Berger

Ron Harrison
Perry Bauer
Marvin Fordham
John M Harlow
Cris Hoffman
Dennis Reese
Keith Garehan

Travis Bennett

Cris Hoffman

John M Harlow

Tom Hansen

Jim Rybinski

Robin Oelrich

Tommy Elliott
Keith Kelsay

Paul Niewoehner

Sarah Beyer

Mike & Adrienne Mabry

Rick & Dewie Francis

Joan Neuner

Chuck Fox

Lucille Nicklow

Terrie & Kaitlin Lassandro
Elizabeth Dull

Rebecca Lavery

Jane Wilson

11:00

Connie Reid

Jessica Pischke
Emma Coull

Katelynn Evans

Emily Klein

Michelle Koellermeier

Tonya Pischke
Sarah Coull

Bella Houston

Amy Klein

8:30

Suzanne Harmon

Christine Reagan

May Lou MacKenzie

Kris Popilek

11:00

Larry Reagan

Jill Booth

Bob Booth

Jane Wilson

Offiong Mkpong

Madonna Bennett

Ron MacKenzie

8:30

11:00

Doris Niewoehner

Teresa Bauer

Brandy Bjorklund

Denise Ball

Linda Tucker

Angellina Fletcher

Rebecca Lavery

Benny Pritchard

Bri Simerman

11:00

8:30

Baylee Kinkel

Natalie Sherwin

Shellbee Kinkel

Mason Wright

8:30

November 24

November 17

November 10

November 3

SERVING THE CHURCH IN NOVEMBER

Vital Stats
Date
Attendance
9/1
265 (150 & 115)
9/8
341 (190 & 151)
9/15
336 (188 & 148)
9/22
371 (198 & 173)
9/29
320 (178 & 142)
Direct Deposit Offering (September):

Offerings
$ 8,686
$ 11,043
$ 9,149
$ 9,051
$ 9,626
$ 4,108

Total Envelope/Plate Giving:

$ 51,663

Total offerings received thru 9/30/19:
Total projected offerings thru 9/30/19:

$439,316
$392,223

*Total revenue thru 9/30/19:
Total expenses thru 9/30/19:

$485,698
$441,492

(*Revenue=Offerings + CDC Contributions + Misc. Income + Interest)

Avg. Sunday attend. 39 weeks 2018:
Avg. Sunday attend. 39 weeks 2019:

315
341

Avg. weekly offerings 39 weeks 2018:
Avg. weekly offerings 39 weeks 2019:

$ 9,523
$ 11,264

Special Gifts (to Holy Cross):
Building Fund
MATTHEW Ministry

$ 14,918
$
180

2019 Mission Offerings (from Holy Cross):
iChoose Pregnancy Support Services:
$ 2,250
Southeastern District—LCMS
$ 33,051

as of September

30th

Senior Pastor:
Dir. of Family Ministry:
Admin. Assistant:
Open Arms Director:
Music Directors:

william.beyer@holycrossclayton.com

President:
Board of Elders:

Rev. Bill Beyer
Rebekah Bajwa
Cassy Welch
Cindy Elliott
Melissa Sultan
Scott Barton
Donna Harlow
Ron Harrison

Open Arms Board:

Chuck Fox
Tony Swann
Robert Bennett
Brad deCathelineau
Jody Burgart

cfox13@nc.rr.com
rtraviator@nc.rr.com
bbennett6@nc.rr.com
braddecath1@gmail.com
jodyburgart@gmail.com

Social Ministries:
Board of Education:
Board of Properties:
Financial Secretary:
Asst. Fin. Secretary:

Teresa Bauer
Beth Otto
John Neuner
BJ Johns
Karen Hatcher

ptbauer514@aol.com
bethotto@nc.rr.com
jkneuner@gmail.com
bjkjohns@gmail.com
khatcher275@gmail.com

Treasurer:

Todd Hinton
Wilson Feick

toddhinton60@gmail.com
wfeick@embarqmail.com

rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com

cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com
openarms@holycrossclayton.com
mgsultan96@gmail.com
scottbarton@bellsouth.net
harlow5@mac.com
rshnc@nc.rr.com

