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     If any of you are fans of the 1990s television series “Seinfeld,” you may remember an episode in which 

George, who was often out of work and who spent a lot of time trying to avoid getting a job, applied for a 

position at a company and the interview went well, but the boss who interviewed George had an emergency 

come up and had to leave for 2 weeks.  When George was with his friends the next day, he told them that his 

interview with the boss went very well and he was sure he was going to get the job, but the boss didn’t tell him 

he was hired since he got called away on a family emergency.  George really needed the job and he couldn’t 

wait for the boss to return, because his unemployment benefits would run out.  So a friend of George’s told him, 

“On Monday morning, just show up at the company and tell them you were hired.  I’m sure when the boss 

returns he will be impressed that you took the initiative to come in and start working.”  So George showed up at 

the company on Monday morning and told one of the workers that he had been hired for the position and was 

ready to work.  The worker was a little confused and even said, “I didn’t realize that the position had been 

filled,” and George said, “Oh, yes, I’m ready to start.”  So the man gave George some work and showed him 

where his office was located.  George didn’t really do much of anything on the project he was given and when 

the boss showed up back at work, he was not happy.  He made it clear to George that he had not hired him and 

when he looked at the project George supposedly had been working on over the past two weeks, he saw that the 

only thing George had done was to put the stack of papers he was given when he arrived into a nice accordion 

folder.  George was then told to leave. 

     Have you ever had trouble with the truth or facing the truth?  It is interesting to note what took place in the 

verses leading up to our Gospel lesson for today. In the first 11 verses of John 8 a group of religious leaders 

bring a woman caught in the act of adultery to Jesus, with hopes of trying to destroy – not the woman’s – but 

Jesus’ reputation by asking Him a trick question.  They asked Him, “Teacher, the Law of Moses commands us 

to stone this woman, since she was caught in the act of adultery.  What do you say?”  These religious scholars 

knew that if Jesus said, “Stone her,” He would be violating the law of the land which said only the Roman 

government had the authority to stone people.  On the other hand, they also knew if Jesus said, “Let her go,” 

His fellow Jews would be very upset that He was not following the commands handed down by prophets of the 

Old Testament that they adhered to very closely.  But their trap was flawed, because if the woman was “caught” 

in adultery, then were was the man?  Why wasn’t he brought before Jesus?  While we learn that the woman was 

guilty of adultery, the law of the land also required that the man be stoned as well.  But Jesus disarmed their 

attack by saying, “If any of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  Thus, Jesus 

encouraged them to throw a stone, but the qualifications He prescribed for throwing prevented anyone from 

acting.  As a result, the religious leaders were confronted with the truth about who they really were – sinners, 

just like the woman – and they all walked away convicted of their own guilt. 

     In verses 12-30, Jesus then confronts these religious leaders with the truth about Himself.  But it was a truth 

they had a difficult time facing.  Jesus said to them, “I am the light of the world.”  And when He said this He 

insinuated that they were lost, they were in the dark.   

     So when Jesus confronted them with the truth – that they and all people, all of us are sinners and we all need 

a Savior, because we are unable to save ourselves from our sin – those religious leaders were greatly offended, 

because they didn’t think they needed a Savior, certainly not Jesus.  After all, they were descendants of 

Abraham, a man chosen and loved by God in the Old Testament, and as far as they were concerned this 

connection was their ticket to heaven.  In fact, the idea that their tie to Abraham was their guarantee to heaven 

was similar to an indulgence from the days of Martin Luther in the early 1500s. 

     In 1517 a German monk, named Martin Luther, was concerned about the Vatican’s sale of indulgences to 

raise funds for the building of St. Peter’s cathedral in Rome.  For a certain fee, people could purchase a piece of 

paper from the Church that supposedly guaranteed them a place in heaven.  In other words, if you wanted 

forgiveness it would cost money.  Plus, if you wanted to guarantee eternal life in heaven for any of your 

relatives who had already died, you had to buy indulgences for them as well.  By doing so you would get them 

out of this waiting area called purgatory and into heaven. 



     Now I’m sure this sounds ridiculous, but many people at that time were absolutely in the dark about the truth 

that the wages of sin is not a contribution, but eternal death and apart from faith in Jesus they were still lost.  

This bothered Luther tremendously, because no where in Scripture did it say that forgiveness and eternal life 

could be bought.  And so the church needed to be reformed; it needed to return to the Word of God. 

     While indulgences are pretty much a thing of the past, there are still many people who do not see a need for 

Christ in their lives.  Life is good and they don’t want to be told that they lead sinful lives.  As far as they are 

concerned there are many people who go to church who act a lot worse than they do.  Plus, many think that the 

church is just filled with a lot of hypocrites.  And that may be true, because Paul says in our second lesson in 

Romans that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  But sadly, many people do not want to face this 

truth. 

     Some of you have heard me in the past tell the story of a man who was traveling south through North 

Carolina and as he approached the South Carolina state line he saw this huge sign that said, “Last chance for 

$2.00/gallon gas.”  He still had more than a quarter of a tank left, but he figured he’d better take advantage of 

this opportunity to fill up his car.  As he finished filling his tank, a guy drove up next to him with South 

Carolina license plates and he stopped to clean his windshield.  So the man asked him, “Excuse me, sir, how 

much is gas in South Carolina?”  The man replied, “About $1.75/gallon.” 

     Now that is a good illustration of the trap of sin.  It sounds like such a good deal at first, but it is only a trap.  

In fact, when we are trapped in sin, we excel at minimizing the seriousness of our sin.  We think, “I just need to 

make a few changes and everything will be fine.  When things slow down, then I’ll get back to church and start 

praying again on a regular basis. God understands.”  But in God’s eyes sin is evil and when evil becomes a 

habit, it’s a habit we cannot break. 

     But our loving God saw our condition and sent His Son, Jesus, to this earth to suffer the punishment of sin so 

that we could live with Him forever.  As a result, we are declared righteous/holy by our loving God.  That truth 

sets us free – free to live knowing that regardless of our failures, God still loves and forgives us. 

     One of the best images of this truth that sets us free is seen in our children when they pick dandelions in the 

yard.  Those bright yellow dandelions look pretty to children and so I’m sure we have all seen children with 

great excitement pick some of those dandelions and give them to their mothers.  And mothers will then take 

those dandelions and put them in a vase with water, and they will place that vase on the kitchen or dining room 

table for everyone to see. 

     The question is: Who is the giver of the gift?  The child who brought the dandelions to his/her mother or the 

mother who accepted them and put them on display?  It is in the spontaneous joy of acceptance by our Heavenly 

Father that we are led to bring our handful of dandelions to Him.  Our dandelions are our lives.  They are a 

thank offering for all that He has done for us through Jesus Christ.  And the wonder is not that we bring our 

gifts to Him, it is that God so graciously accepts us and declares us to be good and righteous. 

     And what a handful of dandelions our God accepts.  He never says that that best we bring to him is actually 

pretty bad.  He simply accepts our lives and changes the dandelions of daily living into something beautiful.  

That is our accepting God, and He cares about you.  And when you understand that truth, regardless of your 

past, regardless of your current struggles, you really will be free. 


