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     What do you think is the #1 cause of car accidents today?  The weather, cell phones, adjusting the radio, 

alcohol, or maybe dropping something in the car?  Obviously there are all kinds of causes for car accidents 

today, but I think when you boil them all down the #1 cause of car accidents is when people are distracted.  We 

even see it portrayed in television commercials from Allstate when a guy calls himself “mayhem” and shows 

how easily people get distracted when they are driving. 

     For many people Christmas can be like a car accident, in that it can be a disaster.  Instead of a time of joy, it 

becomes a time of frustration and depression.  Instead of experiencing laughter, some people experience 

fighting and pain.  Why is it that for some people Christmas can be about as much fun as getting into a car 

accident? 

     It is because many people are not looking the right way.  Many people are distracted from what Christmas, 

and what Christianity, are all about.  So to keep us focused we begin this Advent season by lighting a candle to 

remind us that we need to prepare for the coming of Christ, the light of the world, and we do this by first 

looking at a man named John the Baptist.  Our Gospel lesson for today tells us that “He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, so that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came to bear 

witness about the light.” (John 1:7-8)  John’s purpose in life, our text tells us, was to testify, to be a witness to 

the coming light of the world, Jesus Christ. 

     When I was in college, whenever I would come home for Christmas break, I would work at a men’s clothing 

store near downtown Milwaukee, and one year, a few miles from the store, there was a group of homeowners in 

a neighborhood who decided that they were going to go all out in decorating their homes for Christmas in an 

effort to raise money for a special charity that supported research in the fight against childhood cancer, because 

one of the children in that neighborhood was struggling with cancer.  The homeowners put a huge sign at the 

entrance to their subdivision that said, “Candy Cane Lane.”  People decorated their trees to look like candy 

canes; lights not only covered their homes, but filled their yards and lined the sidewalks; people in the 

neighborhood stood outside and served hot chocolate and apple cider to people who drove through or walked 

through the neighborhood to see the decorations; and donations were collected as people were passing through 

the neighborhood.  People from all over came out to see Candy Cane Lane.  I don’t remember how much money 

they raised, but the event was so successful that it done again each year and according to their website over the 

past 35 years $2.8 million dollars has been raised to support research, treatment, and cures for childhood 

cancers. 

     The event usually begins soon after Thanksgiving and lasts until the end of December.  Every night, one 

person from that neighborhood stands by the “Candy Cane Lane” sign with a big light to wave people in, so that 

no matter where you’re coming from, you’ll know where to begin so you can see all the lights of Candy Cane 

Lane. 

     In a sense that is what John the Baptist did.  His job was to stand in the desert and point people toward the 

Light of the World, Jesus Christ.  Obviously he didn’t use a big light to show people the way, instead he used 

his words to point people to Jesus.  But some people had questions, namely the religious leaders of the land who 

asked John who he was.  John told them, “I am not the light;” and no matter how many times or ways they 

questioned him, he never lost his focus on who he was and what he had come to do. 

     It is so easy today to lose our focus and to become distracted during this special time of the year.  There is so 

much to do, so much to think about.  There is shopping and decorating and socializing.  There are family and 

work activities that can be overwhelming.  I’m sure many of you started thinking this weekend about all the 

things you need to do for Christmas.  It can be a lot of fun, but it can also be exhausting to the point that you get 

burned out or even depressed. 

     But then if you truly take the time to focus yourself and others on Jesus, if you let Him be your top priority 

during this season, things change.  In fact, everything else seems to fall into place.  Just as the person who 

stands at the entrance to Candy Cane Lane and points people to all of the lights on those streets, so also you can 

be that person who points people to the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. 



     There are plenty of advertisements for shopping during this time of the year.  There are lots of 

advertisements for giving to charities.  There’s of lot of talk about holiday parties.  Lots of sappy articles and 

Hallmark movies about family and love.  But where are the advertisements about the Light of the World, Jesus 

Christ?  Where are the articles about the birth of our Savior?  Well, those advertisements are sitting right here in 

the chairs in front of me.  The advertisements are you and me.  During the first century, it was John the Baptist.  

He was the witness.  He was the one who testified about the Light of the World, but now it’s you and me – we 

are the witnesses. 

     But what does that mean?  What does that look like for all of us?  How does one become a witness for Jesus 

in our world today?  Paul tells us in our second lesson for from Romans that we are to dress a certain way.  He 

says in Verse 14 to “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires.”  

That is, we are to live differently from people who are not Christians or those who do not attend a church.  We 

are to live as God’s forgiven children, demonstrating a different kind of life to them, which involves being 

thankful in all circumstances and putting others before ourselves.  But this is not easy.  Even though we are 

children of God, we still have natural inclinations to want to wear the clothing of this world – the clothing of 

lust, greed, and deceit.  In fact, Satan is constantly trying to rip Christ off of us.   He’ll show us a new line of 

adultery in the attractive man or woman who works with us.  He’ll say, “Try these new shoes of promotion 

through some words of gossip and lies.” 

     We have this wonderful gift of love and forgiveness that God has given to us, and people crave this gift.  

There is a story of a father and his teenage son who had a relationship that had become strained.  So the son ran 

away from home.  His father, however, began a journey in search of his rebellious son.  After searching and 

searching, he finally put out an ad on social media that read, “Dear John, meet me in front of McDonald’s on 

Main Street tomorrow at noon.  All is forgiven.  I love you.  Dad.”  The next day in front of McDonald’s at 

noon 25 guys showed up named John.  They were all seeking forgiveness and love from their fathers. 

     Being a witness for Jesus involves loving and forgiving each other unconditionally, and that is certainly 

different from the ways of our world.  But it also involves sharing your faith with others when the opportunity 

presents itself.  When someone notices that you are different and says, “I always feel so stressed out during the 

holidays.  I can’t wait until they are over.  How do you seem to keep it all together?”  You can respond with a 

simple Christmas story saying, “What helps me during the Christmas season is remembering what’s most 

important.  During my life, I have made mistakes over and over again, and no matter how hard I try, I’m still 

making mistakes today.  But I know God still loves me and He demonstrated that love by coming down to this 

earth in the person of Jesus.  He was born for me, He lived for me, and even though I do not deserve it, He died 

for me to forgive me, to wash away all of my mistakes so that I could live with Him today and forever – that’s 

what Christmas is all about.  When I focus on that, I am able to truly enjoy the holiday season.”  

     Be a witness for Christ this Christmas.  Live that Christian life for others to see and share that simple 

Christmas story with others.  Don’t let yourself get distracted this Christmas.  Be a John the Baptist and point 

people to Jesus, no matter where you are.  Who knows, maybe through you someone will receive the greatest 

gift of all this Christmas – the gift of faith in our Savior, Jesus.       


