
Jesus it Risen and Life is Ours 
 
I recently preached on the story of Jesus’ raising Lazarus from the dead in John 
11 and one of the things we learn from that amazing event is that upon 
hearing of Lazarus’ illness, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death.  No, 
it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). 
 

Those words were hard to believe for those following Jesus given the 
circumstances they faced.  The disciples did not believe Jesus.  The disciple Thomas even said, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him” (John 11:16).  I’m guessing the other disciples 
shared Thomas’ conclusion and thought the illness would lead to their deaths, in addition to 
Lazarus’ death.  Martha and Mary, Lazarus’ sisters, also thought the situation would end in death.  They both said to 
Jesus on separate occasions, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  Despite Jesus’ earlier 
conversation with Martha and in response to His command to remove the stone from the grave where Lazarus’ body 
had been placed, Martha objected and said, “But, Lord, by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four 
days” (John 11:39).  Likewise, the crowd gathered there did not believe the outcome would change for Lazarus.  
They said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” (John 11:37).  It 
appeared that everyone there concluded that the situation would end in death, especially since Lazarus was already 
dead. 
 

But the illness did not end in death.  Just as Jesus stated, the illness ended with life for Lazarus as Jesus brought him 
back from the dead, and glory for Jesus. 
 

What circumstances in life are causing you to question the words of Jesus?  Jesus said one chapter earlier, in  
John 10: “I have come that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  So will the COVID-19 pandemic, job insecurity, 
loss of wealth, or fear for your family members negate those words of Jesus and lead to destruction?  The good news 
is that Jesus’ words are true and will always remain true.  His death and resurrection have conquered sin and eternal 
death, and they have brought to people an age of life – abundant life, life in a relationship with Jesus, and eternal 
life.  After all, Jesus is still alive! 
 

You can take Jesus at His word.  Life is yours forever.  Nothing will ever be able to separate you from the life Jesus 
gives as a result of His resurrection on Easter morning.  During these challenging and difficult days, which certainly 
can be discouraging, ask God to help you look beyond the circumstances of this life in order to experience the 
abundant life Jesus has earned for you.  Then take advantage of the opportunities God gives you to convey that 
confidence to others, as many people today may be feeling trapped in fear. 
 

Thank you very much for all of your phone calls, letters, emails, and texts.  They have been very uplifting and I 
definitely miss seeing all of you, but as we gather around our computers, phones, and televisions for worship, we are 
together in Christ, He’s still risen, and that gives me hope.  
 
Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 
 
Pastor Bill Beyer   

 April 2020 
Sunday Services:  8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
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Due to the Coronavirus restrictions, the OWLs cancelled their meeting scheduled for 
March 21st.  Our seniors on our email list will receive a new scheduled date for our 
planning meeting when  health risk restrictions are lifted. 
 
We continue to pray for those affected by illness and those suffering from financial 
crisis due to the virus. We are comforted that believers can stand firm in our faith that 
God is with us through all life's storms.   We pray that we will soon be able to resume 
our church services and fellowship. 
 
Joyce & Dennis Ray 
919-763-0668 or jray003@nc.rr.com  

Older and Wiser  
Lutherans 

 OWLs 

How life has changed since last month!  James writes “…when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy” (James 1:2-4).  We thank our loving Father for our opportunities to serve our families 
and others until we can be together again. 
 
Since all events at Holy Cross are cancelled until further notice, this includes our April Board meeting and our 
general meeting on April 26th. 
 
Our March Mite Madness will be rescheduled but, in the meantime, we encourage you to continue collecting 
mites and using them to focus on thanking God for our many blessings – even during these times. 
 
Our college students are sheltering at home so we are cancelling the college student box mailings.  The mailing 
of boxes to our deployed military will occur at a later date. 
 
As for our annual ladies retreat, we are in contact with the event venue and will inform registered attendees as 
we learn more. 
 
We thank our heavenly Father for His great love for us as we finish our Lenten journey.  Stay healthy and safe in 
His loving care. 
 
Linda Tucker, Communications Chair 

Although schools are currently out of session due to COVID 19 

concerns, we are still supplying Backpack Buddies foods to families in 

need! If you would like to donate, please consider picking up some of 

the items listed below. As of this time we are still in the office 

Monday—Friday. Please call (919) 553-4784 if you would like to arrange a time to drop off items! 

• Shelf Stable Milk 
(Dollar Tree sells quart size!) 

• Ind. Breakfast Items 
(Cereal, Oatmeal, etc.) 

• 100% Juice Boxes 

• Healthy Snacks 
(Granola Bars, Pretzels) 

• Canned Meats & 

Stews (Chef Boyardee, 

Tuna, Chicken) 

• Individual Pasta       
(Mac ‘n Cheese, Ramen, Rice) 

• Canned Fruits            

• Canned Vegetables 

Because 

hunger 

doesn’t end 

on Friday 
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HALF DAY PRE-SCHOOL OPEN ENROLLMENT 
 

Open enrollment for Open Arms CDC’s  half day preschool program for the 2020/21 
school year is open! 
 

We offer a variety of classes for half day preschool for children ages 3 - 5 years old.  If you would like 
more information please call Open Arms at (919) 553-7227. 

Niches and memorial plaques are always available for purchase.  There are 

commitments for 26 of the 36 available niches in the first phase.  A 

payment plan is available for niche purchases.  If you should move out of 

the area after a niche has been purchased, you may request to have all but 

$200 of your purchase price refunded. Memorial plaques will be etched twice a year.   

 

The Columbarium book in the church office is available to anyone interested in purchasing a niche or memorial 

plaque.  The book contains current pricing information, the Columbarium policy, as well as a form showing niche 

and memorial plaque availability.  

 

We ask that you give the Holy Cross Columbarium ministry your prayerful consideration. Donations are also 

encouraged.  If you have any questions please contact any member of the Columbarium Committee: Travis 

Bjorklund, Dennis Reese, Wilson Feick, & Thom Morgan. 

 

In God's service, 

The Columbarium Committee 

STEPHEN MINISTRIES 

 
Our life is different due to COVID – 19 many of us our following social 
distancing, and are not able to connect with our friends and loved ones.  If you 
would like someone to connect with please contact 
Rebekah.Bajwa@holycrossclayton.com or Susan Creech at 
smcreech@gmail.com.  We would be happy to get you connected with one of 
our Stephen Ministers.    
 
Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry that takes place in 
congregations that use the Stephen Series system. 
 

Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to provide high-
quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. 
 
If you want to be a Stephen Minister in the future, please email Rebekah Bajwa or Susan Creech.  We will set up a 
time to meet with you using ZOOM.   

Hearing Aid Drive—Do you have a hearing aid sitting in a drawer that you are not using 
or planning to use in the future?  It doesn't matter how old they are, we are collecting 
them for a mission trip for hearing.  The hearing aides will then be tested and cleaned.  
Then they will be individually bagged and tagged.  Please place them in the Eyeglass 
Mission box in the collection center.  Thank you very much.  For questions please 
contact Gary or Diane Wessel. 
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First off let’s Praise the LORD for technology.  The High School youth and 
Confirmation youth have enjoyed catching up through ZOOM, which is an online 
meeting site.  ZOOM has been used as well, to help me catch up with Youth one on 
one.  We have had fun playing games, socializing and learning about God’s Word.   

 

CONFIRMATION 
 CY1, CY2, CY3:  Please check your email for your ZOOM meeting time and link. 

 Wednesday, April 22nd Classes will pick back up online through ZOOM. You will be given 

assignments to do at home as well.  The process will be finalized and communicated to you 

through email by April 10th.   

 CY1, CY2, & CY3 Students:  Keep up joining us online for Lenten Services and turn in your sermon 

notes.  On Holy Week, please fill out Sermon Notes for the Maundy Thursday Service as well as Good 

Friday! 

 Wednesday’s 

• April 9th Maundy Thursday Service 7:00PM 

• April 10th Good Friday Service 7:00PM 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 It’s time for ZOOM!   

 Wednesday, April 15th at 6pm 

 Sunday, April 26th at 7pm 

 Mission Trip: Canceled due to our site closing.      

Youth Yard Sale Update 
The Youth Yard Sale scheduled for May will be rescheduled in the fall due to 

COVID – 19.     

Unfortunately, we have decided to cancel our Pine Needle Sale for this 
year due to the unusual circumstances surrounding COVID-19 at this 
time. We look forward to selling them again next year! 

It is with heavy hearts, we have decided to cancel 

Vacation Bible School this summer. We look forward to 

seeing your children next summer! 
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 Garry Bleeker, mourning the death of his father, Garry 
 Danielle Simerman, mourning the death of her father, Brian 

 Gene & Jean Gevers, mourning the death of their grandson, Grant 
 Carol Matino, mourning the death of her father 

We are praying for—Those in mourning: 

 David Coleman, brother of Paul Coleman 
 Zoe Neuner, sister-in-law of John & Joan Neuner 
 James Atkins 
 Deshawna Zazueta, friend of Dale & Ashley Cranford 
 Roger Hamann, friend of Doug Aitken 
 Judy Tenenbaum, friend of George & Donna Rossetti 
 Dave Zimmerman, cousin of Lizy Coleman 
 Paul, brother of Chris Urban 
 Warren, son of Caroline Schust 

 Sue Dendinger 
 “Sonny” Edward C, Leigh, Sr., father of Ed Leigh 
 Lois DiFruscio, friend of the Janowski Family 
 Joanne Morse, friend of Ellie Shep 
 Pam Denning, friend of Candice Patterson 
 Tim Ziezula, relative of Doug Aitken 
 Mark, brother of Todd Samsa 
 Bettina, daughter of Christa Schroeder 
 Bill Berry, friend of Doug Aitken 

 Todd Hinton 
 Kathy Savoy 
 Lanny Scroggs 
 Maureen McElwain 
 Shirley Van Gilder 
 Rebecca Lavery 
 Tom Hansen 
 Elisabeth Junker 
 Connie Beal 
 Kathy Savoy 
 Barbara Denning 
 Crystanna Mosley 
 Werner & Ursula Fick 
 Mary Jane Heisey 
 Arlene Behr 
 Jo Abma 
 Lucille Nicklow 
 Brian Lawrence 
 Judy Fowler 
 Peggy Lorton 
 Betty Jo Pitcher 
 Mark Wilson 
 Connie Reid 
 Lillian Lundoy 
 Margaret Lee 
 Mary Pobanz 
 Richard Lavery 
 Betty Winkle 
 Little Ester, needing heart surgery 
 Josiah Miller, Open Arms parent 
 Penny Berckhemer, sister of Polly Bleeker 

 Spenser Goldman, grandson of Penny 
Schneider 

 David Zimmerman, brother of Lizy 
Coleman 

 Sandy & Bill, friends of Edie Voorhees 
 Payton Hudson, friend of Sarah Beyer 
 Vinny Randazzo, friend of Katie 

Copenhaver-Oelrich 
 Donnie Whitman, brother-in-law of 

Robert Bennett 
 Wayne Ausley, step-father of Brandy 

Bjorklund 
 Allan Williams, coworker of Dawn 

Hansen 
 Joseph & Mary Littleton 
 Elihu Biggers, father of Shaunna 

Voorhees 
 Charlotte Bucklen & Steven Kelley, 

friends of the Coleman Family 
 Barron, husband of Sandy Nesselrode 
 Craig Drenkow and Family, friends of 

Rebekah Bajwa 
 Brian Blatchley, brother-in-law of Bill 

McElwain 
 Steve Estes, husband of Gail Estes 
 Donna, daughter of Caroline Schust 
 Patty, daughter of Gayle Keen, friend of 

Ellie Shep 
 Barbara Ekerdt Creecy, niece of Herman 

& Donna Steele 
 Thomas Craig, brother of Caroline Shust 

 Martha Gale, mother of Jamie Brannon 
 James Norris, father of Meredith Marsh 
 Danny McCarthy, friend of Michele 

Capozzi 
 Stevie Tibbett, friend of Eunice Burch 
 Bertha Crabtree, mother of Nancy 

Burgart 
 James Fowler & Ryan Hudson, friends of 

Robin Oelrich 
 Monica Clonts, sister of Blake Ball 
 Faith Hicks & her daughter Grace, 

goddaughter of the Colemans 
 Charlie & Joyce Pike, friend of Doug 

Aitken 
 Janie Bruton, friend of Bob Lotter 
 Tom & Sue Rabon, mom & stepfather of 

Beth Miller 
 Tod & Karen, parents of Sean Pritchard 
 Natalie, niece of Jerry & Karen Benditz 
 Joyce Moore 
 Seraphina, friend of the Pritchard family 
 Gretchen Sneider & Heidi Goldman, 

daughters of Penny Schneider 
 Evelyn Goldapple, mother of Jennifer 

McNally 
 Matthew Marek, cousin of Robert 

McNally 
 Amy, step-mother of Marvin Fordham 
 Rosie Villamil & Mahtob Mahmoody, 

friends of Elisabeth Junker 
 Patricia, mother of Kurt Miller 

We are praying for—Those with health issues:   

We are praying for—Those receiving cancer care: 

 Madelyn Tibbetts, niece of Gene & Jeannie Gevers 
 Lexi, friend of Olivia Bishop 

 Ryan Underwood,  nephew of Beth Otto 

We are praying for—Those with other prayer needs: 



Senior Pastor: Rev. Bill Beyer william.beyer@holycrossclayton.com 

Dir. of Family Ministry: Rebekah Bajwa rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com 

Admin. Assistant: Cassy Welch  cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com 

Open Arms Director: Cindy Elliott openarms@holycrossclayton.com 

Music Directors: Melissa Sultan mgsultan96@gmail.com 

President: Donna Harlow harlow5@mac.com 

Vice President: Travis Bjorklund bork@zombiehive.com 

Board of Elders: Ron Harrison rshnc@nc.rr.com 

 Chuck Fox cfox13@nc.rr.com 

 Tony Swann rtraviator@nc.rr.com 

 Robert Bennett bbennett6@nc.rr.com 

 Brad deCathelineau braddecath1@gmail.com 

Open Arms Board: Jody Burgart jodyburgart@gmail.com 

Social Ministries: Teresa Bauer ptbauer514@aol.com 

Board of Education: Beth Otto bethotto@nc.rr.com 

Board of Properties: John Neuner jkneuner@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary: BJ Johns bjkjohns@gmail.com 

Asst. Fin. Secretary: Karen Hatcher khatcher275@gmail.com 

 Todd Hinton toddhinton60@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Wilson Feick wfeick@embarqmail.com 

 Vital Stats 
 

Date     Attendance Offerings 

2/2 331 (188 & 143) $  9,961 

2/9  340 (190 & 150) $  6,932 

2/16 336 (191 & 145)  $ 11,549 

2/23 335 (195 & 140) $  8,902 

2/26 (Ash Wed.) 310 (87 & 223) $  2,869 

Direct Deposit Offering (February): $  3,680 
 

Total Envelope/Plate Giving: $ 43,893 
 

Total offerings received thru 2/29/20: $ 81,997 

Total projected offerings thru 2/29/20: $ 90,448 
 

Special Gifts (to Holy Cross): 

Building Fund  $ 16,411 

MATTHEW Ministry $    170 

Backpack Buddies $    140 
 

2020 Mission Offerings (from Holy Cross): 

iChoose Pregnancy Support Services: $   500 

as of February 29th 

$946,180 


