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     If you were to see a large number of people lined up along both sides of a street tomorrow, you would 

probably wonder, “What’s going on?  Have the restrictions been lifted?  No more social distancing?  Have they 

discovered a treatment for the virus?  Did the Governor just make some big announcement and I missed it?”  

But if it was New Year’s Day, the Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, or Christmas and you saw all of those people 

on the street, then you would know that something big was about to happen, like a parade was probably coming 

and we like parades, with the floats, fire engines, marching bands, and the chance to be together with others. 

     We have all kinds of ways to announce that something big or important is about to happen.  Even though we 

are going through this COVID-19 pandemic, I am still getting plenty of mail at my house, emails, and phone 

calls telling me several things: Stay safe, don’t come out if I don’t have to, but a big important election is still 

coming up and I need to fill out my census.   

     Every year near the end of January or early February when professional football plays their championship 

game, known as the Superbowl, you don’t have to be a sports fan to know when that game is coming.  Grocery 

stores will have big special displays right at the entrance of all the different foods you can buy for your 

Superbowl party.  Stores that specialize in electronics will have big sales on large screen TVs in preparation for 

the game.  And all kinds of businesses start to bring out their best commercials on television to announce that 

something big is coming, so you better watch your TV on the day of the big game to find out more about it. 

     Well God always had special ways to announce that something big or important was happening.  When Jesus 

was born, the Bible tells us that a multitude of angels lit up the sky over Bethlehem and they sang “Glory to 

God in the highest” to the shepherds.  When Jesus hung on the cross, Matthew’s Gospel tells us that darkness 

covered the entire land; and when Jesus died it says that the earth shook and rocks split.  I like to think that 

when God shook the earth at Jesus’ death, it was His way of tapping Jesus’ enemies and Jesus’ supporters on 

their shoulder to remind them, “I’m still here and I’m still in control.” 

     On Easter morning, verse 2 our Gospel lesson tells us that there was a violent earthquake and I think this was 

God’s way of telling the world, “Pay attention, you are going to see something amazing.”  Therefore, even 

before the women saw Jesus’ resurrected body, I think they knew that something big was coming.  We also hear 

that an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone from in front of the tomb 

and sat on it.  When the women arrived, the Bible tells us that the appearance of this angel was like lightning 

and his clothing was white as snow.  Then the angel spoke to the women and they looked in the tomb and 

noticed that Jesus wasn’t there.  So how did they respond?  Verse 8 of our text tells us that the women ran, with 

fear and great joy to tell the disciples.  Are you surprised?  How would you respond? 

     Just imagine getting up one morning when all of sudden a violent earthquake shakes the entire earth, and 

then you go to the grave of a loved one who died recently.  It’s 3 days after burial, and when you arrive at the 

grave, you find that it is opened and empty, with an angel sitting on the tombstone saying to you, “Oh, are you 

looking for your grandmother?  She’s not here. She’s alive.”  I’m sure we too would run from that grave with 

fear and joy, wondering if this was true.  I’m sure we would immediately tell our family members.  If we knew 

for a fact that our loved one was alive, we probably wouldn’t care what kind of social restrictions were in place 

in our society, I’m sure we would go and tell others; we would at least send text messages and email.  We 

would post pictures of the angel and the empty tomb on Facebook, Twitter, and every social media outlet we 

could find, and we would call everyone we knew with this news. 

     So here we are, it is Easter morning and we know for a fact that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive today, 

but we’re not acting like those women did on that first Easter morning.  We might be wishing people a happy 

Easter this morning on our social media accounts, but we are not acting as though one of our loved just ones 

came back from the dead.  Why?  Because the problem for us is that we already know on Good Friday what will 

happen 3 days later.  Easter is not a surprise for us.  Usually, we spend days, even weeks preparing for it.  We 

plan the family gathering, the meal, and what we’re going to wear today as though we just naturally expect 

Jesus to be raised from the dead.  As a result, by next Sunday, for many people, it’s just not that exciting 

anymore, because we have truly never experienced just how horrible those 3 dreadful days were for the women, 

the disciples, and the other friends of Jesus. 



     When the women went to Jesus’ tomb on that first Easter morning, they went for one reason and one reason 

only – to mourn as they finished embalming his body.  On Friday night, as Jesus’ body was placed in the tomb, 

the women really didn’t have a chance to mourn and to embalm his body as the Sabbath was about to begin – 

which meant they needed to be home with their families and no work was to be done.  But early on Easter 

morning, the Sabbath was over and the women needed to mourn Jesus’ death one final time, they needed to 

finish embalming his body so they could move on with their lives knowing that Jesus would be gone forever.  

     However, when the women arrived and saw the angel, and heard the miraculous news, and looked inside the 

empty tomb, the agenda for the day and the agenda for their lives was instantly changed.  This was not a time 

for mourning.  This was not an ending.  This was the beginning of a whole new world.  No wonder they ran 

from the tomb filled with fear and great joy.  They saw Jesus die.  They saw His dead body placed in the tomb.  

They saw a huge rock placed in front of the tomb so no one could get in and take the body, but now the tomb is 

empty.  Can this really be true; is Jesus really alive?!  So they ran to tell the disciples. 

     Only when we clearly know that this man, Jesus, was dead to the point where we never expect to see Him on 

earth again, do our hearts literally jump with joy when He reappears on Easter from the grave.  Only when we 

have heard the mournful words of those who had taken His body down from the cross, prepared it quickly for 

burial, and borrowed a tomb in which to lay Jesus’ body can we catch a glimpse of the emotions of this day, 

when Jesus suddenly appears alive again to these women, the disciples, and to others.  For these people there 

had been no expectation of Easter, even though Jesus had told them that it would happen.  And so, for a few 

days these people just sat numb and lost without any idea of what might happen next. 

     But since we already know the Good News that Jesus has defeated death, is risen from the dead, and is alive 

forever, how should we respond to hearing this news once again today?  The resurrection of Jesus changed 

everything.  It gave to our world, to all people, a new hope, a new beginning, and a new life.  It’s the reason 

people are willing to gather at their computers, televisions, and smart phones for worship today.  Sin has been 

defeated and with that defeat, Jesus invites us to live with Him forever.  So how are we going to respond?  

Whenever we receive an invitation to an event, we are usually expected to do something – to respond, to RSVP.  

Now we’re probably not going to go run from our homes today to tell everyone that Jesus is alive, but we do 

need to tell others, through our words, actions, and technology, with a sense of urgency, because there are 

people dying every day who have not heard this wonderful news, who have rejected this wonderful news, or 

who don’t have time for this wonderful news. 

     Maybe our “sheltering in” on this Easter Sunday has reminded us that Easter is not about new Easter clothes, 

parties, and candy.  Those things are certainly wonderful, but Easter is about the hope that we have in the 

resurrection of Christ.  It is about the promise of a glorious life beyond this life of sin, sickness, and hardships.  

Easter is knowing that death on this earth is not the end of life.  There is nothing like the truth of Easter to bring 

hope back to life, and that’s why we still celebrate today.  Christ is risen, eternal life is ours, nothing can ever 

change that, and nothing will ever stop us from celebrating that truth.   


