
“What’s Holding You Up?” 
 

Several years ago when the United States military invaded Iraq and removed Saddam Hussein 

from power, a friend of mine who was serving in the Army in Iraq was amazed at some of the 

beautiful palaces in the land.  One of 

them, known as the Al Faw Palace, had 

this huge chandelier in the main hall, 

filled with lights and crystals.  My friend 

told me that many times he would stand underneath the 

chandelier and look up in awe at its beauty. 

 

One day he and a group of soldiers had the opportunity 

to see the chandelier from the roof of the palace and they 

were stunned to discover that the entire structure was 

being suspended by an old frayed cable.  It appeared that 

only some small wires were actually holding this huge 

chandelier in place.  As a result, my friend said he never 

walked underneath that chandelier again out of fear that 

it could fall at any moment 

 

As we live and go through our daily routines these days, consider for a moment: “What’s holding you up?”  For 

some people the days are long and exhausting.  For others, the days may seem boring being stuck at home.  Many 

of us are using the time to complete home improvement projects, while others are using technology to stay in 

touch with others.  Every day we rely on our own strength, work ethic, families, and friends to get us through the 

challenges we all face.  Sometimes that might be enough to get through the day.  Other times, though, the strain of 

working, living together, and going to school at home during this pandemic can get us frustrated and wear us 

down.  Plus, watching or reading the news can be absolutely depressing. 

 

What a comfort to know that we have another source of strength.  Unlike the chandelier, we are held up by One 

who cannot fail, whose infinite power and might are unmatched – namely our gracious and loving God!  I know 

He is strengthening us during these challenging days and I know God is sustaining us through prayer as we pray 

for our families, friends, and neighbors around the world. 

 

While our new education building is not open yet, and our facility cannot be used right now for public worship, 

the good news is the church is still open.  As that famous children’s song reminds us – “The church is not a 

building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church is people.  I am the church!  You 

are the church!  We are the church together!  All who follow Jesus, all around the world!  Yes, we’re the church 

together!”  By the grace of God nothing can stop us from being the church to others, not even a pandemic.  Thank 

you for your support and may God bless you as you continue to serve Him. 

 

In God’s Service, 
 

 

Pastor Bill Beyer 

 May 2020 
Sunday Services:  8:30 am & 11:00 am 

Sunday School: 9:45 am 
 
 

Church Office: (919) 553-4784 
Email: cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com 
www.holycrossclayton.com 
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Although the OWLs are not meeting during this time, we are socializing through 
phone calls. We are also praying for our health needs and praising God for our many 
volunteers and health care providers. This time has certainly given us time to reflect 
on our families and friends and how God has blessed us with our church family. 
Praise God! 
 
Joyce & Dennis Ray 
919-763-0668 
jray003@nc.rr.com 

Older and Wiser  
Lutherans 

 OWLs 

Greetings Ladies, 
 
Since we are all still sheltering at home, I pray that you and yours are all safe and well.  Unfortunately, the Ladies 
Retreat at Oak Island May 15-17th was cancelled but all of the money paid was refunded to the ladies that signed up 
to attend.  The good news is Debbie Fick has been hard at work on an alternative option.  She has condensed the 
“Faith, Family and Friends” theme into a one day event to be held at Holy Cross in the new building on Saturday, 
October 24th.  So prayerfully consider attending and stay tuned for more details. 
 
This month we said goodbye to Linda Tucker.  She and Jack are moving to Texas to be near family.  We want to 
thank Linda for everything she did as Communications Chair on the LWML board.  We will miss you and we wish 
you safe travels.  
 
Now more than ever it is so important to focus on the blessings we receive from God every day.  So when you see a 
rainbow, hear a bird sing, or talk to a loved one, thank God for that blessing and drop a few coins in your mite box. 
 
I pray you all stay safe and healthy until we can get together again. 
 
Val Feick, Meetings Chair 

Although schools are currently out of session due to COVID 19 

concerns, we are still supplying Backpack Buddies foods to families in 

need! If you would like to donate, please consider picking up some of 

the items listed below. As of this time we are still in the office 

Monday—Friday. Please call (919) 553-4784 if you would like to arrange a time to drop off items! 

• Shelf Stable Milk 
(Dollar Tree sells quart size!) 

• Ind. Breakfast Items 
(Cereal, Oatmeal, etc.) 

• 100% Juice Boxes 

• Healthy Snacks 
(Granola Bars, Pretzels) 

• Canned Meats & 

Stews (Chef Boyardee, 

Tuna, Chicken) 

• Individual Pasta       
(Mac ‘n Cheese, Ramen, Rice) 

• Canned Fruits            

• Canned Vegetables 

Because 

hunger 

doesn’t end 

on Friday 

mailto:jray003@nc.rr.com
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STEPHEN MINISTRIES 
 

Here at Holy Cross we have 14 Stephen Ministers who are here to care for 
people going through life struggles.  If you are going through a struggle and 
would like someone to walk with you on this journey please contact 
Rebekah Bajwa at Rebekah.Bajwa@holycrossclayton.com or Susan Creech 
at smcreech@gmail.com.  We are happy to connect you with one of our 
Stephen Ministers.   
 
What is a Stephen Minister? A Stephen Minister is a person who offers one-
to-one lay caring where they listen to their care receiver.  Each Stephen 
Minister can have one care receiver at a time.  Stephen Ministers provide 
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. 
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HALF DAY PRE-SCHOOL OPEN ENROLLMENT 
 

Open enrollment for Open Arms CDC’s  half day preschool program for the 2020/21 
school year is open! 
 

We offer a variety of classes for half day preschool for children ages 3 - 5 years old.  If you would like 
more information please call Open Arms at (919) 553-7227. 

CONFIRMATION 

 CY1 - May 5th, 12th, and 19th: Join ZOOM on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm.  Check your email for the link.   

 CY2 – May 6th, 13th, and 20th: Join ZOOM on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm.  Check your email for the link.   

 CY3 – May 7th, 14th, and 21st:  Join ZOOM on Thursdays at 6:00 pm.  Check your email for the link.   

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 Youth Group: Study Purpose 

 Wednesdays at 7:00 pm on ZOOM.  Check your emails and the Remind App for the link and 

password.  

 May 6th, 13th, and 20th 

Please join us in thanking 
our amazing volunteers 
who have helped teach 

classes on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday 
evenings this school year!  
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The Corona Virus has certainly taken its toll on our ability to hold church services in person and to have meetings 

to conduct our normal church related activities.  However, the construction of our new Education Building 

continues to move forward and the completion is in sight.  

 

We are currently in the process of constructing all of the planned sidewalks.  That will essentially complete the 

outside work with the exception of planting several trees and shrubs and a small amount of sodding. 

 

The inside is also nearing completion.  The current and new buildings are connected with just a small amount of 

finishing work to be done.  The ceilings are completed and the flooring is completed.  All of the walls are painted 

but will require one final top coat of paint.  The kitchen cabinets have been installed and all sinks will be plumbed 

in by the end of April.  Appliances will be installed in a couple of weeks.  The bathrooms are almost complete 

except for the plumbing, which should be completed by the end of April.  The electrical work is also nearly 

finished.  All lights, inside and out are installed and working.  All of the AC/Heating units are operational.  The 

sprinkler system is being connected to the current building’s sprinkler system and should be operational by end of 

April.  The Security system is installed and operational.  Finally, the stained-glass window above the front doors 

has been install and is back-lit for night viewing. 

 

The current target for getting the “Certificate of Occupancy” (CO) is the end of May.  Unfortunately, the “social 

distancing“ restrictions, and “group meeting” limitations may dictate when and how we can use our new building.  

We can only pray that God will help us get through this difficult time. 

 

Should you be driving in the vicinity of Holy Cross, especially after dark, you are encouraged to drive in and have 

a look. 

 

If you have any questions contact myself of any member of the Building Committee. 

 

Dennis Reese 

To prepare God’s people for works 
of service, so that the body of 

Christ may be built up. 

—Ephesians 4:12 

Stained-Glass Window in New Education Building 
 

The stained-glass window located above the front door of the new Education Building is intended to depict an 

educational theme for the building, particularly with the bible as the center piece, a religious educational theme. 

The small cross lying on the bible, as well as the large cross which surrounds 

the bible shows that it is a Christ centered book. The golden ring surrounding 

the bible illustrates that THE WORD is continuous and has no end. 

 

The color field outside of the ring is just to add beauty to the window. The 

colors will change depending on the lighting conditions in front of and 

especially behind the window. Each color takes its turn at being the most 

prominent in the field of color. 

 

The window was designed and built by Dennis Reese as a tribute to Holy 

Cross. 
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Planning on purchasing something from Amazon?  
Earn money for Holy Cross while you shop! To sign up visit 

smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2223804 and fill out your information. 
Make sure you choose Holy Cross Clayton as your charity of 

choice! After that, visit www.smile.amazon.com whenever you 
make an Amazon purchase and a percentage of your purchase 

will be donated to the church! If you need help, please email 
Cassy at cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com for instructions! 
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 Sandra Nesselrode, mourning the death of her husband, Barron  Jill Booth, mourning the death of her father 

We are praying for—Those in mourning: 

 David Coleman, brother of Paul Coleman 
 Zoe Neuner, sister-in-law of John & Joan Neuner 
 James Atkins 
 Deshawna Zazueta, friend of Dale & Ashley Cranford 
 Roger Hamann, friend of Doug Aitken 
 Judy Tenenbaum, friend of George & Donna Rossetti 
 Dave Zimmerman, cousin of Lizy Coleman 
 Paul, brother of Chris Urban 
 Warren, son of Caroline Schust 

 Sue Dendinger 
 “Sonny” Edward C, Leigh, Sr., father of Ed Leigh 
 Lois DiFruscio, friend of the Janowski Family 
 Joanne Morse, friend of Ellie Shep 
 Pam Denning, friend of Candice Patterson 
 Tim Ziezula, relative of Doug Aitken 
 Mark, brother of Todd Samsa 
 Bettina, daughter of Christa Schroeder 
 Bill Berry, friend of Doug Aitken 

 Kathy Savoy 
 Lanny Scroggs 
 Maureen McElwain 
 Shirley Van Gilder 
 Rebecca Lavery 
 Tom Hansen 
 Elisabeth Junker 
 Connie Beal 
 Kathy Savoy 
 Barbara Denning 
 Crystanna Mosley 
 Werner & Ursula Fick 
 Mary Jane Heisey 
 Arlene Behr 
 Jo Abma 
 Lucille Nicklow 
 Brian Lawrence 
 Judy Fowler 
 Peggy Lorton 
 Betty Jo Pitcher 
 Mark Wilson 
 Connie Reid 
 Lillian Lundoy 
 Margaret Lee 
 Mary Pobanz 
 Richard Lavery 
 Betty Winkle 
 Elvira Gonzalez, sister of Aurea Otero 
 Glenda, sister of Polly Bleeker 
 Judy Kennedy, mother of BJ Johns 
 Little Ester, needing heart surgery 

 Josiah Miller, Open Arms parent 
 Penny Berckhemer, sister of Polly Bleeker 
 Spenser Goldman, grandson of Penny 

Schneider 
 David Zimmerman, brother of Lizy 

Coleman 
 Sandy & Bill, friends of Edie Voorhees 
 Payton Hudson, friend of Sarah Beyer 
 Vinny Randazzo, friend of Katie 

Copenhaver-Oelrich 
 Donnie Whitman, brother-in-law of 

Robert Bennett 
 Wayne Ausley, step-father of Brandy 

Bjorklund 
 Allan Williams, coworker of Dawn 

Hansen 
 Joseph & Mary Littleton 
 Elihu Biggers, father of Shaunna Voorhees 
 Charlotte Bucklen & Steven Kelley, 

friends of the Coleman Family 
 Barron, husband of Sandy Nesselrode 
 Craig Drenkow and Family, friends of 

Rebekah Bajwa 
 Brian Blatchley, brother-in-law of Bill 

McElwain 
 Steve Estes, husband of Gail Estes 
 Donna, daughter of Caroline Schust 
 Patty, daughter of Gayle Keen, friend of 

Ellie Shep 
 Barbara Ekerdt Creecy, niece of Herman 

& Donna Steele 
 Thomas Craig, brother of Caroline Shust 

 Martha Gale, mother of Jamie Brannon 
 James Norris, father of Meredith Marsh 
 Danny McCarthy, friend of Michele 

Capozzi 
 Stevie Tibbett, friend of Eunice Burch 
 Bertha Crabtree, mother of Nancy Burgart 
 James Fowler & Ryan Hudson, friends of 

Robin Oelrich 
 Monica Clonts, sister of Blake Ball 
 Faith Hicks & her daughter Grace, 

goddaughter of the Colemans 
 Charlie & Joyce Pike, friend of Doug 

Aitken 
 Janie Bruton, friend of Bob Lotter 
 Tom & Sue Rabon, mom & stepfather of 

Beth Miller 
 Tod & Karen, parents of Sean Pritchard 
 Natalie, niece of Jerry & Karen Benditz 
 Joyce Moore 
 Seraphina, friend of the Pritchard family 
 Gretchen Sneider & Heidi Goldman, 

daughters of Penny Schneider 
 Evelyn Goldapple, mother of Jennifer 

McNally 
 Matthew Marek, cousin of Robert McNally 
 Amy, step-mother of Marvin Fordham 
 Rosie Villamil & Mahtob Mahmoody, 

friends of Elisabeth Junker 
 Patricia, mother of Kurt Miller 

We are praying for—Those with health issues:   

We are praying for—Those receiving cancer care: 

 Joe & Desiree McConnell, Give thanks to God on the birth of 
their baby boy, Elijah 

 Madelyn Tibbetts, niece of Gene & Jeannie Gevers 

 Lexi, friend of Olivia Bishop 
 Ryan Underwood,  nephew of Beth Otto 

We are praying for—Those with other prayer needs: 



Senior Pastor: Rev. Bill Beyer william.beyer@holycrossclayton.com 

Dir. of Family Ministry: Rebekah Bajwa rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com 

Admin. Assistant: Cassy Welch  cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com 

Open Arms Director: Cindy Elliott openarms@holycrossclayton.com 

Music Directors: Melissa Sultan mgsultan96@gmail.com 

President: Donna Harlow harlow5@mac.com 

Vice President: Travis Bjorklund bork@zombiehive.com 

Board of Elders: Ron Harrison rshnc@nc.rr.com 

 Chuck Fox cfox13@nc.rr.com 

 Tony Swann rtraviator@nc.rr.com 

 Robert Bennett bbennett6@nc.rr.com 

 Brad deCathelineau braddecath1@gmail.com 

Open Arms Board: Jody Burgart jodyburgart@gmail.com 

Social Ministries: Teresa Bauer ptbauer514@aol.com 

Board of Education: Beth Otto bethotto73@gmail.com  

Board of Properties: John Neuner jkneuner@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary: BJ Johns bjkjohns@gmail.com 

Asst. Fin. Secretary: Karen Hatcher khatcher275@gmail.com 

 Todd Hinton toddhinton60@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Wilson Feick wfeick@embarqmail.com 

 Vital Stats 
 

Date     Attendance Offerings 

3/1 307 (188 & 143) $ 10,620 

3/4 (Wed.) 155 $    853 

3/8 231 (190 & 150) $  7,073 

3/11 (Wed.) 115 $  1,141 

3/15 Streaming Only  $  3,360 

3/22 Streaming Only  $  3,158 

3/29 Streaming Only  $ 13,606 

Direct Deposit Offering (March): $ 10,939 
 

Total Envelope/Plate Giving: $ 50,750 
 

Total offerings received thru 3/31/20: $132,747 

Total projected offerings thru 3/31/20: $146,978 
 

Special Gifts (to Holy Cross): 

Building Fund  $ 32,619 

MATTHEW Ministry $    370 

Backpack Buddies $    650 
 

2020 Mission Offerings (from Holy Cross): 

iChoose Pregnancy Support Services: $    750 

Southeastern District—LCMS $ 12,552 

as of March 31st 


