
     “Ring around the roses, pocket full of posies, ashes, ashes, we all fall down.”  I’m sure that song 
brings back fond memories for many of us, but did you know that song actually originated from a time 
of pain and death?  Over 300 years ago a terrible plague swept through London, and by the time it had 
run its course, over 150,000 people had died.  It was called the “Black Death,” because of the black 
blotches it left on a person’s body.  The people in those days believed the disease was caused by the 
polluted air in their city, and it wasn’t until years later that doctors discovered that the disease actually 
came from fleas and not polluted air. 
 

     But since this “Black Death” was thought to have come from the city’s polluted air, many believed 
that if they breathed in the fragrance of flowers, the bad air could be replaced by good air.  Some doctors even put petals 
of posies and roses in their pockets and sprinkled them around sick patients’ rooms.  If a patient was near death, doctors 
would burn the petals and bring them up to the person’s nose, hoping to flush out the bad air, but in every case the sick 
person died. 
 

     It was during this time of the “Black Death” that this children’s song was written. Supposedly it came from a group of 
men who had the responsibility of gathering the dead bodies and preparing them for burial.  As they went about their 
jobs they said: “Ring around the roses, pocket full of posies, ashes, ashes, we all fall down.”   
 

     Although this plague no longer exists, we continue to live in a world of great suffering and pain.  COVID-19 is the 
disease of the moment that everyone fears; terrorism is still a threat, the stock market seems to shutter at the slightest hint 
of bad economic news; riots and protesting are taking place across our country, and bitterness, resentment, greed, 
jealousy, and arrogance are seen all around us on a regular basis.   
 

     But this world was once the best of all possible worlds.  God created the 
world perfect and free of evil and death.  Our first parents, Adam and Eve, 
truly lived in paradise.  But, deceived into believing that they could make a 
perfect world even better for themselves, Adam and Eve introduced a 
corruption that poisoned themselves and their entire world.  Paul describes 
it in the book of Romans by saying, “Therefore sin entered the world through one 
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all 
have sinned.”  In other words, ultimately the problems we face are not crime, 
illness, and catastrophes that plague this life.  These are only symptoms of a 
deeper problem that has infected all of humanity, that being sin. 
 

     The good news, though, is that God has not abandoned us.  He sent His Son, Jesus, to deal once and for all with the 
problem of sin.  Jesus left the perfect paradise of heaven and He came down to this world as one of us and experienced 
its imperfection and cruelty.  As He hung on the cross the enormity of the world’s sin was laid upon Him.  The Black 
Death that should have consumed us consumed Him, as He died so we could live.  Such an incredible gift – free and 
unearned – should indeed move each one of us to respond to God in faith, love, and gratitude. 
 

     Even though our society may not look very good right now and someday we will “all fall down,” we will also rise up 
immediately to a new and perfect world in the presence of our Savior.  And there we will join with Jesus and all those 
who have gone before us in what is truly the best of all possible worlds.   
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We would like to thank everyone for their prayers and support for 
our family during our mother, Mary Pobanz's, illness and passing.  
 
We would especially like to thank Pastor Bill for his help in 
planning her funeral.  Our mother always enjoyed Pastor's visits 
and appreciated his kindness.  
 
Thank you, 
Becky and Jill Pobanz  
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CONFIRMATION MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 Get out of your house for a fun day making S’mores or at the Park.  You MUST sign-up on the 

link below.  Please do not sign-up unless you are going to come as space is limited due to 

COVID – 19. 

 Thursday Smore’s Conversations 6/25 5:30pm – 6:30pm 

 Saturday Passages at the Park 6/27 1:30 – 3:30pm 

 LOCK-IN: Save the date July 17th 7PM – July 18th 7am 

 The Lock-In will only happen if our Governor allows for larger inside gatherings.  

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 Get out of your house for a fun day making S’mores or at the Park.  You MUST sign-up on the 

link below.  Please do not sign-up unless you are going to come as space is limited due to 

COVID – 19. 

 Monday Smore’s Conversations 6/8, and 6/22 5:30pm – 6:30pm. 

 Saturday Passages at the Park 6/20 1:30 – 3:30pm 

 LOCK-IN: Save the date July 10th 7PM – July 11th 7am 

 The Lock-In will only happen if our Governor allows for larger inside gatherings.  

 

YOUTH MINISTRY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL SIGN-UPS 

 S’more Conversation: Please join me for s'more's and discussion by the campfire at Holy 

Cross.  You must meet me at the fire pit behind the playground and new building.  We will 

discuss what is happening in our world.  From the pandemic, to the riots happening since the 

murder of George Floyd.  What does God's word say about behavior, government, fear, 

anxiety, anger, and much more.  S'mores will be provided.  Please make sure to bring your 

water bottle, or a beverage with you as it is hot.  You must sign up and bring a mask with 

you.  We will follow social distancing guidelines and recommendations from the CDC.  If you 

have any questions please let me know.   

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0548ADA82DA6F85-smore  

 Passages at the Park: Let's get together for a fun time of fellowship as we look at some 

passages of Scripture at Clayton Community Park (1075 Amelia Church Road).  The park is a 

great place to gather and socialize while following the CDC guidelines.  With the restrooms at 

the park are closed as well as the water fountain stations.  Please make sure to use the 

restroom before you come and put on sunscreen.  What to Bring: Water Bottle, Mask, Chair, 

Optional: Hat, Sunglasses and gloves 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0548ADA82DA6F85-park  
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 Becky & Jill Pobanz, mourning the death of their mother, Mary  Sandy Nesselrode, mourning the death of her husband, Barron 

We are praying for—Those in mourning: 

 David Coleman, brother of Paul Coleman 
 Zoe Neuner, sister-in-law of John & Joan Neuner 
 James Atkins 
 Deshawna Zazueta, friend of Dale & Ashley Cranford 
 Roger Hamann, friend of Doug Aitken 
 Judy Tenenbaum, friend of George & Donna Rossetti 
 Dave Zimmerman, cousin of Lizy Coleman 
 Paul, brother of Chris Urban 
 Warren, son of Caroline Schust 

 Sue Dendinger 
 “Sonny” Edward C, Leigh, Sr., father of Ed Leigh 
 Lois DiFruscio, friend of the Janowski Family 
 Joanne Morse, friend of Ellie Shep 
 Pam Denning, friend of Candice Patterson 
 Tim Ziezula, relative of Doug Aitken 
 Mark, brother of Todd Samsa 
 Bettina, daughter of Christa Schroeder 
 Bill Berry, friend of Doug Aitken 

 Mary Jane Heisey 
 Elisabeth Junker 
 Nancy Studley 
 Kathy Savoy 
 Lanny Scroggs 
 Maureen McElwain 
 Shirley Van Gilder 
 Rebecca Lavery 
 Tom Hansen 
 Connie Beal 
 Kathy Savoy 
 Barbara Denning 
 Crystanna Mosley 
 Werner & Ursula Fick 
 Arlene Behr 
 Jo Abma 
 Lucille Nicklow 
 Brian Lawrence 
 Judy Fowler 
 Peggy Lorton 
 Betty Jo Pitcher 
 Mark Wilson 
 Connie Reid 
 Lillian Lundoy 
 Margaret Lee 
 Richard Lavery 
 Betty Winkle 
 Sharon Whalen, friend of Judy Fowler 
 Elvira Gonzalez, sister of Aurea Otero 
 Judy Kennedy, mother of BJ Johns 
 Little Ester, needing heart surgery 

 Josiah Miller, Open Arms parent 
 Spenser Goldman, grandson of Penny 

Schneider 
 Sandy & Bill, friends of Edie Voorhees 
 Payton Hudson, friend of Sarah Beyer 
 Vinny Randazzo, friend of Katie 

Copenhaver-Oelrich 
 Donnie Whitman, brother-in-law of 

Robert Bennett 
 Wayne Ausley, step-father of Brandy 

Bjorklund 
 Allan Williams, coworker of Dawn 

Hansen 
 Joseph & Mary Littleton 
 Elihu Biggers, father of Shaunna Voorhees 
 Charlotte Bucklen & Steven Kelley, 

friends of the Coleman Family 
 Craig Drenkow and Family, friends of 

Rebekah Bajwa 
 Brian Blatchley, brother-in-law of Bill 

McElwain 
 Steve Estes, husband of Gail Estes 
 Donna, daughter of Caroline Schust 
 Patty, daughter of Gayle Keen, friend of 

Ellie Shep 
 Barbara Ekerdt Creecy, niece of Herman 

& Donna Steele 
 Thomas Craig, brother of Caroline Shust 
 Martha Gale, mother of Jamie Brannon 
 James Norris, father of Meredith Marsh 
 Danny McCarthy, friend of Michele 

Capozzi 

 Stevie Tibbett, friend of Eunice Burch 
 Bertha Crabtree, mother of Nancy Burgart 
 James Fowler & Ryan Hudson, friends of 

Robin Oelrich 
 Monica Clonts, sister of Blake Ball 
 Faith Hicks & her daughter Grace, 

goddaughter of the Colemans 
 Charlie & Joyce Pike, friend of Doug 

Aitken 
 Janie Bruton, friend of Bob Lotter 
 Tom & Sue Rabon, mom & stepfather of 

Beth Miller 
 Tod & Karen, parents of Sean Pritchard 
 Natalie, niece of Jerry & Karen Benditz 
 Joyce Moore 
 Seraphina, friend of the Pritchard family 
 Gretchen Sneider & Heidi Goldman, 

daughters of Penny Schneider 
 Evelyn Goldapple, mother of Jennifer 

McNally 
 Matthew Marek, cousin of Robert McNally 
 Amy, step-mother of Marvin Fordham 
 Rosie Villamil & Mahtob Mahmoody, 

friends of Elisabeth Junker 
 Patricia, mother of Kurt Miller 

We are praying for—Those with health issues:   

We are praying for—Those receiving cancer care: 

 Madelyn Tibbetts, niece of Gene & Jeannie Gevers 
 Lexi, friend of Olivia Bishop 

 Ryan Underwood,  nephew of Beth Otto 

We are praying for—Those with other prayer needs: 
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Senior Pastor: Rev. Bill Beyer william.beyer@holycrossclayton.com 

Dir. of Family Ministry: Rebekah Bajwa rebekah.bajwa@holycrossclayton.com 

Admin. Assistant: Cassy Welch  cassy.welch@holycrossclayton.com 

Open Arms Director: Cindy Elliott openarms@holycrossclayton.com 

Music Directors: Melissa Sultan mgsultan96@gmail.com 

President: Donna Harlow harlow5@mac.com 

Vice President: Travis Bjorklund bork@zombiehive.com 

Board of Elders: Ron Harrison rshnc@nc.rr.com 

 Chuck Fox cfox13@nc.rr.com 

 Tony Swann rtraviator@nc.rr.com 

 Robert Bennett bbennett6@nc.rr.com 

 Brad deCathelineau braddecath1@gmail.com 

Open Arms Board: Jody Burgart jodyburgart@gmail.com 

Social Ministries: Teresa Bauer ptbauer514@aol.com 

Board of Education: Beth Otto bethotto73@gmail.com  

Board of Properties: John Neuner jkneuner@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary: BJ Johns bjkjohns@gmail.com 

Asst. Fin. Secretary: Karen Hatcher khatcher275@gmail.com 

 Todd Hinton toddhinton60@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Wilson Feick wfeick@embarqmail.com 

 
Vital Stats 

 

Date     Attendance Offerings 

4/5 (Palm Sunday) 1,648 views $ 11,161 

4/9 (Maundy Thursday) 763 views  

4/10 (Good Friday) 971 views  

4/12 (Easter) 1,548 views $  5,815 

4/19 381 views  $  8,460 

4/26 589 views  $  6,914 

Direct Deposit Offering (April): $ 18,303 
 

Total Envelope/Plate Giving: $ 50,653 
 

Total offerings received thru 4/30/20: $181,687 

Total projected offerings thru 4/30/20: $192,202 
 

Avg. weekly offerings 17 weeks 2019: $ 12,190 

Avg. weekly offerings 17 weeks 2020: $ 10,687 
 

Special Gifts (to Holy Cross): 

Building Fund  $  8,627 

MATTHEW Ministry  $     205 
 

2020 Mission Offerings (from Holy Cross): 

iChoose Pregnancy Support Services: $  1,000 

Southeastern District—LCMS $ 12,552 

as of April 30th 


