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     Did you ever notice that when families are driving in their cars these days, it can be a rather quiet experience?  

One child can have headphones on while watching a movie, another person might be playing a video game, a 

third person may be texting a friend on their cell phone, and someone else may be listening to music on their 

phone with ear buds. Try pointing out a funny sign on a building or asking a question to anyone in the car, 

especially if you are the only one who is not plugged into any kind of devise, and you may not get much of a 

response. 

     That is certainly different from when I was growing up.  The only time there seemed to be silence in the car 

was when some of us were sleeping on a long trip.  Otherwise, we were always talking, shouting, or singing 

with a song on the radio.  Sometimes we would have a competition with those sitting in the front seat vs. those 

sitting in the back seat as to who could sing one of our favorite Vacation Bible School songs the loudest.  

Whenever we saw a truck driver, we would always try to get his attention, hoping he would blow the horn on 

his truck.  At the very least there were often arguments about someone touching another person or someone’s 

legs being on their side of the back seat. 

     For some people having peace and quiet in the car is considered a sign of a healthy family and they can’t 

imagine it any other way.  Peace and quiet represents order and that’s good for a family.  For others, having a 

lot of noise in the car is considered a sign of a healthy family and they can’t imagine it any other way.  If you 

don’t have noise, then something’s wrong – that’s not healthy, they will say. 

     Today is Pentecost Sunday, the day we remember how God the Holy Spirit descended on this diverse group 

of disciples in a miraculous way and enabled them to speak the Word of God in different languages – languages 

they had never learned to speak.  Now the Bible refers to the Holy Spirit hundreds of times, but many people 

make the mistake in thinking that since the Holy Spirit came in a miraculous way at one time, therefore it will 

always come in a similar manner every time.  I’ve had people outside of our congregation tell me that their 

church is a “Spirit-filled” church, and I’ve asked them, “What does that mean?  How do you know when you 

are in a ‘Spirit-filled’ church?”  Just like some people think that a healthy family can only function one way in a 

car, many people think that the Holy Spirit functions in only one way. 

        Some people tell me that a “Spirit-filled” church is one in which people speak in tongues – in a language 

that only those with the gift of interpretation can understand.  Other people tell me that a “Spirit-filled” church 

is one where people shout during the sermon and raise their hands while praying and singing.  I went to a 

church with a friend of mine when I was in college and I asked him, “How long does the worship service 

usually last?”  He told me that the service ends when the Holy Spirit tells us that it is time to go home, which is 

usually about 2 hours.  Then while we were in worship, several people started shouting during the sermon and 

one lady started walking up and down the center aisle, praising God.  I asked my friend what was happening 

and he said, “Oh, everyone is just overcome by the Holy Spirit.” 

     But is that really what was happening to everyone?  Maybe it was, but is the Holy Spirit present only if people 

are shouting, speaking in tongues, or walking up and down the aisle during the sermon? No.  Can people or a 

church be “Spirit-filled” without doing those things in worship that I had never seen before?  Yes.  So what does 

the Holy Spirit do?  How does the Spirit of God work? 

     Jesus told His disciples in the Gospel of John, as He prepared to be arrested and put to death on the cross, 

that He was going to send them a Counselor – the Spirit of Truth – who would testify about Him.  From the 

disciples’ point of view I would guess they were happy to hear that, because they did not understand everything 

that Jesus was saying and doing.  But the Holy Spirit would come to them and help them to understand and 

believe everything the Scriptures said about Jesus.  That was the Holy Spirit’s job – to help those disciples grow 

in their faith, so that they could go out and tell others about Jesus. 

     And that is exactly what we see happen in our second lesson today from the book of Acts.  The disciples 

were all together, Jesus had already ascended into heaven 10 days earlier, when suddenly the Holy Spirit 

descended on them in a special way.  There was a sound like a mighty rushing wind and something like tongues 

of fire landed on them.  Suddenly the disciples were miraculously able to speak in foreign languages, even 

though they had never gone to school to learn those languages.  In the verses following our text in Acts 2, it 



says that the disciple, Peter, stood up and gave his very first sermon to a large group of unbelievers.  And then, 

another miraculous thing happened – 3000 people came to faith and were baptized – all in that one day. 

     But why doesn’t the Holy Spirit do that today?  In the Bible, the Holy Spirit works in a fast, visible way, but 

today that doesn’t seem to be the case at all.  We don’t hear any rushing wind or see any tongues of fire settle 

on people, and while we may see a person here and there become a Christian believer, we don’t’ ever see 

anything like 3000 people in one day becoming believers and getting baptized.  Why is that?  It’s important for 

us to remember that the Holy Spirit’s job is not to “wow” us with all kinds of signs.  His job is not to shock us 

with spectacular religious experiences.  His main job, as Jesus says, is to testify about the Savior.  To help 

people understand and believe all the things Jesus has done for us. 

     And how does He do that?  Through the simple Word of God.  The Word that tells us that our sins are 

forgiven through Jesus’ death on the cross.  The Word that tells us that Jesus rose from the dead and ascended 

into heaven.  The Word that tells us that someday Jesus will return to this world and until He does, He promises 

to be with you and bless you.  Every time you hear the Word of God or read the Word of God, that’s where you 

will find the Holy Spirit.  You may not be able to see the Spirit or feel the Spirit, but as you spend time in God’s 

Word, the Holy Spirit is working on you to help you grow in your faith and to equip you to share the Gospel of 

Jesus with others.  In other words, the Holy Spirit at times may be loud and may enable people to do some 

amazing things, but He also may work in a variety of quiet and simple ways. 

     Several years ago engineers were building a new bridge over a river in New York when they discovered part 

of a wrecked ship, sunken many years earlier, lying right where they needed to build some supports for the 

bridge.  Powerful machinery was brought in to remove the ship, but it wouldn’t budge.  Then one of the 

engineers suggested to let the tide raise the ship.  So some strong cables were attached to the old ship and the 

other ends were fastened to a barge.  As the tide came in the barge gradually lifted the sunken ship up.  It was 

then towed out into the ocean and sunk at a spot that would not cause any future problems. 

     The Holy Spirit is like the tide.  The Spirit often comes quietly and slowly, but He comes with great power.  

He lifts us up from unbelief to faith, and from weak faith to strong faith.  The work of the Holy Spirit may not 

always be flashy, but the Spirit is always working, lifting people up, strengthening our faith, and changing 

people still today. 

     If you have any doubts that the Holy Spirit is working in you, just consider the fact that you are watching 

and participating in this worship service from your home today.  In the midst of this pandemic it would be very 

easy for you not to watch this service.  After all, there are plenty of other things to watch and to do.  But the fact 

that you are willing to listen to this service on your phone or watch this service on your computer or TV 

demonstrates that the Holy Spirit is working in you.  So today we thank God that He sent His Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost to those disciples in a miraculous and spectacular way, and we also thank God for sending His Holy 

Spirit to each one of us in a quiet and unspectacular way, to help us grow in our faith and serve one another. 


