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     Isn’t it amazing the information we are able to remember and retain in our mind, while other things we seem 

to easily forget?  During this pandemic, one of the comments that I often hear on the news or from people is 

how sad it is that “churches are closed.”  That comment bothers me, because it is just not true.  While many 

church buildings are not being used for public worship, the church is still open.  There is even an old children’s 

song that reminds us of this that I learned in Sunday School titled, “I Am The Church.”  Now before this 

pandemic, I hadn’t sung that song in years; but as I kept hearing those comments about the church being closed, 

the words to that song immediately came to mind: “The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the 

church is not a resting place, the church is people!  I am the church!  You are the church!  We are the church 

together!  All who follow Jesus, all around the world!  Yes, we’re the church together!”  We used to sing that 

song all the time in Sunday School when I was growing up. 

     But why is it that we can forget where we put our car keys last night or we can forget that we have a doctor’s 

appointment tomorrow or we can forget how to do algebra, but we can always recall with perfect clarity the 

good-bye song of that purple dinosaur named Barney or the Mickey Mouse club theme song or a song we 

learned in Sunday School?  One reason why we remember some of these songs is that as children we sang them 

or we watched the television shows that had those songs over and over and over again.  Then, as adults, we 

taught those songs to our children, grandchildren, or nieces/nephews, or we sat and watched those TV shows 

with them over and over and over again. 

     It’s amazing when you think about it, the things adults will do for children.  When my daughter, Sarah, was 

growing up, every summer on our family vacation we would always go to a movie together.  It would usually be 

in the afternoon, a few hours before dinner, and when we walked into the theater I would always ask Sarah if 

she wanted anything to eat.  Now I don’t think any child would ever say, “no” to the food that is available at the 

movies.  So, as you can imagine, Sarah would always say something like, “Yes, Daddy, I want popcorn, root 

beer, and a nerds rope.”  And without questioning I would say, “OK,” and I would buy her that food.  Now if 

we were at home, I never would have gotten her that food a few hours before dinner, but at a movie, I did it 

without hesitating. 

     Why is it that parents will open their minds and hearts and wallets to some silly things for their children?  

It’s because parents love their children and we celebrate and encourage their creativity and silliness.  After all, 

we do not expect 4 year-olds to like what 40 years-olds like.  So parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles will 

often sacrifice their likes and dislikes for children – which means we eat Happy Meals, we watch children’s 

television shows, and we allow children to decorate the driveway with sidewalk chalk.  We love children and 

we often bend over backwards for them. 

     In our Gospel lesson for today Jesus tells His followers and all of us to go out there and love all people in the 

way a parent loves a child.  Now that’s not easy.  It’s fairly easy for us to love children; we’ll go out of our way for 

children even if they are not ours, but to love all people – including my rude neighbor who thinks all Christians are 

hypocrites, or the guy at work who got promoted by cheating the system and who laughs at my unwillingness to 

cheat and cut corners, or the student at school who makes fun of me because I want to wait until marriage to have 

an intimate relationship with a girl – love them in the same way that a parent loves and cares for a child?  That’s 

tough. 

     But Jesus knows first hand just how tough that is for us.  During His earthly life people said all kinds of 

terrible things about Him.  Many people called Him a liar, some said He was demon-possessed, others even said 

that He was the very embodiment of Satan.  So Jesus says to His disciples and to all of us in this text, be 

prepared.  Be prepared to be called even worse; be prepared for persecution, for the world does not want to hear 

what we have to say.  Be prepared for adversity, as He says in verse 16, “I am sending you out like sheep 

among wolves.”  When the Word of God is shared and spread in our culture, it will challenge the comfortable 

ways of life, it will upset the established patterns of living, and it will disturb the status quo. 

     And in the 1st century that is exactly what happened.  These disciples and other followers of Jesus were hated 

and called names as they shared the good news of Jesus’ love and forgiveness.  What’s interesting is that one of 

the most common names they were called was “Christians.”  But it was a derogatory term in those days used to 



describe people who were trying to act like Christ.  Paul, in Scripture, was even called a “fool” for following 

Jesus.  But Paul took it as a compliment and then told people that he was a “fool for Christ.”  In fact, when we 

get right down to it, could there be any higher compliment?  To be called a name that distinguishes you from the 

world and names you as an imitator of Christ. 

     But being a follower of Jesus involves a lot more than just showing up.  It means putting our love for Jesus 

into action, which may involve ridicule or taking unpopular stands.  Many years ago a friend of mine told me 

that every time he went to a training seminar or workshop with his job, he would always feel intimidated when 

he returned to work, because what he learned often ran against what his company actually did.  He was afraid to 

talk about what he had learned at the workshops and seminars for fear that it would not be accepted.  His ideas 

had not been well received in the past, so he learned just to keep quiet. 

     Unfortunately our lives can be like this.  Our faith tells us one thing, but then we go out and live as if we 

never heard or believed a word of it.  Therefore, I think it is important that we occasionally ask ourselves, 

especially during these challenging times, “Is our worship experience often like my friend who learned one 

thing and then went back to the office to do another?  Are we intimidated by the values and prevailing thoughts 

of our world to the point that we just keep quiet?”  As we worship Jesus today it’s important to remember that 

Jesus did not spend a lot of time teaching us what to do in church, in worship; but more on how to live and 

relate to others outside of the church facility, outside of the worship service. 

     Jesus calls us to feed the hungry, care for our neighbors, and to love one another – to love in a way that puts 

the needs of others over our own, in a way that a parent loves a child.  Now I think it is helpful to hear that on a 

regular basis in worship and I’m sure we all agree with those teachings of Jesus, but what happens when the 

worship service is over?  Do we remember those teachings of Jesus as quickly as we remember the words to 

children’s television songs?  Are we actively doing the things Jesus tells us to do?  It’s not easy to love those 

who criticize or ridicule us.  Jesus knows this, that’s why He tells His disciples and all of us in this text 3 times, 

“Do not be afraid.”  If God knows every hair on our heads, if He takes the time to care for sparrows, He will 

certainly take care of us at all times and in all places when we stand up for His message of love and grace.  

That’s a promise. 

     So if God cares that much about us, does that mean we do not need to be afraid of anything if we follow Him?  

No, not from a human standpoint.  We will certainly face adversity.  We will face rejection, intimidation, and 

ridicule in our lives.  But from God’s point of view, we have nothing to fear.  Why?  Because Jesus has faced the 

source of every fear, He has overcome every enemy that causes us fear, and He has promised to be with us and to 

watch over us in every fearful situation.  By the grace of God, nothing can stop us from being the church to 

others, not even a pandemic.  So let us all take advantage of the opportunities we have to be imitators of Christ in 

these challenging days so that people may look at us and without a doubt call us Christians. 


