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     $5.6 million dollars.  That was the cost for a 30-second ad during the Super Bowl back in January.  I cannot 

even imagine how many bags of Doritos or 6-packs of beer or Chevy trucks have to be sold in order to afford 

the cost for just one commercial, that usually lasts longer than 30 seconds, during the Super Bowl.  Why are 

these different companies willing to pay such an exorbitant price to advertise their product during the Super 

Bowl?  I think we all know that the primary goal of advertising for any company is to raise awareness of their 

product.  So, knowing that millions of people are watching the Super Bowl I would guess that companies are 

willing to spend a lot of money on advertising to insure that people remember their product.   

     Some companies have been very good at creating simple slogans to help people remember their products.  I 

could probably mention advertising slogans from over 50 years ago and many of us will still immediately 

remember the product.  Do you remember the phrase: “It melts in your mouth, not in your hands”?  That was 

for M&Ms candy, created in 1954.  How about, “You deserve a break today”?  That was McDonald’s 

advertising slogan from 1971.  And then there was “Be, all that you can be.”  That was the U.S. Army catch 

phrase created in 1981. 

     So if we were to create an advertising campaign for Jesus to help raise awareness of who He is and what He 

has done for us, our Gospel lesson for today from Matthew 10 is probably not the kind of text we would want to 

use to create a positive slogan or catch phrase about Jesus.  After all, when we think of Jesus, phrases such as 

Lamb of God, Lord and Savior, Wonderful Counselor, and Prince of Peace may come to mind.  But in verse 34, 

Jesus said, “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a 

sword.”  Now I don’t know about you, but at first glance those words from Jesus appear to be way out of 

character for Him.  The Prince of Peace came to bring a sword?  Six months ago we gathered for worship in this 

place with family and friends, and celebrated the birth of the Prince of Peace.  It was a wonderful evening filled 

with peace and joy, as we remembered how angels announced to the shepherds that with the birth of Jesus, 

peace on earth and good will toward others had come.  But now as we look at our world we appear to be 

surrounded by conflict.  Conflict between nations, conflict between groups of people, conflict with our 

neighbors and co-workers, and even conflict within our own families.  Didn’t Jesus come to bring peace to all 

this conflict?  As we look at the disorder in our nation, peace is what we truly yearn for right now.  So why 

would Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who came to reorder our relationship with God, say that He did not come to 

bring peace? 

     The point Jesus was making in this text in calling people to follow Him is that life as His children would not be 

easy.  Many people in our world think that they don’t need Jesus to find peace with God.  They can find that inner 

peace on their own, and they resent anyone who tells them anything different.  So Jesus states in this text that being 

one of His followers was going to bring division, even among families.  It would involve some difficult choices 

concerning relationships.   

     Several years ago a young couple came to see me to talk about marriage.  As we spoke of the couple’s 

spiritual lives and their walk with the Lord, the woman began to cry.  Although she was raised in a family that 

rejected Christianity, she had come to know the love of God, His gift of forgiveness, and new life in Jesus.  

However, her tears expressed the sorrow that this new life with Jesus came at the expense of her relationship 

with her parents.  She said that her parents were very upset that she had become a Christian and they were not 

going to come to the wedding if it was held in a church.  Important relationships can be severed because of faith 

in Jesus as the couple was married in a church, and the bride’s parents did not attend. 

     Many of the brides’ friends tried to convince her to hold her wedding at a neutral location, where no one 

would be offended.  However, being neutral towards Jesus is really not possible.  Every person must come 

down on one side or the other.  Pontius Pilate discovered this.  At Jesus’ trial he said, “I find no fault with this 

man.  I am innocent of his blood, see to it yourselves.”  But to satisfy the crowds and to protect himself, he had 

Jesus put to death on a cross.  Jesus said, “He who is not with me is against me.”  The bride wanted to express 

her thanks to Jesus for giving her a wonderful Christian husband by having her wedding in a church, even if it 

meant upsetting her family.  Could Jesus understand?  Absolutely, after all, in choosing all of us to be His 

children, Jesus chose to come to this earth, to be rejected by many people, and to be separated from His 



Heavenly Father when He cried out from the cross, “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?”  And 

those choices ultimately cost Him His life on the cross. 

     As Christians we have a God who has suffered and, therefore, understands our suffering and burdens.  We do 

not have a Savior who closes His eyes to the pain of the world, instead He reaches out from the cross with 

outstretched arms to embrace each of us with His love in the burdens we carry.  The disciples eventually 

understood this as they dedicated their lives to sharing the Gospel with others after Jesus ascended into heaven. 

     Next weekend, as we wave our flags and remember those who are currently serving in our military, and 

especially those who gave their lives in order to create independent nations filled with freedoms, I hope we will 

also remember what those 12 disciples did.  Through their efforts, God used them to bring hundreds of 

thousands of people into the church, but they had to suffer tremendously in order to accomplish that task.  All of 

them left their families and their professions/trades to follow Jesus and they all died in some pretty awful ways 

in order to share Jesus with others.  We don’t usually talk about it very often, but history tells us that some of 

them were crucified on a cross for their faith; some were imprisoned and beaten, and others were killed in 

gruesome ways. They all willingly suffered & carried crosses out of their love for Jesus. 

     While some people may have large crosses to bear, for others carrying the cross or raising awareness of who 

Jesus is may mean simply going the extra mile to express His love.  Jesus tells us at the end of our Gospel 

lesson today that we are worthy of Him even when we are faithful in small ways, such as giving a cup of cold 

water to someone in need. 

     In other words, there is no act so small that it could ever fail to be noticed by our Lord.  I think of the many 

sacrifices people are making in the midst of these challenging days.  Such as the staff members of our child 

development center who sanitize toys, cribs, furniture, and surfaces every day to keep our children safe.  As a 

result, not a single child in our center has gotten sick over the past 3 months.  I think of those of you who make 

phone calls and send cards to our members to check in on them.  I think of so many of you who pray for our 

nation, that God would wipe out this COVID-19 virus; that He would bring peace where there is anger and 

violence – a peace that would move people to repent of their sins and to look to God for answers in the midst of 

suffering; a peace that surpasses all human understanding knowing that in the midst of a pandemic and conflict, 

God is still in control, He loves us, and He will never leave us. 

     But we don’t do any of these things, no matter how big or small, in order to earn our way into heaven.  

Everlasting life is a free gift offered to us through Jesus, but it came at a great cost to Him.  At times, we too may 

face a great cost to be a citizen of God’s kingdom.  It may separate families or bring a relationship to an end.  

After all, Jesus said, “I have come to bring division,” and that means we cannot be neutral towards Jesus.  So how 

does your way of life, your use of your time, abilities, and money help to raise the awareness of who Jesus is and 

what He has done for you?  Jesus has given you all the tools you need in order to promote Him to others.  So next 

weekend, as our nation celebrates its independence, I pray that you will also celebrate our true independence from 

sin & its punishment, and our dependence on Jesus for real peace and freedom.    


