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     When I was in high school, I was out driving with a group of friends on a Saturday afternoon in January a 

few days after a large snow storm hit our area.  Growing up in Wisconsin, the state had the equipment to clear 

the roads after a large snow fall, but on this day there were a number of snow drifts on the roads.  If the snow 

drifts were small, it was fun to drive through them as the snow would shoot up on both sides of the car, but if 

the snow drift was large, we usually drove around it.  However, on one local road near our homes the snow drift 

was huge and we all drove around it, except for my friend Gary.  He thought he could still drive through it.  So 

he reved his car up (or I should say “his dad’s car”) and drove straight at the snow drift.  As soon as his car hit 

the snow drift, the car slid sideways, snow went shoot high in the air, but Gary and his car never came out on 

the other side. 

     The snow was so thick that Gary’s car stopped in the middle of the snow drift, and all that snow that went 

shooting in the air landed on his car.  His car was completely covered in snow.  We ran to the car and started 

digging it out.  Gary was fine, we were all laughing, but when we finally got the car out, we noticed that there 

were some dents on the side of the car.  When Gary arrived home his dad came out to greet us, but when he 

noticed the dents he asked, “How did the car get dented?”  You could tell Gary didn’t want to answer the 

question, so he said, “Well, Dad, it’s a long story, it’s not easy to explain, it’s kind of complex.” 

     Whenever you hear people use phrases like, “It’s a long story; not easy to explain, kind of complex,” they 

are often trying to hide the fact that they have done something wrong.  The story is usually not that long (my 

friend Gary decided to drive straight through a snow drift and got stuck), the situation is usually not complex 

(the car was dented as a result of driving into the snow), and it usually is pretty easy to explain (he should have 

gone around the snow bank, instead of trying to drive through it). 

     I’m sure we can all relate to what my friend, Gary, was going through with his dad, because none of us likes 

to admit when we have done something wrong.  In fact, you could say it’s in our sinful human nature, going all 

the way back to Adam and Eve, for us to try to cover up our wrongdoings.  So in our Gospel lesson for today, 

Jesus confronts this tendency of ours to want to avoid the truth in a very simple way. 

     Large crowds of people were following Jesus, and a group of religious leaders were hoping to trap Jesus in 

His words in order to turn these large crowds of people against Him, just like we saw last week when they asked 

Him about paying taxes to Caesar.  When that didn’t work a lawyer in their group asked Him in verse 36, 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

     Now, when we hear this question, we probably think of the 10 Commandments, but the question seems to 

suggest that there are some commandments that should be obeyed more than others.  It’s almost like this lawyer 

wants to rationalize his behavior, knowing that he’s broken some commandments, but in his mind not the big 

ones.  For example, was he thinking, “Ok, I don’t always remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy, 

because I’m pretty busy with a lot of different things, but at least I worship the one true God.”  People do this in 

our day, as well.  They’ll say things like, “Yes, sometimes I take the Lord’s name in vein, but it only happens 

when I get really angry.  I’m not as bad as a lot of other people I know.” 

     But what’s interesting in this text is that in the days of the Old Testament and into the New Testament, the 

religious leaders were so concerned with trying to follow the 10 Commandments and honoring God that they 

created, over time, 613 laws that they said were intended to explain the 10 Commandments and to help people 

keep them.  (If you think it’s hard trying to remember the 10 Commandments, imagine having to know 613 

laws by memory!)  Therefore, keeping the 10 Commandments had become a complex issue, following and 

honoring God became a long story, and it probably wasn’t very easy to explain the meaning behind all of these 

commands.  For example, one of the laws stated that you could not start a fire on the Sabbath, but if you started 

one before the Sabbath, you could do whatever was necessary to keep it going.  Somehow starting a fire was 

considered “work,” and you were not supposed to work on the Sabbath; but keeping one going was not 

considered “work” and that was allowed on the Sabbath. 

     So the question the religious leaders were really asking was, “Out of all 613 commands, Jesus, which one 

would you say is the most important?”  And without hesitation, Jesus says in verses 37-38, “Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  



And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Instead of giving them a loophole that 

allowed them to obey one commandment but ignore another, Jesus gave them one commandment in a “1a and 

1b” kind of format that contained all the commandments of God.  Here’s how it works: If you love the Lord, 

you will not have any other gods, you will not misuse His name, and you will remember the Sabbath day.  If 

you love your neighbor, you will honor him, you won’t murder him, you will be faithful to your spouse, you 

will not steal from him, you won’t gossip about him or her, you won’t take his/her spouse, or any of their 

property. 

     In other words, what Jesus is saying is this is not a complex issue, it doesn’t involve a long story, and it is 

not difficult to explain.  Everything in life revolves around one simple command, “You shall love.”  That’s it, 

but we all know that this command is not easy to follow.  We know we are supposed to love God with all our 

heart, soul, and mind, but many times life gets to be so busy, filled with activities and interruptions, that instead 

of loving God, we focus our love on our jobs, our children’s activities, yard work, or even our hobbies.  

     In addition, ask yourself, have you truly loved your neighbor as you love yourself?  Have you been a good 

spouse?  A good parent?  A good friend?  Maybe you have, but God wants us to go beyond family and friends 

when He says love your neighbor.  When you look over at the person driving next to you on the road during rush 

hour, especially if they cut you off or are going too fast or too slow in your opinion, what do you think or say 

about those neighbors?  Is it a beautiful expression of love or something else?  Maybe now you can see where all 

of the complexity comes from.  It comes from you and me trying to justify our words and actions often by our 

selfish nature. 

     So while we have not always loved our Lord and our neighbors as ourselves, God still loves us and His love 

for us will never change.  In fact, being on the receiving end of His love is the key to our loving others, as the 

book of 1 John tells us near the end of the New Testament, “We love, because He first loved us.”  All love starts 

with God, it flows into us by faith, and then out from us back to God and to others. 

     At the center of our worship, above our altar, is the ultimate symbol of love – the cross, where Jesus 

willingly gave His life out of love for us so that we could live with Him today and forever.  So as we prepare for 

another week, what would you say if you met someone who asked you, “Tell me more about your walk with 

God.  I don’t have a church that I attend, but what would be expected of me if I were to come to your church or 

wanted to join your church?”  We might say, “That’s an easy question to answer, but living out the answer is 

hard.  The answer is all you have to do is love God totally and unconditionally, with all that you are and all that 

you have, and you need to love your neighbor in the same way.  Now, I don’t always meet those standards, but I 

worship a God who loves me and forgives me unconditionally, and who continues to give me blessings.  Still 

interested?  Come and see, online, or eventually in person, it will make a real difference in your life and in your 

walk with God. 


