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     Next Tuesday will be the last day for people around the country to cast their votes for President, members of 

Congress, governors, judges, and local legislatures.  Yes, next week the campaigns for all of these political 

offices will finally be over.  For the past year or so, candidates have promoting their vision for America, their 

state, or their local community on issues like the economy, jobs, taxes, healthcare, schools, terrorism, and 

treating Covid-19.  It seems like every political party wants us to worry and fear for our future if we do not vote 

for their candidate, because if their candidate loses then our community, our state, and our nation will suffer. 

     Now, if you think that the future of our country or our state depends solely on which party controls the 

Senate or who’s elected as the next circuit court judge, then you had better be afraid, because God did not tell us 

to put our trust in the stock market, the military, or in any political party.  I’m sure as long as we live in a sinful 

world there will be disagreements on what’s best for our schools, there will be debates on health care issues, 

there will be financial concerns over retirement funding, and there will be the threat of war or terrorism.  That’s 

life. 

     In the 1500s a German monk named Martin Luther also lived with some of the same fears we face today.  

Non-Christian nations were conquering lands south of Europe, destroying Christian churches, and threatening 

the very existence of Western Civilization as we know it.  Meanwhile, an epidemic was taking place as the 

bubonic plague was causing many people to die at a young age.  But the threat of war and illness were not 

Luther’s only fears.  He also genuinely feared God.  Martin Luther feared that when he didn’t do exactly as his 

church told him to do by praying, fasting, and giving offerings, God would be angry with him.  So he feared 

God’s wrath and he also feared death.  There was plenty to fear in Luther’s day and some of those fears are still 

very real today. 

     But in the midst of these fears, God opened a way to freedom for Martin Luther and it changed his life.  That 

freedom that Luther discovered in Scripture is what makes us proud to call ourselves Lutherans, because we are 

liberated.  We are a very liberating church or you could say a very liberal church for two reasons: 

     First, because we recognize that we are slaves.  We are slaves to sin, we cannot free ourselves, but only 

through Jesus can we truly be free.  But for some people that’s not a teaching they want to hear.  As Jesus was 

explaining in John 8 how He could set people free, the Jews who actually believed in Jesus interrupted Him 

saying, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.  How can you say that we will 

be set free?  The Jews in Jesus’ day took great pride in their “freedom.”  Their ultimate dream was to have their 

own country and their own kingdom under a Savior who would liberate them from any outside authority.  While 

their country at the time was under Roman rule, the Jews took great pride that they were not slaves to anyone, 

unlike their ancestors who were held in slavery under that Egyptians for over 400 years in the days of the Old 

Testament. 

     So when Jesus talked to them about making them free, they were more than confused – they were angry.  

Now Jesus wasn’t trying to insult them, after all, He was a Jew Himself, but what He was talking about was the 

state of their souls and He wanted them to understand that just because they didn’t have chains on their wrists 

and ankles did not mean that they were really free.  In John 8:34, Jesus reminded them, “Everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin.”  Sin is a universal term.  It applies to every person, regardless of their authority, 

education level, or economic standing.  Even though the book of Romans tells us that “all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God,” these Jews didn’t think that applied to them.  In their minds they thought they 

needed a military Savior, to free them from Roman rule, not a Spiritual Savior to save them from their sin.  

What Jesus was exposing was their sin of pride in their nationality and their lifestyle, thinking that they could 

earn their way into heaven by being descendants of Abraham and following all kinds of rules that they created 

to please God. 

     This is very similar to what Martin Luther attacked in the Church about 1500 years later.  In Luther’s day it 

was declared that whatever the pope said or did could not be challenged, even if it was contrary to Scripture.  So 

when the pope said that people had to buy pieces of paper from the church, known as indulgences, in order to 

receive forgiveness for their sins, and that the pope did not need the Word of God to back up his authority to 

charge people for forgiveness, Luther attacked the sin of pride and arrogance of the pope and other church 



leaders by declaring that indulgences were wrong and simply a scam to raise money for the church.  The Church 

leaders were certainly not happy with Luther as they started to lose their power and control over the people, so 

they wanted him dead – just like the Jewish religious leaders were starting to lose their power and control over 

the people and wanted Jesus dead. 

     We are slaves to sin, we are all sinners, and we cannot do anything to stop ourselves from sinning.  Plus, we 

cannot do anything to earn our way into heaven, because God demanded perfection for everlasting life in 

heaven.  Therefore, we need to be liberated from this slavery to sin and its punishment if we want to live with 

God, and that leads to the second reason why our church is a very liberating church – it is because we know the 

source of our freedom.  Jesus said in John 8, “If you know the truth, the truth will set you free, and if the Son 

sets you free, you are free indeed.”  The Bible states that God sent His Son, Jesus, to this world to become a 

human being in order to live a perfect life in our place, and then to take the punishment for our sins by dying in 

our place on a cross.  Jesus did this out of love, for free, at no charge, to makes us holy, to make us saints, in 

God’s sight so we could live with Him forever.  In the church, we call this grace.  Believe it, and it’s yours, life 

with God.  Reject it, and you will lose a beautiful gift and end up in hell, separated from God forever. 

     When Martin Luther understood that Jesus lived, died, and rose from the dead for him and all of us, he was 

truly freed from his guilt over sinning and the pressure of the Church in trying to do all of the right things in 

order to please God.  And when this promise of eternal life with God, through the life and work of Jesus 

becomes a part of our daily lives, then we will begin to view life from a different perspective.  And the 

Beatitudes from Matthew 5 (our Gospel lesson for tomorrow) are a perfect window through which to view our 

lives.  For through them we see that when we are poor in spirit, when we mourn, when we are meek, when we 

hunger and thirst ofr righteousness, when we realize that we don’t have anything to offer to God, then we are 

truly blessed.  Blessed because we know that our futures are not dependent upon us trying to please God. 

     For example, Matthew 5:3 says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  The 

poor in spirit are those who recognize their sinfulness and unworthiness in God’s sight.  They realize that they 

sin daily and deserve nothing but punishment from God.  They admit that their best efforts at living up to God’s 

standards as expressed in the 10 Commandments fall miserably short.  But the poor in spirit also know that they 

ar rich before God through faith in Jesus.  Jesus’ perfect obedience to all of God’s commandments, and His 

sacrificial death on the cross for the sins of the world accomplished what we could never do by our own efforts.  

And yet, God gives us credit for Jesus’ perfect life.  So the poor who have nothing to offer to God, become rich 

as they are given the most abundant gift of all – eternal life in heaven.  As a result they are the most blessed of 

all. 

     During this pandemic this truth that through Jesus we are free and eternal life is ours is very important for us 

to remember and to share with others, because as we see or experience the death of family and friends from 

Covid-19, many people are asking, “Is my loved one in heaven?”  And the answer is, “If they believed in Jesus 

as their Savior, then yes; but not because they may have died tragically from a horrible virus, but because Jesus 

had willingly died for them.”  That truth will bring people great comfort.  Without God’s grace, people would 

have no hope at all during this pandemic, because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God.  But 

by God’s grace alone, Jesus brings life to every believer whose lives have ended because of Covid-19, He 

brings life to people killed in war, He brings life to people who die of old age, and He brings life to you and me, 

so we can live freely as His saints and as His children. 

   


