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     Do you really think there was no room for Mary and Joseph at the inn on the night that Jesus was born?  I 

heard a comedian say one time that he had a sure fire way of getting into any hotel that has a “No Vacancy” 

sign on it.  He said that whenever the person at the front desk of a hotel told him there were no rooms available, 

he would respond by asking, “If the President of the United States needed a room here, does that mean there 

wouldn’t be any room for him?”  And often the person at the desk would respond, “Well, for him we would 

probably find a room.”  To which the comedian would say, “Well, I happen to know that he’s not coming 

tonight, so I’ll take his room.” 

     Of all the people who missed a marketing opportunity for Christmas, it was the inn keeper who told Joseph 

and Mary there was no room at his inn.  Can you imagine turning down the opportunity of God’s Son being 

born in your place.  He could have put a sign at his place that read, “Stay at the room where God was born,” or 

he could have created a nice advertising slogan like, “If God chose our place, so should you.”  But, he blew it, 

he missed it, as Jesus was born in a house or a stable.  However, the innkeeper isn’t the only one who has 

missed the opportunity of Christmas, because for so many people, there is still no room. 

     Throughout Jesus’ life, this one phrase, “There is no room” became a reoccurring theme in His ministry.  

And the question that the Christmas story leaves for us tonight is: “Will there ever be any room for Him?” 

     There was no room for Jesus in the Economic world of His day.  As Jesus was traveling one day, he 

encountered a crazy, demon-possessed man.  This man was known throughout the town as a poor crazy guy 

who lived in a cave in the hills.  Jesus drove the demons out of the man and into a herd of about 2000 pigs.  

These pigs rushed down a steep bank, into a lake, and were drowned.  The man was completely healed, but 

what was the response of the community?  Did they praise God?  Did they thank Jesus?  Did they build a 

hospital and name it after Jesus?  No.  Instead, a group of people asked Jesus to leave.  Apparently they weren’t 

really concerned about the demon-possessed man.  What really bothered them was that Jesus had destroyed a 

herd of pigs.  That was hitting them right where it hurt – in their wallets.  The people suffered a considerable 

financial loss and they feared such a display of power.  Instead of asking Jesus for help or guidance, they asked 

Him to leave, because what they really wanted was business as usual, not some traveling miracle worker.  You 

see, there was just no room for Jesus in the economic world.  Do we see Jesus among our businesses these 

days?  Or has this pandemic caused us to miss some of the amazing things He’s been doing, because we are so 

focused on just wanting business to go back to normal? 

     There was also no room for Jesus in the Legal world.  The law was the law.  There were no gray areas; and 

one of those laws read, “Whoever commits adultery shall be stoned to death.”  It was even one of the 10 

Commandments: “You shall not commit adultery.”  So when a crowd brought to Jesus a woman who had 

clearly been caught in the act of adultery, they were not prepared for His response.  Jesus looked at the crowd 

with stones in their hands and said, “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone.”  Well, that is not what they 

wanted to hear.  Didn’t Jesus know the law?  Yes, He did, but He also knew about grace, which was above the 

law.  The people dropped their stones and walked away, but I’m sure they weren’t happy.  What Jesus had said 

in effect was, “People are more important than rules.”  But I’m sure they didn’t buy that explanation.  To 

them, the law was the law, and it was clear that there was simply no place for Jesus and His forgiveness in this 

whole matter. 

     Indeed, God’s forgiveness plan is like no other.  This month our government announced that any business 

that received a Payroll Protection Plan loan earlier this year could submit the appropriate documentation to 

show how the money was used and if approved, it may be forgiven.  Isn’t it nice to know that we don’t have to 

prove our worthiness for God to forgive us?  God sees how we live our lives.  So if we had to submit 

documentation to show God how we use the gifts He gives to us in order to be forgiven, we would all be 

rejected.  After all, God said if we followed His commandments, we would live forever; but if we break just one 

of them we would die and be separated from God forever.  That was the law.  But without asking, God 

unexpectedly intervened in history by sending His Son Jesus to live as one of us and to die for us, for our sins, 

so He could give us the promise of eternal life in heaven. 



     Oddly enough, there was also no room for Jesus in the realm of Religion.  That may sound a little strange, 

but everywhere He went the religious leaders were skeptical.  Who was this new man on the scene?  Where 

does He get His authority?  Why does He spend so much time with the poor and the outcasts of society?  Not 

only were the chief priests unwilling to welcome Jesus, but they were convinced that everything He taught was 

wrong and they believed it was their duty, then, to oppose Him.  Their plan reached its climax when Jesus was 

nailed to the cross at Calvary.  There was no room for Jesus in the world of religion. 

     In the Economic, Legal, and Religious realms, wherever Jesus turned there was no room for Him.  What 

first began in Bethlehem when the innkeeper turned Him away was to become a reoccurring theme in His life.  

And so, tonight, maybe we should ask ourselves: “Do we have room for Jesus in our lives?”  When the 

innkeeper was presented with this unexpected situation that night, he did what many of us would do – He turned 

Mary and Joseph away, because the place was full and he was just too busy trying to get things ready for all the 

people who were coming into town.  We can relate to that, can’t we?  How many of us have been extremely 

busy trying to get everything ready for family and friends on Christmas? 

     But the fact is, Jesus comes knocking at the door of our hearts many times in life, in various ways, through 

various people, and in various settings.  Now, it would be easy for us to say, “Well, how am I supposed to 

recognize these times when I have so many things going on that I hardly have time to take a break?”  But that’s 

precisely the point.  You and I are given no more preparation time than the innkeeper had that night in 

Bethlehem.  Jesus comes to us just as He came to the innkeeper.  Not in the form of a King with all His 

splendor, but in the form of people in need – like Mary and Joseph. 

     The innkeeper claimed that he had no room, and isn’t the crowded inn a rather appropriate symbol of our 

lives?  We are so busy, our lives are so cluttered – and not necessarily with important things – that we just don’t 

have any time, energy, money, or room left over for Jesus.  There are people who will not attend Christmas 

Eve worship, either in person or online, because they are still rushing around trying to get everything done just 

right.  Just as in Bethlehem, Jesus often comes to us when we least expect Him. 

     Will your lives be so cluttered this Christmas with gifts, meals, or family events that there will be no room 

for God?  Or will you gladly welcome Jesus into your homes and your lives?  There is nothing wrong with our 

Christmas customs of opening presents and sharing Christmas dinner with loved ones, but don’t let these 

customs crowd out the real reason for our joy at Christmas – the birth of Jesus, our Savior from sin.  To the 

innkeeper, that knock on the door was probably more of an interruption than anything else; and that is how 

some people respond to God in their lives: “I’m sorry, I’m busy, I don’t have time right now.”  God knocks at 

the door of every person.  Will there be enough room for Him in your life?  And not just at Christmas, but how 

about this Sunday, or next week, or in 2021, or every day of your life?  Tonight, our Lord comes to us, let us 

make room in our lives to welcome Him on this, His birthday.   


