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     I would like you to imagine for a moment that you are driving on the highway and all of a sudden you notice 

up ahead a police car parked in the median.  What do you do?  You check your speed, maybe take your foot off 

of the accelerator, or put your brakes on just a little.  Isn’t it amazing that simply the presence of a police car 

will cause us or most people to drive a little differently or to be a little more cautious? 

     Every year Sue, Sarah, and I drive up to northern Virginia to celebrate Thanksgiving with my wife’s family, 

and every year I notice two things that always seem to happen on the road while we are driving.  First, I always 

see a police car sitting in the median up ahead and everyone slows down – even if they are going the speed 

limit, they will still slow down. Second, there will always be someone who does something rather dangerous on 

the road and at those moments the police never seem to be around.  I remember one year as we were driving on 

the highway traffic was very heavy.  We were in the right lane when all of a sudden a car went flying by us on 

the shoulder and then cut back into our lane several cars ahead of us.  As I watched this car weave its way 

through traffic immediately I wondered, “Where are the police now?”  He’s getting away with reckless driving 

and I want him to get caught.  Have you ever thought that way before? 

     Now this car didn’t hurt me, my family, or anyone else in any way, but what bothered me was what could have 

happened.  The driver of that car could have caused an accident.  We could have been involved in an accident.  But 

if the police had been around, the driver of that car could have been stopped and he could have learned a valuable 

lesson about reckless driving.  Talking about what could have happened doesn’t really change anything except that 

it gives voice to our feelings. 

     Isaiah in our Old Testament lesson for today appears to be crying out for justice as he wonders what could 

have happened.  But instead of wanting the police to show up, Isaiah wants God to shake up this world by His 

power and presence.  Listen again to Isaiah 64:1, “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the 

mountains might quake at your presence.”  Isaiah is well aware of the effect God has on His people.  He knows 

what could happen when people see God.  They may not listen to him, but Isaiah knows they’ll listen to God.  If 

God would just reveal Himself, the people would change.  In other words, if simply the presence of a police car 

can cause people to drive differently – to be safer, just imagine the effect God would have on His people if He 

made Himself known in a physical, visible way.  But the people in Isaiah’s day – people chosen by God to be 

His followers, a people God cared for and loved for hundreds of years – had turned away from God.  The 

prophet Isaiah tried and tried to get their attention, to turn from their selfish sinful ways, but nothing seemed to 

work.  There appeared to be no hope for these people whatsoever and in verse 5 Isaiah even asks, “How can we 

be saved?” 

     This weekend marks the beginning of a special season – the season of Advent, a season of hope, and the 

beginning of our preparations for Christmas.  All of the proper symbols are here for this season: a wreath, 

candles, blue paraments on the altar, music, and the gathering together of our church family here and online for 

worship.  And over the next 4 weeks we will focus on this incredible hope that is Advent: God coming to this 

earth as a baby to save us.  But as soon as we leave this place we will be confronted and sometimes bombarded 

with our society’s preparations for this season.  Preparations that focus on retail sales at every kind of store 

imaginable.  Preparations that involve getting decorations up at the house, baking, gift wrapping, and other 

activities that keep us so busy that we don’t have time for God.  Sometimes when you see what our world has 

done to this season, when you see the movies and television specials that show families putting each other down 

and arguing during this season, when the attitudes and focus of people seem to be on everything but God, it’s 

easy to understand Isaiah’s prayer: “Oh Lord, if you would come down and make your name known and cause 

the nations to tremble at your presence.” 

     The sin of worldly living, thousands of years ago, was destroying Isaiah’s people from the inside out.  

Things were so bad that Isaiah went on to say in verse 7, “There is no one who calls upon your name, who 

rouses himself to take hold of you, for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of 

our iniquities.” 

     So why doesn’t God do something?  Why doesn’t He just come down to earth, say a few words or do some 

kind of impressive miracle, like parting the ocean for everyone to see?  In some ways it seems like things really 



haven’t changed since the days of Isaiah, so why doesn’t God prove to this world in a visible way that He does 

exist, that Jesus is our Lord and Savior? 

     Maybe it’s because God has done that before and it didn’t change anything.  Before Isaiah’s day, people 

were sinning and turning against God.  So in the days of Noah, God decided to wipe the slate clean by flooding 

the earth and allowing only 8 people to survive.  But as the population grew once again, people went back to 

their old sinful ways.  Later God, working through Moses, parted the Red Sea and allowed 600,000 men, in 

addition to women and children, to be freed from 400 years of slavery in Egypt.  But, several months after that 

miracle, as God cared for His people and brought them to Mt. Sinai, the people started worshipping a golden 

calf as their god.  Now in our text, hundreds of years later, as Isaiah prays, God has a choice: He could destroy 

all of humanity again or He could do something different to save His creation.  And we know, as we prepare for 

Christmas, that God had a different plan.  A plan that involved Him coming down to this earth as a baby to live 

as one of us.  But it was a plan that also involved Him being rejected by people and being nailed to a cross for 

our sin. 

     Yes, God could come down to this earth in a visible way and do some miraculous things, but would that 

really make a difference?  Oh sure, God would definitely get our attention, many might even repent of their 

sins, but eventually most would go back to their sinful habits, just like the people of the Old Testament did, and 

just like we sometimes do when we no longer see that police car.  When we see the police car, we slow down, 

but when it’s out of sight, we often speed back up again.  If God felt that showing up physically was the only 

way for people to believe in Him, then I think we would see God every day.  But the bottom line is God has 

already give us everything we need to have faith in Him: primarily His Word. 

     In God’s word we are reminded that we are the clay and God is the potter, and we are the work of God’s 

hand.  Everyday we see God’s presence in the land we live in and the things we are able to do – none of which 

could exist without God.  God has given us the ability to communicate with Him through prayer and we 

continue to see answers to our prayers everyday as God feeds us, clothes us, heals us, and teaches us how to live 

for Him. 

     In the Gospel of Mark Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.”  

God’s Word is eternal.  His Words are so powerful that even when people forget about the miracles of Jesus and 

the reason for this season, God’s word still endures to restore our relationship with Him.  Isaiah was looking for 

something big from God to get peoples’ attention and our world today is often looking for something big to get 

peoples’ attention, but it was in a small town, in the midst of shepherds and angels, that God did something big 

by becoming one of us as He was born in a lowly manger.  And that simple news, as recorded in the Bible, is 

enough to fill us with joy, peace, and love during this special season. 

     We know what can happen when someone hears the words of our Lord, it can change their lives.  So as we 

prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus and hear again the Christmas story in this book, let us also remember that 

this Word can stop the reckless drivers of sinful living right in their tracks and it will also restore them to 

driving safely in the arms of Christ, even as it has restored and continues to restore us.       


