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     One of the many disappointments that people have experienced over the past year as a result of this 

pandemic has been the cancellation of public graduation ceremonies.  Every high school, college, and graduate 

school student looks forward to walking across that stage in front of family and friends in order to receive their 

diploma, signifying the successful completion of their studies.  While students were certainly disappointed that 

those public graduation ceremonies did not take place, I know parents were also disappointed.  Every parent 

feels a great sense of pride when they see their son or daughter receive their diploma in a public graduation 

ceremony.  At that moment they want every person around them to know, “That’s my child!”  And after the 

ceremony, every student, no matter how old or young, looks forward to their parents putting their arms around 

them and saying, “I’m so proud of you.”  That is an experience we all long for, and when it happens we never 

forget it.  A parent’s approval is a powerful influence, but probably even more powerful and life changing is a 

parent’s love. 

     There is a story of a Christian man who was a very successful businessman.  He had one son and was very 

proud of him.  The boy grew up to be, for all outward purposes, a wonderful, well-educated, and respected 

young man – until one day when he was arrested for embezzling money from the company where his dad had 

used his business connections to help him get a job.  At the trial he was found guilty of embezzlement, but all 

through the trial he appeared to be unconcerned and rather nonchalant about everything that was happening. 

     But when the judge told him to stand for his sentence, he immediately noticed that his father, who had been 

sitting next to him, also stood up.  His father stood, because he realized that he was involved with the problem 

of what his son had become.  As the son saw his father, who once walked with his head and shoulders held high 

– like a proud, honest man with a clear conscience, now standing with his shoulders held low with sorrow and 

shame, as though he was going to receive his son’s sentence, the son finally began to weep.  And for the first 

time, he repented of his crime. 

     A parent’s presence claims, “You are my child;” but a parent’s faithfulness proclaims, “You are loved.”  

And in that moment, the life changing awareness of the power of his father’s love transformed the son’s life.  In 

fact, I think the only moment more powerful in a child-parent relationship is when we have done something 

wrong and our parents do not abandon us, but remain faithful with their loving presence.  Therefore, we can all 

understand how powerful that moment was for the son at his sentencing when he saw the uncompromising love 

of his father.  It broke a barrier he had put up and turned him around, thus changing his life. 

     Now if we put this story of the Christian businessman and his wayward son alongside our Gospel story for 

today from Mark 1, you might be surprised to find that the 2 stories actually have some similarities.  Both set 

the stage for the expression of a father’s love.  In our text for today we see that Jesus’ baptism was the turning 

point of His life.  It ended His life in Nazareth as a carpenter and now He was to begin His public ministry.  We 

don’t know a lot about Jesus’ life before this point.  A few weeks ago we celebrated his birth, last week we saw 

how the Wise Men brought gifts to baby Jesus, and now in our Gospel lesson He’s about 30 years old. 

     At this time John the Baptist had arrived on the scene preaching about a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, just as it had been prophesied hundreds of years earlier.  And his message was that God’s 

judgment was imminent.  The only way people could escape it was to confess their sins and in a deliberate act of 

repentance, that being baptism, they were to turn away from their wrongdoing.  But Jesus surely had no need to 

be baptized under those conditions.  So why, then, was Jesus baptized?  Even John the Baptist struggled with 

that question.  After all, how could John baptize Jesus when he had been telling everyone that he wasn’t even 

worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals?  John was the sinner, not Jesus.  What was Jesus doing getting baptized?  There 

can only be one answer.  Jesus came to save all people, and the only way to save them and to reveal His love for 

them, was to get down alongside of them.  So He got down in the water alongside of these men, women, and 

children, and He identified with their need to be forgiven.  It was like Jesus was putting His arms around each 

person there and saying, “You are my child, and I want the world to know that I love you.”  As the Son of God 

He was announcing to the world that He had come to stand with sinners, not stand in judgment of them.  

     Think of it this way.  When a friend grabs the check at the end of a meal at a restaurant, it means that he/she 

intends to pay the bill.  When Jesus was baptized, it was His way of letting the world know that He was picking 



up the tab for all of our sins.  And the payment of that bill came due on Good Friday, three years later and when 

it did, it cost Jesus His life.  Jesus’ baptism, therefore, not only reveals that He is the Son of God, it reveals that 

He is the Savior of the world. 

     Jesus marked the significance of baptism by being baptized and He then commanded baptism for all people of 

all ages.  But not like a commandment, more like an invitation.  For example, when someone invites you over to 

their home for dinner, you don’t take that as a command, but as a gracious invitation.  Likewise, baptism is God’s 

gracious invitation to have our sins washed away. 

     And baptisms that happen today are just as revealing as Jesus’ baptism, for what happened at Jesus’ baptism 

still happens in our baptism.  When Jesus was baptized, He heard the words, “You are my Son, whom I love, 

with you I am well pleased,” and I’m sure those words, coming from His Heavenly Father, must have had a 

tremendous effect on Him.  Jesus’ baptism gave meaning and direction to His public ministry which was about 

to begin. 

     Today when water is poured over a sinner’s head and God’s Word is pronounced all heaven breaks loose as 

the Holy Spirit descends on that person to create faith or to strengthen faith, and God the Father says, “This is 

my child whom I love.  I am pleased with him.  I am pleased with her.”  The holy God of the universe can claim 

us sinners as His children, because baptism really washes away our sin.  The forgiveness we receive there is a 

real as the water dripping down our forehead. 

     In other words, Baptism is God’s declaration to us, not our promise to Him.  Think of it this way: When a 

child is adopted, the child doesn’t take any oaths about being faithful to his/her new family.  The child doesn’t 

pay any legal fees to join the family.  The adopting parents make that oath of love and faithfulness to their 

adopted child and they pay the legal fees to seal the adoption.  In baptism, God the Father says with certainty, 

“You are my child!” because out of His tremendous love for us, His Son, Jesus, willingly paid for our adoption 

into God’s family with His perfect life and death on the cross. 

     When the wayward son, in our earlier story, saw the love of his father at his trial, he wept in repentance; and 

when this story of Jesus’ baptism is superimposed on that story of the Christian businessman and his son, we 

see the transforming power of God’s love as that Christian father expressed love for his son by standing with 

him, because he knew that he had a Heavenly Father who had faithfully loved him in spite of his wrongdoings.  

He knew He had been claimed as a child of God through his belief and baptism in Jesus. 

     With a small amount of water, all heaven broke loose and God revealed Jesus to be His Son and the world’s 

Savior.  And with similar handfuls of water heaven opened at our baptism as God revealed that we sinners are 

His children.  Since that is who we are, children of God, let us all turn away from our petty arguments, our 

pride, and our stubbornness and live as the children God has declared us to be in our baptism by Sharing His 

Word of forgiveness and Living His Love with others.    


